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LETTER XLVII. 

• * 

Rome. 

1 beg you may not fufpeft me of affe£ta- 
Hon, or that I wifli to affume the chara&er 
of a connoiffeur, when I tell you, that I 
have very great pleafure in contemplatiftg 
the antique ftatues and bulls, of which 
there are fuch numbers in this city. It is a 
natural curiofity, and I have had it all my 
life in a ftrong degree, to fee celebrated 
men, thofe whofer talents and great qualities 
can alone render the prefent age an inte- 
refting obje& to pofterity, and prevent its 
vol. II. A 
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being loft, like the dark ages which fuc- 
ceeded the deftrudtion of the Roman em- 
pire, in the oblivious vortex of time, leaving 
fcarcely a wreck behind. The durable mo- 
numents raifed to fame by the infpiring 
genius of Pitt % and the invincible fpirit of 
Frederick, will command the admiration of 
future ages, outlive the power of the em- 
pires which they aggrandized, and foibid 
the period in which they flouriflied, from 
ever paffingaway like the bafelefs fabric of 
a vifion. The bufls and ftatues of thofe 
memorable men will he viewed, by fuc- 
ceeding generations, with the fame regard 
and attention which we flow beftow on 
thofe of Cicero and Caefar. We expeft to 
find fomething peculiarly noWe and expreffive 
in features which were animated, and which, . 

imagine, muft have been in fame degree 
modelled, by the fentiments of thofe to 
whom they belonged. It is not rank, it is 
chara&er alone which interefls pofterity. 
We know that men may be feated on 
\ thrones, who would have been placed more 
fuitably to their talents on the working- 
table of a Taylor ; we therefore give little 
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attention to the bafts or coins of the vulgar 
emperors* In the countenance of Claudius, 
we expe& nothing / more noble than the 
phlegmatic tranquillity of an acquiefcing 
cuckold ; in Caligula or Nero, the unre- 
lenting frown of a negro - driver, or the 
infolent air of an unprincipled ruffian 
in power. Even in the high-praifed Au- 
guftus we look for nothing effentially great, 
nothing fuperior to what we fee in thofe 
minions of fortune, who are exalted, by a 
concurrence of incidents, to a fituation in 
life to which their talents would never 
tiave raifed them, and which their charac- 
ters never deferved. In>the face of Julius 
we expert to find the traces of deep re- 
flection, magnanimity, and the anxiety 
joataral to the man vqho had overturned 
the liberties of his native country, and, 
who rauft have fecretly dreaded the re* 
/entment of a fpirtted people ; and in the 
face of Marcus Brutus we look for inde- 
pendence, confcious integrity, and a mind 
capable of the higheft effort of vitue. 
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of antique ftatues which have come to u* 
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tolerably entire, fo great a proportion are 
reprefentations of gods and goddefies. Had 
they been intended for real perfons, we 
might have had a perfeft knowledge of the 
face and figure of the greateft part of the 
moft diftinguiftied citizens of ancient Greece 
and Rome. A man of unrelaxing wifdom 
would fmile with contempt, and a(k,' if our 
having perfect reprefentations of all the 
heroes, poets, and philofophers recorded 
in hiftory, would make us either wifer or 
more learned? To which I anfwer, That 
there are a great many things, which 

* 

neither can add to my fmall ftock of 
learning nor wifdom, and yet give me 
more pleafure and fatisfa£tion than thofe 
which do; and, unfortunately for mankind, 
the greateft part of them referable me in 
this particular/ n ' *° ; lM 
But though 1 would with pleafure have 
given up a great number 1 of the Jupiters 
and Apollos and Venufes, whofe ftattfes we 
have, in exchange for an equal, or even a 
fmaller number of mere mortals Whom I 
t:ould name; I by no means c6nfider the 
ftatues of thofe deities as uninterefting- 



Digitized by Google 



MARKERS IN ITALY. 5 

Though they are imaginary beings, yet 
each of them has a diftin£t charadter of his 
own of claffical authority, which has long 
been impreffed on our memories ; and we 
affume the right of deciding on- the artilVs 
{kill, and applauding or blaming, as he has 
fucceeded or failed in expreffing the efta- 
blifhed chara&er of the god intended. From 
the ancient artifts having exercifed their 
genius in forming the images of an order 
pf beings fuperior to rnankmd, another and 
a greater advantage is fuppofed to have 
followed ; it prompted the artifts to attempt 
the uniting, in one form, the various beauties 
and excellencies which nature had dif- 
perfed in many. This was not fo eafy a 
talk as njay by fome be imagined ; for that 
which has a fine effe& in one particular 
face or perfon, may appear a deformity 
when combined with a different complexion, 
different features, or a different fhape. 
It therefore required great judgment and 
tafte to collect thofe various graces, and 
combine them with elegance and truth ; and 
repeated efforts of this kind are imagined to 

have infpired fome of the ancient fculptors 

* ► v. * - - • .... 
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with fublimer ideas of beauty than Nattrrc 
herfelf ever exhibited, as appears in forne of 
their works which have reached our own 
times. 

Though the works of no modern artift clh 
ftand a comparifon with the great mafter- , 
pieces now alluded to, yet nothing can' 
be more abfurd than the idea which fome 
people entertain, that all antique ftatues 
are of mare excellent workmanfhip than 
the modern. We fee, every day, num- 
berlefs fpecimens of every fpecies of fculp- 
ture, from the largeft ftatues afuf baffo* 
relievos, to the fmalleft cameos and to* 
taglios, that are undoubtedly antique; and 
yet far inferior, not only to the works of 
the befl: aftifts of Leo the Tenth s timey but 
alfo to thofe of many artifts now alive in 
various parts of Europe. The paffioft for 
fculpture, which the Romans caught from 
the Greeks, became almoft univerfal. Statues / 
were not only the chief ornaments of their 
* temples and palaces, but alfo of the houfes 
of the middle, and even the loweft, order of 
citizens. They Were prompted to adorn them 
with the figures of a few favourite deities, by . 
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teligton, as well as vanity : no man, but an 
athcift or a beggar, could be without them. 
This being the cafe, we may eafity conceive 
what graceleft divinities many of them mud 
have been ; for in this, no doubt, as in every 
other manufafitory, there muft occafionally 
have been bungling workmen employed, 
even in the mod flouriftiing sera of the arts, 
and goods finifhed in a very carelefs and 
hurried manlier, to anfwer the conftant 
demand, and fuit the dimenfions of every 
purfe We muft have a very high idea 
of the number of ftatues, of one kind or 
Other, which were in old Rome, when we 
confider, how many are ftill to be feen ; 
how many have at different periods been 
carried away, by the curious, to every 
country in Europe ; how many were muti- 
lated and deftroyed by the Gothic brutality of 
Barbarians, and the ill-dire£ted zeal of the 
early Chriflians, who thought it a duty to 
exterminate every image, without diftinflion 
of age or fex, and without confidering 
whether they were of god or man. This 
obliged the wretched heathens to hide the 
flatues of their gods and of their anceftors in 
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the bowels of the earth, where unques- 
tionably great numbers of them dill remain. 
Had they not been thus barbaroufly hewed 
to pieces, and buried, I had almoft faid, alive, 
we might have had feveral equal to the great 
mafter-pieces in the Vatican ; for it is natural 

* to imagine, that the rage of the zealots would 
be chiefly dire&ed againft thofe ftatues which 
were in the highell eftimation with the hea- 
thens; and we muft likewife imagine, that 
*hefe would be the pieces which they, on 
their part, would endeavour, by every poffible 
means, to preferve from their power, and 
bury in the earth. Of thofe which have been 
dug up, I (hall mention only a very few, be- 
ginning with the Farnefian Hercules, which 
has been long admired as ah exquifite model 
of mufculine ftrength ; yet admirable as it is, 
it does not plcafe all the world. I am told 
that the women in particular tind fomething 
unfatisfa&ory, and even odious, in this figure; 
which, however majeftic, is deficient ifi the 
charms mod agreeable to them, and which 

- j-night have been expe&ed in the fon of 
Jupiter and the beauteous Alcmena. A lady 
whom I accompanied to the Farnefe palace 
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turned away from it in difguft. I could not 
imagine what had (hocked her. She told 
me, after recolheiion^ that (he could not 
bear the ftern feverity [of his countenance, 
his large brawny limbs, and the club with 
which he was armed ; which gave him 
more the appearance of one of thofe giants 
that, according to the old romances, carried 
away virgins and /hut them up in gloomy 
eaftles, than the gallant Hercules,, the lovet 
of Omphale. Finally, the lady declared, 
(he was convinced this ftatue could not be a 
juft reprefentation of Hercules; for- it was 
not in the nature of things, that . a man fo 

formed could ever have been a reliever of 

- 

diftrefled damfels. 

Without fuch powerful fupport as that 
of the fair fex, I fliould not have expofed 
myfelf to the refentment of connoifleurs, 
by any expreffion which they might con ft rue 
an attack upon this favourite ftatue ; but, 
with their fupport, 1 will venture to aflert, 
that the Farnefe Hercules is faulty both in 
his form and attitude : the former is too 
unwieldy for adtiye exertion, and the latter 
exhibits vigour exhaujled. A refting attitude 
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is furely not the moft proper in which the 
all-conquering god of ftrength could be 
reprefented. Reft implies fatigue, and fatigue ' 
■ ftrength exhaufted. A repofing Hercules is 
almoft a contradi&ion. Invincible adtjvity, 
and inexhauftible ftrength, are his charac- 
teriftics. The ancient artift has erred, not 
only in giving him an attitude which fup* 
pofes his ftrength wants recruiting, "but in 
the nature of the ftrength itfelf, the cha- 
rafter of which fliould not be paflive, but 
adtive. < * * { 

Near to Hercules, under the arcades of 
the fame Palezzo Farnefe, is a moft beautiful 
ftatue of Flora. The great advantage which 
ancient artifts had in attending the exercifes 
of the gymnafia, has been repeatedly urged 
as the reafon of their fuperiority over the 
' 1 moderns in fculpture. We are told, that 
befides the ufual exercifes of the gymnafia, 
all thofe Who propoftd to contend at the 
Olympic games, were obliged, by the regu- 
lation*, to prepare^ themfelves, by exercifing 
publicly for a year at* El is; and the ftatuaries 
and painters constantly attended on the Arena, 

where they had opportunities of Beholding 

» 
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the fineft {haped,the mod graceful, and mod 
vigorous of the Grecian youth employed in 
thofe manly fports, in which the power of 
every raufcle was -exerted, and all their va- 
rious aftions called forth, and where the 
human form appeared in an infinite variety 
of different attitudes. By a conftant attendance 
at fuch a fchool, independent of any other 
circumftance, the artifts are fuppofed to have 
acquired a more animated, true, and graceful 
ftyle, than poflibiy can be caught from 
viewing the tame mercenary models, which 
are exhibited in our academies. On the 
other haftd, I have heard it afferted, that the 
artift who formed the Farnefian Flora, 
could not have improved his woik, or 
derived any of its excellencies, from the 
circumftances abovfe enumerated j becaufe 
the figure is in a (landing poflure, and 
clothed. In the light caly flow of the drapery, 
and in the contour of the body being as 
diftinftly pronounced thiough it, as if the 
figuie were naked, the chief merit of this 
ftatue is thpught to confift. But this rea- 
foning does not fecm juft ; for the daily 
opportunities the ancient artifts had of feeing 

Digitized by 
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naked figures, in every variety of a£tion 
and attitude, muft have given them advan- 
tages over the moderns, in forming even 
tlrapery figures. At Sparta, the women, 
upon particular occafions, danced naked. * 
In their own families, they were feen every 
day clothed in light draperies; and fo fe- 
condary • was every confideration, even that 
of decency, to art, that the prettieft vir- 
gins of Agfigentum, it is recorded, were 
called upon by the legiflature, without dif- 
tin£ton, to fliew thcmfelves naked to a 
painter, to enable him to paint a Venus. 
Whilft the moderns, therefore, muft ac* 
, knowledge their inferiority to the ancients 
in the art of fculpture, they may be allow- 
ed merit, on account of the caufe to which-, 

it feems, in fome meafure at lead to be 

- 

owing. ♦ 
, The fine fpecimens of antique fculpture 
are to be feen in the Vatican. In thefe 
the Greek artifts difpiay an unqueftionable 
fuperiority over the moft fuccefsful efforts 
-of the moderns. For me to attempt a 
defcription of thefe mafter-pieces, which 
Jiave been defer ibed a thoufand times and*" 

* h - * 
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imitated as often, without once having had 
juftice done them, would be equally vain 
and fuperfluous. I confine myfelf to a very 
few obfervations. The mod infenfible of * 
mankind mult be ftruck with horror at 
fight of the Laocoon. On one of my vifits 
. to the Vatican * I was accompanied by two 
perfons, who had never been there before : 
one of them is accufed of being perfe£tly 
callous to every thing which, does not im- 
mediately touch his own perfon ; the other 
is a worthy, good man : the worft, after 
flaring for fome time with marks of terror 
at the groupe, at length recovered himfelf ; 
exclaiming with a laugh, — " Egad, I was 
" afraid thefe d — d ferpents would have 
" left the fellows they are devouring, and 
" made a fnap at me; but I am happy to 

" recollect they are of marble." " I 

11 thank you, Sir, mod heartily," faid the 
11 other, " for putting me in mind of tha 
" circumftance: till you mentioned it, I was 
" in agony for thofe two youths." 

Nothing can be conceived more admira- 
b'y executed than this effecting groupe 
in all probability, it never would have en- 
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* 

tered into my own head that it could have 
been in any refpe£t improved* But when 
I firft had the happinefs of becoming 
acquainted with Mr. Lock, a period of my 
life which I (hall always recollect with pe- 
culiar pleafure, I remember my converfing 
with him upon this fubjeft ; arid that Gen-, 
tleman, after mentioning the execution of 
this piece in the higheft terms of praife, 
obfervcd that, had the figure of Laocoon 
been alone, it would have been perfedt. As 
a man fuffering the moft excruciating 
bodily pain w:th becoming fortitude, rt 
admits of no improvement; tois propor- 
tions, his form, his a£lion, his expreffion, 
are exquilite. But when his fons appear, 
he is no longer an militated, fuffering indi- 
vidual, who, when he has met pain and 
death wirh dignity, has done all that could 
be expc&ud from man ; he commences 
father, and a much wider field is opened to 
the artift. We expedt the deeped pathos in 
the exhibition of the fublimeft character, 
that art can offer to the contemplation of 
the human mind: A father forgetting pain, 
and inftant death, to faye his children. The 
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Sublime and Pathetic the artifl either did not 
fee, or defpaired of attaining. Laocoon's 
fufFerings are merely corporal ; he is deaf to 
the cries of his agonizing children, who are 
calling oil him for affiftance. But had he 
been throwing a look of anguifh upon his 
fons, had he feemed to have forgotten his 
own fufferings in theirs, he would have com- 
manded the fympathy of the fpe£btor in a 
much higher degree. On the whole, Mr* 
Lock was of opinion, that the execution of 
this groupe is perfedt, but that the concep- 
tion is not equal to the execution. I fhall 
Jeave it to others to decide whether Mr. 
Lock, in thefe obfervations, fpoke like a 
man of tafte : I am fure he fpoke like a fa- 
ther. I have fcnfibility to feel the beauty 
and juftnefs of the remark, though I had 
not the ingenuity to make it. 

It is difputed whether this groupe was 
formed from Virgil's defcription of the 
death of Liocoon and his fons, or the de- 
fcription made from the groupe; it is evi- 
dent, from their minute refemblance, that 
one or other mufl: have been the cafe. The 
Poet mentions a circumftance, which could 
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not be reprefented by the fculptor ; he fays 
that, although every other perfon around 
fought fafety by flight, the father was at- 
tacked by the ferpents, while he was ad- 
vancing to the afliftance of his fons — * 

— Auxilio fubeuntem ac tela ferentem.* 

i 

This deficiency in the fculptorV art would 
have been finely fupplied by the improve* 
jnent which Mr. Lock propofed. 

Refle&ing on the dreadful condition of 
three perfons entangled in the horrid twin- 
ings of ferpents, and after contemplating 
the varied anguifh fo ftrongly expreffed in 
their countenances, it is a relief to turn the 
eye to the heavenly figure of the Apollo. 
To form an adequate idea of the beauty of 
this ftatue, it is abfolutely rieceffary to fee 
it. With all the advantages of colour- 
and life, the human' form never appeared 
fo beautiful; and we never can fufficiently 
admire the artift, who has endowed marble 
with a finer expreflion of grace, dignity, 

* »» 

* The wretched father running to their aid 
With pious haste, bat vain, they next invade. 

Dryden. i 
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and underftanding, than ever were feen in 
Jiving features. In the forming of this in- 
imitable figure, the artift feems to have 
wrought after an ideal form of beauty, fu- 
perior to any in rfature, and which exifted 
only in his own imagination. 

The admired ftatue of Antinous is in the 
fame Gourt. Nothing can be more light, 
elegant, and eafy ; the proportions are 
exa6t, and the execution perfe£h It is an 
- .exquifite reprefentation of the mofl beauti- 
ful youth that ever lived. 
- The ftatue of Apollo reprefents fome- 
thing fuperior, and the emotions it excites 
are all of ihe fublime caft. *t 



• LETTER XLVIH. 

» 

Home. 

The prefent Pope, who has affumed the 
name of Pius the Sixth, is a tall, well- 
made man, about fixty years of age, but re- 

• m 

* 
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taining in his look all the frefhnefs of 
a much earlier period of life. He lays 
a greater flrefs on the ceremonious part of 
religion than his predeceffor Ganganelli, 
in whofe reign a great relaxation of church* 
difcipline is thought to have taken place. 
The late Pope was a man of moderation, 
good fenfe, and fimplicity of manners ; and 
could not go through all the oftentatious 
parade which his ftation required, without 
reludhnce, and marks of difguft. He knew 
that the opinions of mankind had undergone 
a very great change fince thofe ceremonies 
Were efbblifhed; and that fome of the mod 
refpe£tab!e of the fpeftators confidered as 
perfectly frivolous many things which for- 
merly had been held as facred. A man of 
good fenfe may feem to lay the greateft 
weight on ceremonies which he himfelfcon* 
fiders as ridiculous, provided he thinks the 
people, in whofe fight he goes through 
them, are imprcflcd with a convi&ion of 
their importance ; but if he knows that fome 
of the beholders are entirely of a different 
way of thinking, he will be ftrongly tempted 
to evince, by fome means or other, that he 
defpifes the fooleries he performs, as much 
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as any of them. This, in all probability, 
was the cafe with Ganganelli ; who, befides, 
<vas an enemy to fraud and hypocrify of every 
kind* But, however remifs he may have 
been with regard to the etiquette of his fpi- 
ritual functions, every body acknowledges 
his diligence and activity in promoting die 
temporal good of his fubjedts. He did all iof 
his power to revive trade, and to encourage 
manufactures and induftry of every kind* 
He built no churches, but he repaired the 
roads alt over the ecclefiaftical ftate : he ref- 
trained the malevolence of bigots, removed 
abfurd prejudices, and promoted feritlmentt 
of charity and good- will to mankind in gei* 
neral, without excepting even heretics. His 
enemies, the Jefoits, with an intention to 
make him odious in the eyes of his own 
fubje&s, gave him the name of the Proteftant 
Pope. If they fuppofed that this calumny 
would be ctedited, on account of the con- 
duit above mentioned, they at once paid the 
higheft compliment to the Pope and the 

* 

Proteftant religion. The carelefs manner 
in which Ganganelli performed certain func- 
tions, and the general tenour of his life and 
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fentiments, were lamented by politicians, as 
well as by bigots. However frivolous the 
former might think many ceremonies in 
themfelves, they ftill confidered them as of 
political importance, in fuch a government 
as that of Rome ; and the Conclave held on 
the death of the late Pope, are thought to 
have been in fome degree influenced by 
fuch confiderations in choofing his fucceffor. 
The prefent Pope, before he was raifed to 
that dignity, was confidered as a firm be- 
liever in all the tenets of the Roman Church, 
and a ftri£t and fcrupulous obferver of all its 
injunctions and ceremonials. As his preten- 
fions, in point of family, fortune, .and con r 
nexions, were fmaller than thofe of his bro- 
ther cardinals, it is the more probable that he 
owed his elevation to this part of his clia- 
ra&er, which rendered him a proper perfon 
to check the progrefs of abufes that had been 
entirely neglefted by the late Pope ; under 
whofe adminiftration free-thinking- was faid 
to have been countenanced, Proteftantifm in 
general regarded withdiminifhed abhorrence, 
and the Calvinifts, in particular, treated with 
a degree of indulgence, to which their invc- 

« 
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teratc enmity to the church of Rome gave 
them no title. Several inftances of this are 
enumerated, and one in particular, which, I 
dare fo, you will think a ftronger proof 
of the late Pope's good fenfe and good hu- 
mour, than of that negligence to which his 
enemies imputed it. \ 

A Scotch prefbyterian having heated his 
brain, by reading the Book of Martyrs, the 
cruelties of the'Spanifh Inquifition, and the 
Hiftories of all the perfections that ever 
were raifed by the Roman Catholics againft 
the Proteftants, was feized with a dread, that 
the fame horrors were juft about to be re r 
newed. This terrible idea difturbed his ima- 
gination day and night; he thought of no- 
thing but racks and fcaffolds ; and, on one oc- 
cafion, he dreamt that there was a continued 
train of bonfires, with a tar-barrel and a 
Proteftant in each, all the way from Smith- 
field to St. Andrews. * , 

He communicated the anxiety and diftrefs 
of his mind to a worthy fenfible clergyman, 
who lived in the neighbourhood. This 
gentleman took great pains to quiet his fears, 
proving to him, by ftrong and obvious argu- 
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itients, that there was little or no danger of 
fuch an event as he dreaded. Thefe reafon- 
ings had a powerful effe£t while they tyere 
delivering, but the impreflion did not laft, 
•and was always effaced by a few pages of the 
Book of Martyrs. As foon as the clergy- 
man remarked this, he advifed the relations 
to remove that, and every book which treated 
of perfecution or martyrdom, entirely out 
of the poor man's reach. This was done 
accordingly, and books.of a lefs gloomy com- 
plexion were fubftituted in their place; but * 
as all of them formed a ftrong contraft with 
the colour of his mind, he could not bear 
their perufal, but betook himfelf to the ftudy 
of the Bible, which was the only book of 
his ancient library which had been left ; and 
fo ftrong a hold had his former ft udies taken 
of his imagination, that he could relish no 
part of the Bible, except the Revelation of 
St. John, a great part of which, he thought, 
referred to the whore of Babylon, or, in other 
words, the Pope of Rome. This part of 
the fcripture he perufed continually with 
> unabating ardor and delight. His friend the 
clergyman, having obferved this, took occa* 
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fion to fay, that every part of the Holy Bible 
was, without doubt, moft fublime, and won- 
derfiully inftru&ive ; yet he was fur pri fed to 
fee that he limited his ftudies entirely to the 
laft book, and neglected all the reft. To 
which the other replied, That he who was a 
divine, and a man of learning, might, with 
propriety, read all the facred volume from 
beginning to end ; but for his own part, he 
thought proper to confine himfelf to what 
he could underftand ; and therefore^ though 
he had a due refpe<£t for all the fcripture, he 
acknowledged he gave a preference to the 
Revelation of St. John. This anfwer en- 
tirely fatisfied the clergyman ; he did not 
think it expedient to queftion him any far- 
ther ; he took his leave, after having requefted 
' the people of the family with whom this 
perfon lived, to have a watchful eye on their 
relation. In the mean time, tljis poor man's 
terrors, with regard to the revival of popery 
and perfecution, daily augmented ; and na- 
ture in all probability would have funk un- 
der the weight of fuch accumulated anxiety, 
had not a thought occured which relieved 
his mind in an inftant, by fuggcfting an iu* 
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fallible method of preventing all the evils 
which his imagination had been broding 
over for fo long a time. The happy idea 
which afforded him fo much comfort, was 
no other, than that he fhould immediately 
go to Rome, and convert the Pope from 
the Roman Catholic to the Prefbyterian re- 
ligion. The moment he hit on this fortu- 
nate expedient, he felt at once the ftrongeft 
impulfe to undertake the tafk, and the fulled 
convi&ion that his undertaking would be . 
crowned with fuccefs ; it is no wonder, 
therefore, that his countenance threw off 
its former gloom, and that all his features 
brightened with the heart-felt thrillings of 
happinefs and felf-applaufe. While his re- 
lations congratulated each other on this 
agreeable change, the exulting vifionary, 
without communicating his defign to any 
mortal, fet ouj for London, took his paffage 
to Leghorn, and, in a fhort time after, ar- 
rived in perfect health of body, and in ex- 
alted fpirits, at Rome. ' 

He dire&ly applied to an ecclefiaftic of 
his own country, of whofe obliging temper 
he had previoufly heard, and whom he 

confidered 
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confulered as a proper per fon to procure 
him an interview neceffary for the accom- 
pliftiment of his projeft. He informed that 
gentleman, that he earneftly wifhed to have 
a conference with the Pope, on a bufinefs 
of infinite importance, and which admitted 
of no delay. It was not difficult to perceive 
the (late of this poor man's mind ; the 
good-natured ecclefiaftic endeavoured to 
foothe. and amufe him, putting off the 
conference till a diftant day ; in hopes that 
.means might be fallen on, during the in- 
terval, to prevail on him to return to his 
own country. A few days after this, 
however, he happened to go to St, Peter's 
church at the very time when his Holt- 
nefs was performing fome religious cere- 
mony. At this fight our impatient mi(Tio~ 
jiary felt all his paffions inflamed with ir- 
refiftible ardour; he could no longer watt 
for the expedtcd conference, but burfting 
out with zealous indignation, he exclaimed, 
" O thou bead of nature, with feven heads 
" and ten horns ! thou mother of harlots, 
" arrayed in ! purple and fcarlet, and. decked 
with gold and precious ftqnes.and pearls ! 

VOL. II. B 
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"throw away the golden cup of abomina- 
" tions, and the filthhiefs of thy fornication! 1 ' 
You may enfily. imagine the aftonifli^ 
ment and hubbub ttuit fuch> an apolkophe, 
from fuch a perfbn, in fuctva place, would - 
occafion ; he was immediately carried to 
prifon by the Swtfs halberdiers. 

When it was known that he was a Britifh 
fubjecl:, fome who underftood Englilh were 
ordered to attend his examination. The 
firft queffion aiked of him was, " What had 
** brought him to Rome ? " He anfwered, 
" To anoint the eyes of the fcarlet whore 
*' with eye-falve, that fhe might fee; her 
" wickednefs." They alked, " Who he 
*« meant by the fcarlet whoTe? " Heanfwered, 
** Who elfe could he mean, but her who 
" fitteth upon feven mountains, who hath 
feduced the kings of the earth to commit 
* f fornication, and who hath gotten drunk 
2 with the blood of the faints, and the 
** bk>od of' the martyrs L " Many other 
•qweftions were aflced, and fuch provoking 
anfwers returned, that fome fuf peeled, the 
man affe&e^ madnefs, = tbat«he might give 
ent to ^is rancour and; oetulance with 
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impunity ; and they were for condemning 
him to the galltes, that he might be taught 
more fenfe, and better manners. Bat when 
they communicated their fentiments to 
Clfement the Fourteenth, he laid, with great 
good humour, " That he never had heard 
u of any body whofc -underftahding; ot 
" politenefs, had been much improved at 
that fchoo! ; that although the poor man's 
4< firft addrefs had been a Kttle rough 
u and abrupt, yef he could not help con- 
** fidering himfelf as obliged to him for his 
46 good intentions, and for his undertaking 
u fuch a long journey with a view to do 
" good. " He afterwards gave orders to 
treat the man with gentlenefs while he 
remained in confinement, and to put him 
on board the firft fhip bound from Civita 
Vecchia to England, defraying the expence 
of his paffage. However humane and rea- 
fonable this condu£t may be thought by 
Inany, there were people who condemned 
it as an injudicious piece of lenity, which 
might have a tendency to fink the dignity 
*>f the ficred office, and expofe it to future 
infultS. If fuch behaviour as this did not 
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pafs without blame, it may beeafily fuppofed,- 
that few of the late Pope's addons efcaped 
uncenfured; and many who loved the eafy 
amiable difpofitions of the man, were of 
opinion, that the fpirit x>f the times required 
a different charadter on the Papal throne. 
This idea prevailed among the Cardinals at 
the late ele&ion, and the Conclave is fup- 
pofed to have fixed on Cardinal Brafchi to 
be Pope, from the fame motive that the 
Roman fenate fometimes chofe a Di&ator 
to reftore and enforce the ancient difciplinc* 



LETTER XLIX. 

0 • 

Rome. 

Pius the Sixth performs all the religious 
fun&ions of his office in the moll folem» 
manner; not only on public and extraordi- 
nary occafions, but alfo in the moft common 
a6ls of devotion. I happened lately to be 
at St* Peter's church, when there was 

■ ? 
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fcarcely any other body there : while 1 loun- 
ged frotn chapel to chapel, looking at the 
fculpture and paintings, the Pope entered 
with a very few attendants ; when he came 
to the ftatue of St. Peter, he was not fa- 
tisfied with bowing, which is the ufual 
mark of refpeft {hewn to that image ; or 
with kneeling, which is performed by more 
zealous perfons ; or with kiffing the foot, 
which I formerly imagined concluded the 
climax of devotion ; he bowed, he knelt, 
he kifled the foot, and then he rubbed 
his brow and his whole head with every 
mark of humility, fervour, and adoration, 
upon the facrcd Hump. — It is no more, 
one half of the foot having been long fince, 
worn away by the Hps of the pious; and 
if the example of his Holinefs is univerfally 
imitated, nothing but a miracle can prevent 
the leg, thigh, and other parts, from meeting 

-with the fame fate. This uncommon ap- 

• 

-pearance" of zeai in the Pope is not im* 
puted to hypocrify or to policy, but is fup- 
pofed to proceed entirely from a convi&ion 
of the efficacy of thofe holy frictions ; ap 
.opinion which has given people a WU£9 
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higher idea of the ftrength of his faitfr, 
than of his underftanding, This being: 
jubilee year, lie **ay poffibJy think z greater 
appearance of devotion neceflary npw, than 
at any other time. The ^rft jubilee was 
inftituted by Boniface the pighth, in the 
year 1300. Many ceremonies and inftitu- 
tiom of the Roman Catholic church ar£ 
funded on thofe of the old He*tben$. Thi* 
is evidently an limitation of the RioiBa» 
fejcjular gnmes, which were .exhibitetf -every 
lauadredth ye*r in honour, of the gods;* 
they iafted thr*e tfeys three nights ; 
tfeey were attended with great fopjp, and 
#rew vaft nqnpjbers of people to Rome, fror*v 
*H Mparts of Italy, and the moSk djlkflt prp* 
vinces. Boniface, recolle&ing this, de- 
termined to inftjtute fomething analogous;, 
which would imiportali^e his own name, 
and promote the intereft of the Roman 
Catholic religion in geqera}, 3nd ithat of the 
city of Rome in particular, ffc embraced 
the favourable opportunity whirfi the be- 

* The Carmen Seeulare of Horace was composed 
•n occasion of those celebrated by Augustus in thq 
year of Koine 756 # 
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ginning of a cemury prefented; he invented 
a few extraordinary ceremonies, and declared 
*he year 1300 the firft jubilee year, during 
which he affured manlkind that Heaven 
would fee in a particular manner propitious, 
in granting indulgences, and remiffion of 
fins, to all who fhould come to Rome, and 
attend the functions there to be performed 
at this fortunate period, which was not to 
^eceur again for a hundred years. This 
«lrew a great conco u if e of wealthy finners 
*to Rome ; and the extraordinary circulation 
of money it occasioned, was ftropfcly felt 
all over the Pope's dominions. Clement 
th?e Sixth, regretting that thefe advantages 
Should occur fo feldom, abridged the period, 
and declared there woukTbe a jubilee every 
fifty years ; the fecond was accordingly ce- 
lebrated in the year 1350, Sbctus the Fifth, 
imagining that the interval wasftill too long, 
once more retrenched the half ; and ever 
frnce there has been a jubilee ^every twenty- 
fifth year.* It is not likely that any fttSMfe 

* To this last abridgment I am indebted for having 
seen me ceremonies and processions on tne termina- 
tion of this-sacred jeax. 
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vantage transferred to 'that to which they 
refort ; the good arifing on the whole, being 
entirely of a fpiritual nature. By far the 
greater numbdr of pilgrims -come from the 
kingdom of Naples, whofe inhabitants are 
faid to be of a very devout and very amorous 
difpofition. The firft prompts them to go 
to Rome in fearch of that abfolution which 
the fecond renders neceflary ; and on the 
year of jubilee, when indulgences are to be 
had at an eafier rate than at any other time, 
thofe who can afford it generally carry' 
away fuch a ftock, as not only is fufficient 
to clear old fcores, but will alfo ferve as an 
indemnifying fund for future tranfgreflions. 
* There is one door into the church of 
Bt. Peter's which is called the HoJy Door, 
Th is is always walled up, except on this 

■ 

xliftinguifhed year; and even then no. 
perfon is permitted to enter by it but in 
the humbled pofture. The pilgrims, and 
•many others, prefer crawling into the 
church upon their knees, by this door, to 
walking in, in the ufual way, by any other. 
J was prefent at the (hutting up of this 
s Holy Door. .The Pope being featcd on <a 

T5 # 
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raifed feat, or kind of throne, furrounded by 
Cardinals and other ecclefiaftics, an anthem 
vrw fwng, accompanied by all forts pf mufical 
inftruraents. During the performance, his 
Holinefs defcended from the thrqnp, with a 
golden trqwel in his hand, pWd the firft 
t>rick, and applied fome mortar ; he then re- 
turned to his feat, and the door wus inftantly 
built up hy more expert, though kfs hal- 
lowed, workmen \ and will remain as it \$ 
j\ow> till the beginning of the nineteenth 
* century, when it will be again opened by ih$ 
Pope then in being, with the fame folemnity 
that it has been now fhut. Though his 
Holinefs places but a (ingle brick, yet it is 
very remarkable that this never fails to 
cpmipwicate its influence in fuch a rapid 
and powerful manner, that, within about 
an hour, or at moft *n hour and a half, all 
the other bricks, which form the wall of 
the Holy Poor, acquire an equal degree of 
fan&ity with that placed by the Pope's own 
hands. The common people and pilgrims 
are well acquainted with this wonderful 
effe£t. At the beginning of this jubilee year, 
when the late wall was thrown down, men, 
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women, and children fcramWed and fought 
for the fragments of the bricks and mortar, 
with the feme eagernefs which lefs enlight- 
ened mobs difplay, on days of public re- 
joicing when handfuJs of money are thrown 
among them. I have been often affured that 
thofe pieces of brick, befides their fan&'uty, 
have,alfo the virtue of curing many of the 
emoft obftinate difeafes: and if newfpapers 
were permitted at Rome, there is not the 
lead reafon to doubt, that thofe cures would 
be attefted publicly by the patients, in a 
fftanner as fatisfa&ory and convincing as are 
* the cures performed daily by the piHs, 
powders, drops, and balfams advertifed in the 
London newfpapers. After the (hutting of 
the Holy Door, mafs was celebrated at , 
midnight ; and the ceremony was attended 
by vaft multitudes of people. For my own 
part, I fufpended my curiofity till next day, 
which was Ch rift mas- day, when I returned 
again to St. Peter's church, and faw the 
Pope perform mafs on that folemn occafion. 
His Holinefs went through all the evolutions 
of the ceremony with an addrefs and flexi- 
bility of body, which are rarely to be found 
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in thofe who wear the tipra ; who ar^ 
.generally fpeaking, men bowing under the 
load of years and infirmities. His prefent 
Holinefs has hitherto differed from neither. 
His features are regular, and he has a fine 
•countenance ; his perfon is draight, and his 
.movements graceful. His leg and foot are 
remarkably well made, and always orna- 
mented with dik dockings, and red flippers, 
of the mod delicate coridru&ion. Notwith- 
ftanding that the papal uniforms are hy no 
means calculated to fet off the perfon .Jto the . 
greated advantage, yet the peculiar neatnefe 
with which they are put on, and the nice 
adjudment of their mod minute parts, 
diffidently prove that his prefent Holinefs is 
not infenfible of the charms of his perfon, 
or unfolicitous about his external ornaments* 
Though verging towards the winter of life, 
his cheeks dill glow with autumnal rofes, 
which, at a little didance, appear as blooming 
as thofe of the fpring. If he himfelf were 
Jefs clear-fighted than he fecms to be, to the 
beauties of his face and perfon, he could not 
alfo be deaf to the voices of the women, who 
fcreak out into exclamations, in praife of 
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iboth, as often as he appears in public. On 
3i public occafion, lately, as. he was carried 
through a particular ftreet, a young woman 
at a window exclaimed, " Quanto e bello I 
" O quanto e bello :'!"* and was immediately 
anfwered by a zealous old lady at the window 
oppofite, who folding her hands in each 
other, and raifing her eyes to heaven, cried 
out with a mixture of love for his perfon, 
and veneration for his facred, office, " Tanto 
" e bello, quanto e fanto !" f When we 
•know that fuch a quantity of incenfe is daily 
hurnt under his facred noftrils, we ought 
not to be aftonifhed, though we fhould 
find his brain, on fome occafions, a little 
intoxicated * 
Vanity is a very comfortable failing; and 
has fuch an univerfal power over mankind,, 
that not only the gay bloflbms of; youth, but 
even the fliri veiled bofom of age, and the^ 
contradied heart of bigotry, open, expand; 
and difplay ftrong marks of fenfibility under 
its influence. . . ... 

* How beautiful lie is ! 0 how beautiful he Wf 
s*f He is as beautifal as he is Jjcily ! . . . . : • 
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After mafs, the Pope gave the bcnedi&ia* 
to the people affemblcd in the Grand Court 
before the church of St. Peter's. It was a 
remarkably fine day ; an immenfe multitude 
felled that fpacious and magnificent area ; 
the horfe and foot guards were drawn op io 
their mod fhowy uniform. The Pope, (bated 
in an open, portable chair, in all the fplen- 
dour which his wardrobe could give, with 
the tiara on his head, was carried out of a • 
large window, which opens on a balcony in 
the front of St. Peter's. The filk hangings 
and gold trappings with which the chair was 
cmbellifhed, concealed the men who carried 
it, fo that to thofe who viewed him from 
' the area below, his Holinefs feemed to fail 
forward from the window, felf-balanced in 

i 

the air, like a ecleftial being. The inftant he % 
appeared, the mufic ftruck up, the bells 
ming from every church, and the cannon 
thundered from the caftle of St. Angelo, in 
repeated peals. During the intervals, the 
church of St. Peter's, the palace of the 
Vatican, and the banks of the Tiber, re- 
echoed the acclamations of the populace. 
At length his Holinefc arofe from his feat, 
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and an immediate and awful filence enfued. 
The multitude fell upon their knees, with 
their hands and eyes raifcd towards his 
Holinefs, as to a benign Deity. After a 
folemn paufe, he pronounced the bene- 
di&ion, with great fervour ; elevating his 
outftretched arms as high as he could; 
then elofmg them together, and bringing 
them back to his bread with a flow motion, 
as if he had get hold of the bleffing, anil was 
drawing it gently from heaven. Finally, he 
threw his arms open, waving them for fome 
time as if his intention had been to fcatter- 
the bencdi&ion with impartiality among the 
people. 

No ceremony can be better calculated for 
ftriking the fenfes, and impofing on the un- 
derftanding, than this of the Supreme Pontiff 
giving the blcfling from the balcony of St. 
Peter's. For my own part, if I had not, in 
my early youth, received imprcflions highly 
unfavourable to the chief a&or in this magi- 
ficent interlude, I fliould have been in dan^ 
ger of paying him a degree of refpe£, very 
inconfiftent with the religion in which I 
was educated. 
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^Tn my laft, I informed you of my having 
been feduced almoft into idolatry, by the 
influence of 'example, and the pomp which 
furrounded the idol. I muft now confefs 
that I have a&ually bowed the knee to Baa L, 
from mete wantonnefs. We ate told that, 
to, draw near to that Being, who ought to 
be the only obje£t of woKhip, with our 
lips, while pur hearts are far from him, is a 
mockery. Such daring and abfurd hypo- 
cnfy I (ball always avoid : but to have drawn 
near to him % who ought not to.be an obje& 
of worfliip,. with the lips only, while the 
heait continued at a diftance, I hope will be 
confidered as no more than a venial tranf- 
greflion. In Ihort, I truft, that it will not 
be looked on as a mortal fin in Proteftants 
t o have luffed the Pope's toe. If it fhould, 
ibme of your friends are in ,a deplorable 
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way, as you fliall hear. — It is ufual for Gran- 
gers to be prefentcd to his Holinefs, before 
they leave Rome. The Duke of Hamilton, 
Mr. Kennedy, and myfelf, have all been at 
the Vatican together, upon that important 
bufmefs. . Your young acquaintance Jack^ 
who, having now got a commiffion in the 
army, confiders himfelf no longer as a boy* 
defired to accompany us. We went under 
the aufpices of a certain ecclefiaftic, who 
ufually attends the Englifti on fach occa- 
fions. - • - * • ■ - 

He very nattaratly concluded, that It 
would be moft agreeable to us to hav* the 
circumftances of kifling the flipper difpenfed 
ivhh. Having had fome converfation, theret- 
ofore, with his Holinefs, in his own apart* 
ment, while we remained in anbther room, 
previous to our introduction ; he afterwards 
returned, and informed us, that the PohtifF, 

•indulgent to the prejudices of the Britifli 

• 

nation j did not infift on that part of the ce- 
remonial ; and therefore a very low bow, 
on our being prefented, was all that would 
/t>e required of us. . - - .t« 

- A bow ! cried the Duke of Hamilton ; I 
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£hould not have given myfelf any trouble 
about the matter, had I fufpe&cd that all 
was to end in a bow. I looked on kifling 
the toe as the only amufing cirrumftance of 
the whole ; if that is to be omitted, I will 
not be introduced at all. For if the moll 
ludicroas part is left out, who would wait 
for the reft of a farce ? 

This was a thunderltroke to our negotia- 
tor, who expe£ed thanks, at lead, for the 
honourable terras he had obtained ; but who, 
on the contrary, found himfelf in the Came 
difagreeablc predicament with other nqro- 
ciators, who have met with abufe and re- 
proach from their countrymen, on account 
of treaties for which they expe&ed aniverfal 
applaufc. 

- The Duke of Hamilton knew nothing of 
the treaty which our introducer had juft con- 
cluded; otherwifehe would certainly have 
prevented the negotiation. As I perceived, 
however, that our ambaffador was mortified 
with the thoughts that all his labour fhould 
prove abortive, 1 faid, that although he had 
prevailed with his Holinefs to wave that part 
#f the ceremonial, which bis Grace thought 

4 
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fo enjtertaiQii^g, y«t it would unqueftionahly 
be j#o*e ??greeable to him that the whole 
iho^d bp pawned to its rutmpft ,e«ent ; 
this new arrangement, therefore, needed 
*iot bp an ohftru&ion to our Jbeing pre- 
A^ted. . 

u The countenance pf our Cond u&or bright- 
ened up at this propofe^ . _He v iniiin.cdiatcl : y 
4*fhered u& imp the pjefence of the Spp/eroe 
^owifi:- We ajl bowed to the ground ; the 
ifypplefl of . company; had khe happ'wiejs 
<to touch the facrecj flipper with tbeir lips, 
*md the Jeatf agile ware within a few inches 
pf that hociour. Ai this was more than had 
jbeen bar ; gaiue|d ior^ bis Holinefs feemed 
agreeably furprifed ; xaifed the Duke with a 
/railing eountenanee,.and converted with him 
in an obliging manner, afking the common 
jjueftions, How Jong he had been in Italyf 
Whether he found Rome agreeable ? When 
Jhe intended to fet out for Naples ? — He 
{aid ^methjog of the fame kind to each of 
ihe company - 9 and, after abwt a quarter 
Af an ftopr or (twenty vinutff, we took our 
Jcave. 

Next <fcy, his fronds fent his corapli- 
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ments to tW'Duke,' witK a prefent of two 

• • , f • ■ 11 * » 

medals, one of goldj and the other of filvef ; 
on both J of which the head of the Pontffr 
Is very accurately engraved. 4 * J 

" : The manner in which the 'generality 6f 
fovereign princes pafs their time, is as far 
from being amufing or agreeable, as one 
can poffibly imagine. Slaves to the tire- 
fome routine of etiquette; martyrs to the 
oppreflive fatigue of pomp ; conftrained to 
walk every levee day around the fame dull 
circle, to gratify the vanity of fifty or a 
hundred people, by whifpering a fomething 
or a nothing into the eaTS of each ; obliged 
to wear a fmrlrng countenance, even when 
the heart is opprefled with fadnefs; befieged 
hy the craving faces of thofe, who are more 
difpleafed at what is withheld, than grateful 
for the favours they have received; fur- 
rounded, as he conftantly Is, by adepts in 
the art of fimulation, all profeffing the 
higheft poflible regard ;how {hall the puzzled 
monarch diftiriguifli real from aflumed at- 
tachment ? and what a r'rfk does he run, of 
placing his confidence where he ought to 
have direfted his indignation ! And to all 
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thefe inconveniencies, when we add this, 
that he is precluded from thofe delightful 
fenfations which fpring from difinterefted 
fjiendfliipi, fweet equality, ,and the gay,, 
carelefs enjoyments of focial life, we muft 
acknowledge, that all that is brilliant in the 
condition of a fovereign, is not fufficient to 
cornpenfate for fuch reftraints, fuch dangers, 
and fuch deprivations. . \ , 

; So far indeed are we from confidering 
that envied condition as enviably, that great 
part of mankind are more apt to think it . 
infupportable ; and are furprifed to find, 
that thofe unhappy men, whom fate has 
condemned to fuffer the pains of royalty 
for life, are able to wait with patience for 
he natural period of their days. For, 
xange as it may appear,, hiftory^does not 
irniih us with an inftance, not even in 
reat Britain itfclf, of a kirg, who hanged, 
drowned, or put himfelf to death in any 
ter violent manner, from mere tasdidm* 
other mortals, difgufted with life, are apt 
'o. I was at a lofs to account for fuch 
xtraorcJinary fa&, till T recollected thar, 
sver void of refources and activity the 
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minds of monarch* may be, they are fel* 
dom allowed to reft in repofe. The ftorm* 
to which people in their lofty fituation are 
expofed, occafion* fuch agitations, as prevent 
the ftagnating flune of tafcdium from ga- 
thering on their mnds. That kings da 
not commit filicide,, therefore, affords ori!^ 
a very flender preemption of the happinefe 
of their condition : although it is a {frortg 
proof, that all the hurricanes' of life are not 
fo infupporfable to the Human mind, avtfca* 
ihfipid, fearlefs, hopelefs calm, which en- 
velopes men Who are devoid of mental en*- 
joyments, and whofe fenfes are palled Wit!*' 
fatiety. If therei is any trutlv in the above? 
representation of the regal condition, would 
not you imagine that of all others it would- 
be the raoft rtiunned? Would not yot* 
imagine that every human being would 
/hrink from it, as from certain iriifery ; and 
that at leaft every wife mart would- fey, 
with the Poet : v ' . ; - 

I envy none their pageantry and (how, 
I envy none the gilding of their woe ? 

Not only every wife man, hut every fooliifc 
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rtan, will adopt the Tentiment, and a& 
accordingly ; provided his rank in life re- 
moves him from the poffibility of ever 
attaining the objeds in queftion. For what 
is fituated beyond the fphere of our hopes, 
very feldom excites our defires ; but bring 
the powerful magnets a little nearer, and 
they attraftth© human paflions with a force 
which reafon anil philofophy cannot' control'. 
Placed within their reach, the wife and the 

9 

foolift grafp with equal eagernefs at crowns 
and feeptres, in fpite of all the thorns with 
which they are furrounded. Their alluring 
magic feems to have the power of changing 
the very characters and natures of men. In 
purfuit of them, the indolent have been 
excited' to the moft aflive exertions, the 
voluptuous have renounced their darling 
pleafures ; and even thofe who have long 
valked in the diredt road of integrity, have 
eviatcd into all the crooked paths of villany 
id fraud. 

The re are paflions, whofe indulgence is 
exceedingly flattering to the natural vanity 
men, that they will gratify them, though 
fuaded that 1 the gratification will be at- 
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tended by difappointment and mifery. The 
Jove of power and fovereignty is of this ctaik. 
It has been a general belief, ever fin.ee the 
kingly office was eftabliftied among men. 
that cares and anxiety were the conftant 
attendants of royalty. Yet this general 
convidtion never made a fingle perfon decline 
an opportunity of embarking on this fea of 
troubles. Every new adventurer flatters 
himfelf, that he {hall be guided by fome 
happy ftar undifcovered by former navi- 
gators ; and thofe who, after trial, have re- 
]inqui{hed the voyage — Charles, Chriftina, 
Amadeus, and others — when they ha J 
quitted the helm, and were fafely arrived 
in port, are faid to have languifhed, all the 
reft of their lives, for that fituation which 
their own experience taught them was 
fraught with mifery. 

Henry the Fourth of England did not 
arrive at the throne by the natural anddiredi 

road. Shakefpeare puts the following Ad- 

• -* 

drefs to Sleep, into the mouth of this 

i. * - ' * * - j ' - ' - 

monarch : 

— — -O Sleep ! O gentle Sleep ! . 

Nature's foft nu,rfe, how have 1 frighted the£, r . 

•" That • 
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That thou no more wilt weigh my eyelids down, 
And fteep my ferifes in forgetfulnefc ? 
Why rather, Sleep, lieft thou in fmoky cribs, 
Upon uneafy pallats ftretching thee, 
And hufh'd with bufy night-flies to thy 
{lumber ; 

Than in the perfum'd chambers of the Great, 
Under the canopies of coftly ftate, 
And luIFd with founds of fweetell melody ? 
O thou dull God ! why ly'ft thou with the vile 
Xn loathfome beds ; and leav'ft the kingly couch 
A watch-cafe, or a common 'larum bell ? 
Wilt thou, upon the high and giddy maft, t ; 
Seal up the Ship- boy's eyes, and rock his brains 
la cradle of the rude imperious furge ; 
And in the vifitation of the winds, 
Who take the ruffian billows by the top, 
Curling their monftrous heads, and banging them 
With deaf ning clamours in the flipp'ry flirouds ? 
Can'ft thou, O partial Sleep ! give fhyrepofe * 
To the wet fea-boy in ah hour fo rude ; 
And in the calmeft and mod ftilleft night, 
With all appliances and means to boot, 
Deny it to a King ? — — : V/ 

However eager and impatient this Prince 
may have formerly been to obtain the 
crown, you would conclude that he was 

VOL. II. c 
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quite cloyed by pofleflion at the time he 
made this fpeech ; and therefore, at iirft fight, 
you would not expe6t that he (hould af- 
terwards difplay any cxceffi\e attachment 
to what gives him fo much uneafinefs. 
But Shakefpeare^ who knew the fecret 
wiflies, perverfe defires, and ftrange incon- 
fiftencies of the human heart, better than 
man ever knew them, makes this very 
Henry fo tenacfamfly fond of that which 
he hirnfelf confidered as the caufe of all 
his inquietude, that he cannot bear to have 
fhc crown one moment out of his fight, 
but orders it to be placed on his pillow when 
he lies on his death- bed. 

Of all diadems, the Tiara, in my opi- 
nion, has the feweft charms ; and nothing 
can afford a ftronger proof of the ftrength 
and perfeveraixre of man's paffion for Fon 
vereign power, than our knowledge, that 
even this ecclefiaftical crown is (ought after 
with as much engerneCs, perhaps with more, 
than any other crown in the world, al- 
though the candidates are generally in the 
d&liise of life* and all of a profeffion which 
mtvA the nfoft pfcife<& contempt of worldly 

• > * 
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grandeur. This appears the more wonderful 
when we reflefit, that, over and above thofe 
fources of wearinefe and „ vexation, which 
the Pope has in common with other fo- 
vereigns, he has fome which are peculiar 
to himfelf. — The tirefome religious func- 
tions which he mud perform, the ungenial 
folitude of his meals, the exclufion of the 
company and converfation of women, re- 
ftri&ion from the tendered and mod de* 
lightful connexions in life, from the en- 
dearments of a parent, and the open ac~ 
knowledgment of his own children; his mind 
pppreffed with the gloomy reflections that 
the man for whom he has the leaft regard, 

• 

perhaps his, greateft enemy, may be" his 
immediate fucceflbr ; to which is added, 
the pain of feeing his influence, both fpi- 
T&uai and temporal, declining every day: 
. and the mortification of knowing, that all 
his ancient lofty pretentions are laughed at 
by one half of the Roman Catholics, all the 
Protefiants, and totally difregarded by the 
reft of mankind. I know of nothing which 
can be put in the other fcale to balance all 
thofe peculiar difivJyantages under which his 

■ 
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Holinefs labours, unlefs it is the lingular fe~ 
licity whicH he lawfully may, and no doubt 
does enjoy, in the contemplation of his own 
infallibility, 

• » 

i 

. — 1— — ■ 

LETTER LI. 

Rome, 

x Jn their external deportment, the Italians 
have a grave folemnity of manner, which is 
fometimes thought to arife from a natural 
gloominefs of difpofition. The French, 
above all other nations, are apt to impute to 
melancholy, the fedate ferious air which ac- 
companies reflection. 

Though in the pulpit, on the theatre* 
and even in common converfation, the Ita- 
lians make ufe of a great deal of a&ion ; yet 
Italian vivacity is different from French; 
the former proceeds from fenfibility, th$ 
latter from animal fpirits, 

» 



Digitized by Google 



toJiimfeAs IN If ALT. 53 

a 

The inhabitants of this country have 
not the bri(k look,, and elaftic trip, which is 
univerfal in France ; they move rather with 
a flow compofed pace ; their fpines, never 
having been forced into a ftraight line, retain 
the natural bend; and the people of the 
moft finiftied fefhion, as well as the ncg- 
le&ed vulgar, feem to prefer the uncon- 
ftrained attitude of the Antinous, and other 
antique ftatues, to the artificial graces of a 
French dancing- mafter, or the ere£l ftrut of 
a German foldier. I imagine I perceive a 
great refemblance between many of the 
living countenances I fee daily, and the fea- 
tures of the ancient bufts and ftatues ; which 

» 

leads me to believe, that there are a greater 
number of the genuine defcendants of the 
old Romans in Italy, than is generally 
imagined. 

I am often ftruck with the fine chara&er 
of countenance to be feen in the ftreets of 
Rome. I never faw features more expref- 
five of refle&ion, fenfe, and genius ; in the 
very loweft ranks there are countenances 
which announce minds fit for the higheft 
and moft important fituations ; and we 
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cannot help regretting, that thofe to whom 
ihey belong, have not received an edt** 
cation adequate to the natural abilities 
we -are. Convinced they poflefs, and placed 
whe;e thofe abilities could be brought into . 
action. 

Of all the countries in Europe, Switzer T 
land is that in which the beauties of nature 
appear in the greateft variety of forrw^ and 
on the Tnoft magnificent feale ; in that coun- 
try, therefore, the young Inndfcape paintef 
has the beft chance of feizing the mod fub- 
lime ideas : but Italy is the beft feboo] far 
the hiftory painter, not only on account of 
its being enriched with the works of the 
greateft mafters, and the noblcft. model*, of 
antique fculpture; but alfo on rccouflt of 
the fine expreffive ftyle of the Italian coun^ 
tenance. Here you have few or none of 
thofe fair, fat, gliftening, unmeaning faces, 
fo common in the more northern parts of 
Europe. 1 happened once to fit by afor 
reigner of my acquaintance at the Opera m 
the Hay-market, when a certain Nobleman* 
who at that tince was a good deal talked of* 
entered* I -whtfpered him — " That is Lord 
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« J* " Not furely the famous Lord 

« faid he. « Yes," faid I, " .the 

" Vjery fame." " It muft be. acknowledge*} 

" then," continued he, " that the nob)? 

\ Earl does infinite honour to thofe who 

" have had the care of his educatiQn." 

" How fo?" rejoined I. " Beciuifc," rer 

plied the foreigner, 44 a countenance 

" completely vacant, ftrongly indicates f 

" deficiency of natural abilities ; the refpecp 

" table figure he makes in the fenate, Ttherer 

" fore prefame, muft he entirely owing r tp 

«« inArMaion," l( 

Strangers, on their ^rival at Rome, .fqrqi 

flp high idea of the beauty of the Rpmpp 

.women, from the fpecimens they fee i# tbp 

ftfliionablc circles to which they ?re ftrfi in r 

4fpd|iced. There are fon^e exceptions j but 

jfi g^eral it muft be acknowledged, th^t 

the present race of women of high rank arp 

nare difti^gt^ifhed by their other ornament^ 

hfm by thqir beauty. Among the citizens,, 

oweveg, and |n the lpwer claffes, you frer 

lQQtly mee* with the n^ft beautifqI,cQun r 

i^cps. for a h^illjant red and wjiite, anjl 

the charms #f . cwJexipn, no ,wpnagg} 

■ 
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are equal to the Englifh. If a hundred, or 
any greater number, of Englifh women 
were taken at random, and compared with 
the fame number of the wives and daugh- 
ters of the citizens of Rome, I am convinced. 

• t i 

that ninety of the Englifh would be found 
handfomer than ninety of the Romans ; but 
the probability is, that two or three in the 
hundred Italians, would have finer counte- 
nances than any of the Englifh. Englifh 
beauty is more remarkable in the country, 
than in towns ; the peafnntry of no country 
in Europe can (land any comparifon, in 
point of looks, with thofe of England. That 
race of people have the conveniencies of life 
in no other country in fuch perfe&ion ; they 
are no where fo well fed, fo well defended 
from the injuries of the feafons; and no 
where elfe do they keep themfelves fo per- 
fectly clean, and free from all the vilifying 
•effect of dirt. The Englifh country girls, 
taken colledtively, are, unqueftionably, thq 
handfomeft in the world. The female pea- 
fants of moll other countries, indeed, are fo 
hard worked, fo ill fed, fo much tanned by 
the fun, and fo dirty, that it is difficult to 
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know whether they have any beauty or not. 
Yet I have been informedJ>y fome amateurs, 
fince I came here, that in fpite of all thefe 
difadvantages, they fometimes find, among 
the Italian peafantry, countenances highly 
interefting, and which they prefer to all the 

* 

cherry cheeks of Lancafliire. 

Beauty, doubtlefs, is infinitely varied ; 
and happily for mankind, their taftes and 
opinions, on the fubje£t, are equally va- 
rious. Notwithftanding this variety, how- 
ever, a ftyle of face, in fome meafure pe* 
culiar to its own inhabitants, has been 
found to prevail in each different nation of 
Europe. This peculiar countenance is again 
greatly varied, and marked with every de- 
gree of difcrimination between the extremes 

w i 

of beauty and uglinefs. I will give you a 
fketch of the general ftyle of the moft : beau- 
tiful female heads in this country, from 
which vou may judge whether they are to 
your tafte or not. 

A great profufion of dark hair, which 
feems to encroach upon the forehead, 
rendering it fhort and narrow ; the nofe 
generally either aquiline, or continued in a 
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ftraigfrt line from the lower part of tt*e 
brow; a full and (hort upper lip ; by the 
way, nothing has a worfe effe& on ^ coun* 
tenance, than a large interval between th$ 
nofe and mouth ; the eyes are large, amd- 
of a fparkling black. The black eye cer r 
tainly labours under one disadvantage, 
which is, that, from the iris and pvpil 
Ibeing of the fame colour, the contra&ioa 
and dilatation of the latter is n<?t fees, by 
which the eye is abridged of half iU 
powers. Yet the Italian eye is wonder T 
fully exprefllve ; fome people think it fay* 
too much. - The complexion, for the moft 
part, is of a cl-ear brown, fometimes fair, 
but very feldom florid, or of that bright 
fairnefe which is common in England an# 
JSaxony. It mull be owned, that thofe 
features which have 3 fine expreflipn of 
fentiment and meaning in youth, are mor^ 
apt, than lefs ex preffive faces, to becomf 
foon ftrong and mafculine. In England 
*md Germany, the women r a little advanced 
jh Jife, retain the appearance pf yourf* 
ionger than in Italy. 

; With c.ounteqaqc:«s fo frvourable for tte 
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pencil, you will naturally imagine,- tha£ 
portrait-painting is in the higheft per- 
fection here* The reverfe, however, of 
this true ; that branch of the art is in 
the loweft eftimation all over Italy. Ii> 
palaces, the beft furnifhed with pictures, 
you feldom fee a portrait of the proprietor, 
or any of his family* A quarter length Of 
the reigning Pope is fometipies the only 
portrait of a living perfon, to be feeq im 
the whole "palace. Several of the. Rom^ 
Princes affeit to have a room . of flpte, 
or audience chamber, in which i$ a raifed 
feat like a throne, with a canopy over it. 
In thofe rooms the effigies of the Pontiff 
are hung ; they are the work of very ijjr 
f erior artifts, and feldom coft above thrc? 
on four fequins. As foon as his Holinefs 
departs this life, the portrait difappear*, 
and the face of bis fucceffor is in dtps 
time bung up in its ftead. This, yop \y$ 
fay, is treating their old Sovereign Ji Jittlp 
unkindly, and paying no very, px^nfive 
compliment to the new ; it is not Jo cecq- 
nomical, .however. as : what,was pra&ifed by 
a ccrtafn perfpn, J MX hifpriB yoj» 
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whether he was a Frenchman or an En- 
gliflirnan, but he certainly was a courtier, 
and profeffed the h gheft poflible regard for 
all living monarchs ; but confidered them as 
Ho better than any other piece of clay when 
dead. He had a full length pidlure of his 
own Sovereign in the principal room of his 
houfe ; on his majefty's death, to favc 
himfelf the ex pence of a frefh body, and 
a new fuit of ermine, he employed a 
fainter to brufh out the face and periwig, 
and clap the new King's head on his grand- 
father's /houlders ; which, he declared, 
were in the mod perfect prefervation, and 
fully able to wear out three or four fuch 
heads as painters ufually give in thefe de- 
generate days. 

' The Italians, in general, very feldom take 
the trouble of fitting for- their pi6tures. 
They confider a portrait as a piece of paint- 
ing, which engages the admiration of no- 
body but the perfon it reprefents, or the 
painter ^ho drew it. Thofe who are in 
Wcumftances to pay the beft artifts, gene- 
rally employ them in fome fjjefl more 
univerfally interefting, than the reprefenta- 



Digitized by Google 



MANNERS IN ITALY, 



tlon of human countenances ftaring out of 
a piece of canvafs. 

. Pompeio Battoni is the heft Italian painter 
now at Rome. His tafte and genius led him 
to hiftory painting, and his reputation was 
originally acquired in that line ; but by far 
the greater part of his fortune, whatever that 
may be, has flowed through a different chan- 
nel. His chief employment, for many years 
pad, has been painting the portraits of the 
young Englifh, and other ftrangers of for- 
tune, who vifit Rome. There are artifts in 
England fuperior in this, and every other 
branch of painting, to Battoni. They, like 
him, are feduced from the free walks of ge- 
nius, and chained by intereft to the fervile 
drudgery of copying feces. Beauty is worthy 
of the moil delicate pencil; but, gracious 
heaven ! why fhould every periwig pated 
fellow, without countenance or charadter, 
infift on feeing his chubby cheeks on 
canvas ? • 

< *\ Could you not give a little expref- 
u fion to that countenance ?" faid a gentle- 
man to an eminent Englifli painter, who 
ihowed him a portrait which he had juft 
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finifhed. " I have made that attempt already ,7 
replied the painter; " but what the pi(&ure 
"gained in expreffipn, it loft in likenefs; 
" and, by the time there, was a little 
" common fenfe in the countenance, .no* 
*« body knew for whom it was intended* 
" I was obliged, therefore, to make an 
?' entire new pi<$iure, with the face pert 
" feaiy like, and perfedly meaninglefs, a* 
" you fee it." . ,.. ; 

. Let, the colours for eyer remain, wfaicli 
record the laft fainting efforts of Chatham i 
the expiring triumph of Wolf ; or the inde r 
cifion of Garrick, equally allured by the twQ 
contending Mufes ! But let thpfe peri/h ancj 
fly from the canvas, which blind (elf-lov$ 
fpreads for infipidity ?nd uglinefs I Why 
{hould pofterity know, that the firft genipi 
pf the age, and thofe whqfe pencil we*e 
formed to fpeak to the heart, ?nd delineate 
beauteous Natjtfe* were chiefly employed irt 
copying faces ? and many of them, faces thai 
imitate humanity fo abominably, ihat, to 
life Hamlets expre&on, they feem not the 
genuine work pf Nature, httt of Natures 
journeymen. ... • . , i 
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To Aifi -ridiculous feif-love, equally pre-: 
valent among the great, vulgar, and fmaU, 
feme of the beft paintefs in Frapce, Ger T 
many, and Great Britain, are obliged for 
their fobfiftei*ce. This creates a fufpicion, 
that a ttfte &r the tvepl beauties of painting, 
is not quite fo univerfal, ?s a fenfibil^ty to 

their own perfonal beauties, among the 

> 

individuals of thefe countries. And nothing 
can he a ftronger proof of the important 
light in which men appear in their own eyes r 
and their fmall importance in thofe of others, 
than the different treatment which the gene- . 
rality of portraits receive, during the life, 
and after , the death, of their constituents. 
During the firftof thefe periods, they inhabit 
the fineft apartments of the houfes to which 
they belong ; they are flattered by the guefts, 
and always viewed with an eye of com- 
placency by the landlord. But, after ihh 

commencement of the fecond, they begin 

* 

to be negledted ; in a fliort time are igno- 
jninioufly ihruft up to the garret ; and, to 
fill up the meal u re of their affii&ion, they 
finally, are thrown out of doors, in the mod 
barbarous manner, without diftin<aion of 
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rank, age, or fex. Thofe of former times 
are Scattered, like Jews, with their long 
beards and brown complexions, all over the 
fhce of the earth : and, even of the prefent 
century, Barons of the mod ancient families, 
armed cap-a-p£c, are to be purchafed for 
two or three ducats, in moft of the towns of 
Germany. French Marquifes, in full fuits 
of embroidered velvet, may be had at Paris 
ftill cheaper : and many worftiipfut citizens 
of London are to be feen dangling on the 
walls of an au£Hon-room, when they are 
fcarce cold in their graves, 

■ 

■ 

LETTER L1L 

Rome* 

There are no theatrical entertainments 
permitted in this city, except during the 
Carnival ; but they are then attended with a 
degree of ardour unknown in capitals whofe 
inhabitants . * are under no fuch reftraint. 
Every kind of amufement, indeed, in this 
gay fcafon, is followed with the greateft 
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eagernefs. The natural gravity of the Roman 
citizens is changed into a mirthful vivacity ; 
and the ferious, fombre citv of Rome 

m 

exceeds Paris itfelf in fprightlinefs and gaiety. 
This fpirit feems gradually to augment, from 
its commencement; and is at its height in 
the laft week of the fix which comprehend 
the Carnival. The citizens then appear in 
the ftreets, mafked, in the characters of 
Harlequins, Pantaloons, Punchinellos, and 
all the fantaftic variety of a mafquerade. 
This humour fpreads to men, women, and 
children ; defcends to the loweft ranks, and 
becomes univerfal. Even thofe who put on 
no malk, and have no defire to remain 
unknown, rcje& their ufual clothes, and 
aflame forae whimGcal drefs. The coachmen, 
who are placed in a more confpicuous point 
of view than dthers of the fame rank in life, 
and who are perfe&ly known by the carriages 
they drive, generally affe& fome ridiculous 
difguife: many of them choofe a woman's 
drefs, and have their faces painted, and 
adorned with patches. However dull thefe 
fellows may be when in breeches, they 
are, in petticoats, confidered as the pleafanteft 
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men in the world ; and excite much laughter 
in every ftreet in which they appear. I 
observed to an Italian of my acquaintance, 
that, confidering the ftaleoefs of the joke, I 
was fqrprifed at the mirth it feemed to raife 
44 When a whole city," anfwered he, 44 ar$ 
11 refoived to be merry for a week tqgether* 
44 it is exceedingly convenient to have a few 
44 eftabiiflied jokes r^ady made ; the young 
•* 4 laugh at the novelty, and the old froifc 
44 prefcription. This metamorphosis of th$ 
44 coachmen is certainly not the mqft refinqd 
44 kind of wit; however, it is rpore harnw 
44 lefs than the hjurping of heretics, wbick 
44 formerly was a great fource qf aijiufer 
44 ment to *otjr populace." t 
The ftreet, called the Corfo, is the great 
fcene of thefe mafquerades. It is crowded 
.every night with people of all conditions * 
Thofe pf rank come in coaches, or in opeg 
carriages, made on purpofe. A kind tf 
icivil war is carried on by the company, as 
tthey pafs each other. The greateft mark 
*>f attention you can (hew your friends and 
acquaintance is, to throw a handful ctf 
Jittle wMte halls, refen&biipg fugar plumbs, 
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f&ttoih their faces - and if they are not 
deficient in . politenefs, they will inftantly 
return you the compliment. All who wiih 
to make a figure in the Corfo, come well 
fupplied in this kind of ammunition. 

Sometimes two or three opien carriages, 
on a fide, with Jbve or fix perfonS jof both 
fexes in each, draw up oppofite to each 
other, and fight a pitched battle, Qn thefe 
occafions, the combatants arei provided with 
whole bags full of the fmall (hot above 
'mentioned, which they throw at each othef 
with muich apparent fury^ till their arm* 
munition is exhaufted, and the field of battle 
is as white as fnow* - / „ , 

The peculiar drefles of every nation of 
the globe, and of every, profeffion, befidefc 
all the fantaftic chara&ers ufual at mafque>- 
rades, are to be feen on the Corfo. Thofe 
of Harlequin and Pantaloon are in great 
vogue among the men. The citizens'. wives 
and daughters generally affe£k the pomp qf 
women of quality; while their brothers, or 
othefr relations, appear as train-bearers and 
attendants. In general, they feem to delight 
in characters the moft .remote from thsijr 
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own. Young people aflume the long beird; 
tottering ftep, and other concomitants of old 
age ; the aged chufe the bib and rattle of 
childhood ; and the women of quality, and 
women of the town, appear in the charadters 
of country maidens, nuns, and veftal virgins. 
All endeavour to fupport the affumed cha- 
racters to the beft of their ability ; but none 
in my opinion fucceed fo well as thofe who 
reprefent children. 

Towards the dufk of the evening, the 
horfe-race takes place. As foon as this is 
announced, the coaches, cabriolets, tri- 
umphal cars, and carriages of every kind, 
are drawn up, and line the flreet ; leaving a 
fpace in the middle for the racers to pafs. 
Thefe are five or fix horfes, trained on pur- 
pofe for this diverfion ; they are drawn up 
a-breafl: in the Piazza del Popolo, exactly 
where the Corfo begins. Certain balls, 
with little {harp fpikes, are hung along their 
fides, which ferve to fpur them on; As 
foon as they begin to run, thofe animals, by 
their impatience to be gone, (hew that they 
tmderftand what is required of them, and 

that they take as much pleafure as the fpec- 

> 

♦ 
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tators in the fport. A broad piece of 
canvas, fpread acrofs the entrance of the 
ftreet, prevents them from darting too foon : 
the dropping that canvas is the fignal for the 
race to begin. The horfes fly off together, 
and, without riders, exert themfelves to the 
utmoft; impelled by emulation, the (houts 
of the populace, and the fpurs above-men- 
tioned. They run the whole length of the 
Corfo, and the proprietor of the vi&or is 
rewarded by a certain quantity of fine fcarlet 
or purple cloth, which is always furnifhed 
by the Jews. . : 

This diverfion, fuch as it is, feems highly 
entertaining to the Roman populace ; though 
it appears a mighty foolifti bufinefs in the 
eyes of Englishmen. An acquaintance of 
mine, who had entirely ruined a fine fortune 
at Newmarket, told me, that Italian hqrfe* 
races were the mod ahfurd things in the 
world; that there were not a ' hundred 
guineas loft or won during a whole Car- 
nival ; and nothing could be a greater proof 
of the folly of the people, than their fpending 
their time in fuch a filly manner, 

Maiking and horfe-races are confined t* 
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the laft eight days \ but there are theatrical 
entertainments, of various kinds, during the 
whole fix weeks of the Carnival. The Se* 
rious Opera is mod frequented by people of 
fafliion, who generally take boxes for the 
whole feafon. The opera with which this 
theatre opened, was received with the higfaeft 
applaufe, though the mufic only was new. 
The Italians do not think it always neceflary 
to compofe new words for what is called a 
new opera ; they often fatisfy themfeives 
with new mufic to die atfe&ing dramas of 
Metaftafio. The audience here feem to 
lend a more profound and continued attention 
to the mufic, than at Venice. This is .pro* 
bably owing to the entertainment being * 
greater rarity in the one city than in the 
other ; for I could perceive that the people 
of fafhion, who came every night, began* 
after the opera had been; repeated feveral 
nights, to abate in theu attention, to receive 
vifitors in their boxes, and to Men only 
when fome favourite airs were finging; 



preferve the mod perfe& filence^ which is 
only interrupted by gentle murmurs of 
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pleafure from a few individuals, or an uni- 
▼erfal burft of applaufe from the whole 
affembly. I never faw fuch genuine marks 
Sf fatisfa&ion difplayed by any affembly, on 
any occafion*whatever. The fenfibility of 
feme of the audieftce gave me an idea of the 
f Ower of founds, which the dulnefs of my 
own auditory nerves could never have con- 
veyed to my mind. At certain airs, filent 
enjoyment was exprefled in every counte- 
nance ; at others, the hands were clafped 
together, the eyes haff {hut, and the breath 
drawn in with a prolonged figh, as if the 
foul were expiring in a torrent of delight. 
One young woman, in the pit, called out, 
* O Dio, dove fono ; che piaeer via caccia 

- Oft the firft night of the opera, after one 
of tbefe favourite airs, an univerfa! fhoat of 
appbttfe took place, intermingled with de* 
mands, that the compofer of tl*e mufic 
ihould appear. II Maeftrol il Maeftro I 
refounded from every corner of the hbufe. 
He was prefent, and fed the band of niufic ; 

* O God» where am I ! what pleasure ravishes mr 
soul. . • . » 

I •* " 
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he was obliged,- to ftand upon the bench, 
where he continued, bowing to the fpec- 
tators, till they were tired of aplauding 
him. One perfon, in the middle of the 
pit, whom I had remarked difplaying great 
figns of fatisfa&ion from the beginning 
of the performance, cried out, " Hedeferves 
" to be made chief mufician to the Virgin, 
u and to lead a choir of angels ! " This 
expreffion would be thought ftrong, in any 
country ; but it has peculiar energy here, 
where it is a popular opinion, that the Virgin 
Mary is very fond, and an excellent judge, 
of raufic. I received this information on 
Chriftmas morning, when I was looking at 
two poor Calabrian pipers doing their utmolfc 
to pleafe her, and the infant in her arms. 
They played for a full hour to one of her 

• 

images which ftand^ at the corner of a ftreet. 
All the other ftatues of the Virgin, which 
are placed in the ftreets, are ferenaded in the 
fame manner every Chriftmas morning. 
On my enquiring into the meaning of that 
ceremony, I was told the above-mentioned 
circumftanceof her chara&er, which, though 
you may have always thought highly pro- 
bable, 

m 



Digitized 



"' ihitHttii nt 'vixiiT. 7 3 

r 6aWe, perhaps, you never before knew for 
certain. .My informer was a pilgrim, who 
ftood liftening with great devotion to the 
pipers. He told me, at the fatiietime, that 
the Virgin's tafte was too. refined to have 
much fatisfa£lion in the performance of 
ihofe poof Calabrians, which was chiefly 
intended for the Infant; and he defired me 
-to remark, fhet the tunes were plain, 
fimple, anil fuch as might naturally be 
fuppofed agreeable to the ear of a child erf 
his tinre of life. ' '* ' r \ 

Though the fenious opera is in higheft 
e j and 

more regularly attended by 
people of the firft fafliion; yet the opera 
bufFas, or burlettas, are not entirely neg- 
lected, even by them, and are crowded, 
every night, by the .middle and lower clafles. 
Some admired fingers have performed there 
during the Carnival, and the mufical com- 
pofers have rendered them highly plealing to 
the .general tafte. . 

-. ; The ferious and burlefcjue operas prevail 
infinitely over the other theatrical enter- 
tainments at : Ronic, in fpite o£ the united 

VOX. II. D 
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' ... 

efforts of Harlequin, Pantaloon, and Punchi- 
nello. 

The prohibition of female performers 
renders the amufement of the Roman 
theatre very infipid, in the opinion of fofiie 
unrefined Englifhmen of your acquaintance 
who are here. In my own poor opinion, 
the natural fweetnefs of the female voice is 
ill fupplied by the artificial trills of wretched 
caftratos ; and the awkward agility of robuft 
linewy fellows drefled in women's clothes, is 
a moil deplorable fubftitution for the graceful 
movements of elegant female dancers. Is not 
the horrid pra&ice which is encouraged by 
this manner of fupplying the place of female 
fingers, a greater outrage on religion and 
morality, than can be produced by the 
evils which their prohibition is intended to 
prevent? Is it poffible to believe, that 
purity of fentiment will be preferved by 
producing eunuchs on the ftage? I fhould 
fear it would have a different effedt. At 
the funeral .of Junia, the wife of Caffius 
and fifter of Brutus, the flatues of all the 
great perfons conne&ed with her family 
by blood or alliance, were carried in pro- 
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ceflkuv except thofe of her brother and 
hufbancl. This deficiency ftruck the people 
more than any part of the proceffion, and 
brought the two illuftrious, Romans into 
their minds , with more, force than i.Oheic 
ftatues had been carried with the others.— 
44 Praefulgebant Caflius atque Brut us," . fays 
Tacitus, " eo ipfo, quod effigies eorum noip 
" vifebantur."* . 

, « , » , r » ,t 

,»• •> . < • «, 
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* Naples*; I 

J take the firft opportunity of informing 
you of our arrival in this city. Some of 
the principal objefts which occured on the 
road, with the fentimcnts they ' fuggerfecf 
to my mind, (hall forin the fubje<3 of this 
letter. uuu >- AY c 

¥ The memory of Cassius anil Brutus matte ft 
deeper impression oil the spectators, on this very 
account, that their statues were no t seen in the prir^ 

cession, ■ • V ' ,; - • r ..'Ui..:. 
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; It ft almoft impoffitte to go out of the 
wills of Rome, Without being impreffetl 
with melancholic icfeas; Hiving left tMt 
titi by St, jdhn dfr LtrteraiS's gate, we ftoft 
entered affcaciops'plain, ifhd drefve for federal 
miles Tn fight of feptilchral rii'onufnents ana 
fKeVuin's of Sricifent *qtiedi&5. Srxttis the 
Fifth retired one of theixyto T>ring tyater 
into that part of Rome where Dlbclefians 
baths formerly ftood : this water is now 
xalled aqua felice % from Felix, the name of 
that ppntrft whrle-he-was-only a Cordelier. 
Having changed horfes at the Torre de Mejs- 
zo Via, fo called froin an old Tower near 
the poft-houfe, we proceeded through a fi* 
leni, drferted, unwholefome country. We 
fcarce met a paffenger between Rome anfi 
Marino, a little town about twelve miles 
from the former, which has its name from 
Cams M'Vjus, who had a villa there ; it 
now belongs to the polonna family. While 

y .... * j . * tl lWlV^l ^ . . -- • V J « . . 

frefli horfes were harnefling, we vUited two 
churches, to fee two pL&ures which we had 

hMum^i i 'tjife'fiibj^a m# Va« 

^fece^le as jhM : ?t the other p. difficult t.Q 
execute. The connoifieur who directed us 
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to, thcfe: pieces, told ipe, that the firft, the 
flaying pf St. Barthplome^, by Quercinp, 
« a great {tyle, find/ coloured,, and the 
mufcles conyulfed Wfith pain in the f$reete$ 
manner imaginable ; be could have gazed 

# »* ^ ever. "As for the oth,er,v ad^ed 
he, * wtych, rcpre(epts tb,e Trinity, it is - 
f! natural, well grpupeJ, and eafily uqder- 
!« flood; and, thstf is all tbat can, be fa/id 
« for it." 

From IVfarino, the road, rnns, % fryerai 
miles over craggy mpuntain,?. In. afcepding 
Mqns Albaquj, we were charmed w kh, ? 
fine yiew of the country towards the fca ; 
Oftia, Aptium, the lajie A 1 ^ 00 ? an 4 the 
fields adjacgpt. The f P? m c P«?Rflnen? 
pjfrt? of this mppntaip plainly fh,ew, tjiat it 
has formerly been a vp,lcs»pp. The ia^e of 
#emi, whkh we left to the right, feeros, 
ljkp that pf AJhano, tp haye been formed in 
the cavity of a prafer. 

We came ne*t p Yeletri, an inconfir 
dcrable town, fituated on a hill. There ij 
pne palace here, w''th fpaqpus gardens, 
Which, when kept in repair, may haye been 
magpjficent. The flair-cafe, jhey affured 
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vjs, is ftill worthy of admiration. The in- 
habitants of Veletri aflert, that Auguftus 
was born there. Suetonius fays, he was 
born at Rome, It is certainly of no im- 
portance where he was born. Perhaps it 
would have been better for Rome, and for 
the world in general, that he never had been 
born at all. M The Veletfians are fo fond of 
emperors, that they claim a connexion everi 
- with Tiberius and Caligula, who had villas 
in their neighbourhood. The ruins of 
Otho's palace are ftill to be feen about a 
mile from this city, at a place called Golle 
Ottone. Ofthofe four emperors, the laft 
mentioned was by much the bed worth th6 
claiming as a countryman. As for Caligula, 
he was a mifchievous madman. Tiberius 
feems to have been born with wicked difpo- 
iitions, which he improved by art. Auguf* 
tus was naturally wicked, and artificially vir- 
tuous ; and Otho feems to have been exa£tfy 
the reverfe. Though educated in the mod 
vicious of courts, and the favourite and 
companion of Nero, lie ftilf preferved, in 
fome degree, the original excellence, of his 
character ; and at his death, difplayed a mag- 
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nanimity of fentiment, and noblenefs of 
condudt, of which the highly flattered Au- 
guftus was never capable. " Alii diutius 
44 iraperium tenuerint," fays Tacitus ; u ne- 
u mo tarn fortiter reliquerit." * Con- 
vinced that, if he continued the conteft with 
Vitellius, all the horrors of a civil war would 
be prolonged, he determined to facrifice his 
life to the quiet of his country, and to the 
fafety of his friends, f " To involve yon 
" in frefti calamities,'* faid this generous 
prince to the officers who offered ftill to 
fupport his caufe, u is purchafing life at a 
" price beyond what; in my opinion, is its 
44 value. Shall Roman armies be led againft 
44 each other, and the Roman youth be ex* 



* Many have held the empire longer j none ever 
relinquished it from more generous motives. 



f Hunc animum, hanc virtutem vestram, ultra 
periculis objicere, nimis grande vitse meae pretium 
puto. An ego tantum Romans pubis, tot egregios 

* * 

eaercitus, sterni rursus etrepublica eripi patiar? Este 
superstites, nee diu moremur j ego incolumitatexn 
vest ram, vos constantiam meam. De nemine queror, 
nam incusare deos vel homines, ejus est, qui viyere 
ielit. Tacit. Hist. lib. ii. 
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? cited to mutual flaughtei, on my ac r 
(t count? No [ for your fcfety, and tq 
" prevent fuch evil?, I die contented. Let 
V me be no impediment to your treating 
€t with the enemy; nor do you any Ion*. 
" & x oppofe my fi*ed refqiution. J com- 
" plain not of my fate, nor do I accufc 
" any body. To arraign the conduft of 
• f gods or men, is natural to thofe only who 
?* wifli to live." 

Though they are not to be compared in 
other refpe&s, yet . the death of Otho may 
vie with that of Cato ; and is one of the 
ftropgeft infancy to be found in hiftpry, 
that a life of effeminacy and voluptuoufnefs 
does not always eradicate the feeds of virtue, 
and benevolence. 

In the middle of the fquare of Veletri, 
Is a bronze ftatue of Urban the Eighth. 
I think they lold us it is the workmanfhip 
of Bernini. 

* * ' — i 

Defending from that town by a rougk 
road, bordered by vineyards and fruit tree*, 
we travcrfed an unfalubrious plain to Sen- 
monetta ; between which, and the poft^ 
houfe, called Cafa Nuova, a little to th$ 
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left of the highway, af£ fame vaults and 
j-uins, not greajtly worthy of the flotice of 
- Ifhie raejie antiquarian. Y* jtfffengetf of * 
fingylar$aft of #ijnd, wbVfcd themfeiy.ej 
«s roRclj jntere£cd in $e tranfa&ions rcr 
corded ui tlifi New Tefl.aro£nk as ipen of 
tafte are in paintings or heathen annuities, 
Aop a jlittJie hop <o .contemplate the 7}ef 
Tab f ma, which ai;e (aid to be the Three 
Taverns wentwied in the ASs of ih? 
Apoftles, yyliere thp£h/)iftia» brethren &pn> 
l&me qvoje to meet St. Paul * >y hen faf x 
ms.m hi* jouiiney to that city. I haye 
feen, hoyveyer, Chriftian .trayelle^sj 

m * 

jvbo, without bc'yig connoifleur^ 
opinion, that old fM'«ed houfe? .derived 
little yalue from ^he pkcumda^cs . jbo^- 
roeintipflfid, ;w\d -whp ; preferred a good «\qt 
fan inn to all the antiquities, facreJ ,oc 
fH^afle, *&aj they pj.et with on 4tair grand 
• lours. Without pre^uiniiig to biaw pay 
fat of laaen for their p^r.ticubr tafte, ! *nay 
Kmtuite to fey, tftat a ^rav^Ucr, a^Uq hwpf 
always to fee a . well- peopled and W oil? 
cultivated country, who kififfs on .good 
«tiiig xv^ry day, AU&dincat .coBofoitabk ibed 
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every night, would judge very wifely id 
never travelling out of England. — I am 
certain he ought not tor travel between 
Rome and Naples ; for on this road, efpe- 
trally the part which runs through the 
Ecclefiaftical State, the traveller's chief en- 
tertainment muft arife from a lefs fubftantial 
foundation ; from the ideas formed in the 
mind, at fight of places celebrated by favou- 
rite authors ; from a recollection of the 
important fcenes which have been a£ted 
therfe; and even from the thought of trea- 
ding the fame ground, and viewing the 
fame obje&s, with certain perfons who lived 
there fifteen hundred or two thoufand years 
ago. Strangers, therefore, who come under 
the firft defcription, whofe fenfes are far 
more powerful than their fancy, when they 
are fo ill advifed as ta come fo far from 
home, generally make this journey in very 
ill humour, fretting at Ijtalian beds, funfiing 
againft Italian cooks, and execrating every 
poor little Italian flea that they meet with 
©n the road. But he who can put up with 
indifferent fare cheerfully, whofe ferenity of 
temper remains umflaaken by the affauifc, 
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•f a flea, and who can draw amufement 
from the llores of memory and imagination, 
will find the powers of both wonderfully- 
excited during this journey. Sacred hiftory 
unites with profane, truth confpires with 
fable, to afford him entertainment, and 
render every obje& interefting. 

> Proxima Circeae raduntur littora terrae.* , 

Driving along this road, you have a fine 
view of Monte Circello, and - - 

the jEaean bay, 

Where Circe dwelt, the daughter of the Day ; 
Goddefs and queen, to whom the powers belong 
Of dreadful magic, and commanding fong. 

This abode of the enchantrefs Circe has been 
generally defcribed as an illand ; whereas it 
is, in reality, a promontory, united to the 
continent by a nfcdk tif land, Ther ad- 
ventures of Ulyfles and his companions at 
this place, with all the extraordinary things 
which Homer has recoided of Circe, muft 

ferve to amufe vou between Cafa Nuova 

•. ■ 

and Piperno; the road affords no other.* 

♦ • * 

At Piperno, anciently Privernum, yoa 

* Now by rich Circe's coast they bend their w*y* 



Digitized by 



g4 viirvr of socsxtt isni 

quit Circe, for Virgil's Camilla, a lady of w 
very different chara&er, whofe native city 

this is* '\ 4 

Near to Piperno 5 , an abbey, called Fofla 
Nuova, is fituated on the ruins of the little 
town of Forum Appii, the fame of which 
mention is made in the A&s of the ApoftJes, 
and by Horace, in his account of his jounaey 
to BrunduGum : 

Inde Forum Appl , 

DifFertum neutis, cauporribus arque malignis.f 



* Hos super advenit Volsdi de gente Camilla, 
Agmen agens equitum etflarenies arecateryos^ 
Bellaiii«;: NonU]acolo<mlatfeiw« Minerva ) ■ 
Foemineas assueta manus ; sed prselia vjrgo 
Dura pati, cursuque pedum praevertere ventos; 

/ . ' • "c. i • iMkxid. lib. mn 9 <. 

JLtn W mojrual tre^psj a\i slw!*4>ed;m 
h l Cwdla came, a qneeii of.Volsciaa race; 
,fl Nor were the web or loom the virgin's care, 
But arms and coursers, and the torts of 'war. 
She lea the rapid raoe, aid left behind - : l 

The flagging Hoods, «nd ptnioas of tfce wind &y 
Lightly she ilies along the level plain. 
Nor hurts the tender grass, nor bends the goldengtain: 

" lv *^* ' ' Pitt. * 

f To Foram-Appii thence we steer, u pkee 
Stuff' d with rank boatmen, and with vintners base, 
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The abbey of Foffa Nuova is faid to have 
made a very valuable acquifition of late, np 
lefs than the head of Sr. Thomas Aquinas. 
We are told, in the memoirs of that Saint, 
thfUt be was taken ill as he paffed this way, 
and was carried to this convent, where h$ 
died. His body was afterward required by 
the king of France, and ordered to be carried 
to Toulwfe ; but before fthe remains of 
ibis bply {pea-foa were removed from the 
convent,, one of the, ,ropnk$, unwilling t# 
allow the whole of fgch a precious depoGt 
to be carried away, determined to retain 
the mod valuable part, aod a&ually cuf. 
off the faint's head, fubftituting another in 
its (lead, which was carried to Touloufe, 
very nicely Pitched to the body <of the feint. 
The'* monk., who was gwiky of this pious 
fraud, hid the Drue head in the wall of the 
convent, und diediwithiwt reyieaAmg the fecret 
to any mortal From that time the fuppor 
fitrtio^is bead remained uw&fpej9ed at Tboa- 
Jtaufe; feutas impoftures atie generally d6- 
teflodfoonerjor later, ahe venerable brethren 
of Fofla Nuova ( this happened much about 
the time that made 
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fuch a noife in London ) were difturbed 
•with ftrange knockings and fcratchings at a 
particular part of the wail. — On this noife 
being frequently repeated without any vifible 
agent, and the people of the neighbourhood 
having been often affembled to bear itj 
the monks at length agreed to pull dowii 
- part of the wall at the place where the 
fcratching and knocking were always heard. 
This was no fooner done than the true 

head of St. Thomas Aquinas was found 

• - > 

, as frefti as the day it was cut off; -—on 
the veffel in which it was contained was 
the following infeription : 

' '« ■ 

Caput divi Thomse Aquiaatis.* 

And near it a paper, containing a faithful 
Jiarrative of the whole tranfa&ion, figned 
by the monk who did the deed. 
: Some people, not making a proper ak 
Jowance for the difference between a faint's 
head and their own, fay, this cannot pof- 
fibly be the head of Thomas Aquinas, 
which muft have putrified fome centuries 

■ * m « 

• « 

• * The head of Thomas Aquinas 
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ago ; they fay, the paper is written in a 
chara&er by much too modern ; they fay, 
the monks contrived the whole affair to 
give an importance to their convent ; they 
fay — but what fignifies what they fay? In 
this age of incredulity, fome people will 
fay any thing. We next came to Ter- 
racina, and here I muft finifh my letter ; in 
my next I fhall carry you to Naples. 



LETTER L1V. 



• » » 



Naples. 



err acina, formerly called Anxur, was 
the capital of the warlike Volfci.* The 
principal church was originally a temple of 
Jupiter, who was fuppofed to have a par- 
tiality; for this town,, and the country round 

* Anxur fuii quse nunc Terracing sunt ; urbs 
prona in palaces. m Tit. Liv« lib- it. 
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it, Virgil calls him Jupiter Anxurus-. 
Enumerating the troops wiao came to fop* 
port the eaufe of Turn us, he mentions 
tfcofe who plough the Rutuiian hittt : -i 

Girceujncjue jugum ; quels Jupiter Anxurui 
arvis 

Praefidet, et viridt gaudens Feronia luco : ' v* 
Qua faturae jacetatra palus, etc.* 

Near this place we fell in again with the 
Appian Way, and beheld with aftonilh- 
nient the depth of rock that has here been 
cut, to render it more Convenient for paf- 
fengcrs. This famous road is a paved caufe- 
way, begun in the year of Rome 441, by 
Appius Claudius Caeeus the Cenfor, and 
carried all the way from Rome to Capua. 
It would be fuperfluous to infift on the 
fubftantial manner in which it has be&i 
originally made, lince it fliil remains m 
rtany places. Though travellers ate now 

obliged to make a circuit by Cafa Nuova 

I - 

* And the steep hills of Circe stretch around, 

Where fair Feronia boasts her stately grove*, 
- 'And Anxur glories in*erigaarjliteiov^-, f f 
Where stands the Pontine lake-;*-*- f : - 



uigitiz 



MANNERS IN ITALY. 8a 

■ 

and Piperno, t£e Via Appia was originally 
made in a ftraight line through the Palude 
Pontine, or Palus Pomptina, as that vaft 
marfh was anciently called : It is the Ater 
Palus above mentioned, in the lines quoted 
from Virgil. That part of the Appian road 
is now quite impaffable, from the augment 
tation of this noxious rparfli, whqfe exhala- 
tions are difagreeable to pa(Tenjxers,.and near 
which it is dangerpus to fleep a fingle night;. 

Keyfler and fome others fay, that Appifls 
made, this rqad at his own cxpence, I 
do not know on what, authority they make 
this aOertioii ; hu^ whatever their authority 
jpwy be v . the thing U incredible. Cquld a 
Roman citizen, at a peripd wfrep the inha* 
bitants of Rome were not rich, bear an ex- 
pence tyhich we are furprifed that even the 
State itfelf coqld fupport J Though this f$- 
jrnovis road has received its ,nan>e from Ap r 
pius, J can hardly imagine, it wa? completed 
by him. The diftance from Rome to Ca* 
pua is above one hundred and thirty rpiles j 
a prodigious length for fuch a road as this 
to have been made, during the fliort courfe- 
of tme Cenforfhip \ for a man eould be Ceiv- 
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for only once in his life. This was an of- 
fice of very great dignity ; no perfon could 
enjoy it till he had previoufly been Conful. 
It was originally held for five years ; hut, a 
hundred years before the time of Appius, 
the term- was abridged to eighteen months. 
He, however, who, as Livy tells us, pof- 
fefled all the pride and obit nacy of his 
family, refufed to quit the Cenforfliip at 
the end of that period ; and in fpite of all 
the efforts of the Tribunes, continued three 
years and a half beyond the term to which 
the office had been reftridied by the ^Emi- 
Han law. But even five years is a very fhort 
time for fo great a work ; yet this was not the 
only work he carried on during his Cen- 
foi fliip. " Viam munivit, 99 fays the His- 
torian, " et aquam in urbejn, duxit." The 
Appian road was carried on, afterwards, from 
Capua to Brundufium, and was probably 
completed fo far in the time of Horace ; as 
appears by this verfe, in one of his EpiftleS 
, addrefled to Lollius ; * \ 

Brundufium Numici melius via ducat, an Appi?* 

• ■ * • 

* Whether is it best to go by the Nuroician 
Appiaa wajr to Bmndusium? 
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Terracina is the laft town of the Eccle- 
fiaftical, and Fundi the firft of the Neapo- 
litan dominions. This laft town (lands on 
a plain, fheltered by hills, which is feldom 
the cafe with Italian towns : it probably de- 
rives its name from its fituation. There is 
nothing very attradtive in this place now, 
more than in Horace's time ; fo we left it 
as willingly as he did : 

< 

Fundos Aufidio Lufco Praetore libentcr 

.• 

Linquimus.* 

Continuing our route, partly on the Ap- 
plan way, we came to Mola di Gaeta, a town 
built on the rains of the ancient Formiae. 
Horace compliments ^Elius Lamia, on his 
being defcended from the firft founder of 
this city : 

Au&ore ab illo ducis originem, 
Qui Formiarum mcenia dicitur, 
Frinceps.f 

* We willingly leave Fundi, where Aufidioe 
Luscus is chief magistrate. 

f From whom the illustrious race arose, 

... « 

Who first possessed the Formion towers. 

' France. 
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The fame Poet puts the wine, made from 
the grapes of the Forrnian htlls r o& a footing 
with the Falernian : 

— Mea nec Falernae 
Tempcrant vites, neque Formiani 
Pocula colles.* 

* 1 i 

Cicero had a villa near this place ; and it 
was on this coaft where that great orator 
was murdered in his litter, as he was endea- 
vouring to make his efcape to Greece. The 
fortrefs of Gaeta is built on a promontory, 
abaut three miles from Mala ; but travelers, 
who have the curiqfity to gp to the former, 
generally crofs the gulf between the tw?p jr 
^nd immediately, as the mod remarkablp 
thing in the place, they are ftewn a gre# 
cleft in a rock, and informed that it wqs m\r 
raculoufly fplit in this manner at the death 
of our Saviour. To put this beyond doubt, 
they fhew, at the fame time, fomething like 
the imprefiion of a man's hand on the rock, 
of which the foijovying account is given : A 

r 

* My cups are neither enriched with the jaice of 
the Falernian grapes, nor thaj of jliose from tlio 
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Attain perfon having been told on what 
Occafion the rent took place, (truck the 
pfrlm of his hand on the marble, declaring 
he could ho more l>elieve their <ftory, than 
that his hand would leave its ft&mip on 
the rock ; 6fl which, to the terror and 
xronfufion of this infidel, the ftone yielded 
like wax, and the iinpreffion remains tiH 
this 'day. 

Nothing is fo injarious to the f a*ife of 
truth, as attempts to Yap port it by €&idn. 
Many eviddncesof the juftnefs of this Obfer* 
vaition ocictir m the cou rfe of a tour through 
Italy. That mountains were rent at the 
death of otir Saviour, we know from the 
New Teftament ; but as none of them are 
^re 'partiojlarizefl, it is prefumptuofcs in 
others to imagine they can point out what 
the EvangelKjts have- .thought proper to 
conceal. . , . 

' This rock however is much reforted to 
t>y pilgrims; and the Tartanes, and other 
veffcls, often touch there, that the Teamen 
may be provided with little pieces of marble, 
which they earneftly requeft may be taken 
as near the fiffure as poffible. Tlicfe they 
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wear conftantly in their pockets, in cafe of 
(hip wreck, from a perfuafion, that they arc 
a more certain prefervative from drowning, 
than a cork jacket. Some of thefe poor 
people have the misfortune to be drowned, 
notwithftanding : but the facred marble lofes 
none of its reputation on that account. 
Such accidents are always imputed to the 
weight of the unfortunate perfon's fins, 
which have funk him to the bottom, in 
* ' fpite of all the efforts of the marble to 
keep him above water ; and it is allowed 
on all hands, that- a man fo oppreffed with 
iniquity, as to be drowned with a piece i 
6f this marble in his pocket, would have 
funk much fooner, if inftead of that, he 
had had nothing to keep him up but a cork 
jacket. 

Strangers are next led to the'Caftle, and 
are fhewn, with fome other curiofities, the 
Ikeletop of the famous Bourbon, conftable 
of France, who was killed in the fervice of 
the emperor Chailes the Fifth, as he fcaled 

* 

the walls of Rome. •* ' 

It is remarkable that France, a natiot* 
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which values itfelf fo much on an affeftionate 
attachment to its princes, and places loyalty 
at the head of the virtues, fliould have pro- 
duced, in the courfe of the two laft centu- 
ries, fo many illuftrious rebels ; Bourbon, 
Coligni, Guife, Turenne, and the Cond^s ; 
all of them were, at fome period of their 
lives, in arms againft their fovereign. 

That it is the duty of fubjedts to pro- 
ferve their allegiance, however unjuftly 
and tyrannically their prince may conduct 
himfelf,, is one of the mod debafing and, 
abfurd dodtrines that ever was obtruded on 
the underftanding of mankind. When 
Francis forgot jhc fervices which the gal- 
lant Bourbon had rendered him at Mirig- 
nan ; when, by repeated a&s of oppreflion, • 
be fprgot the, duty of a king ; Bourbon 
fpurned at his, allegiance, a fubje£t. The 
Spanifh nobleman., , who declared that he 

would pull down his houfe, if Bourbon 

< i » » • - * 

lhould be allowed to lodge in it, either 
never had heard of the injurious? treatment 
which that gallant foldier had received, or 
he betrayed the fentitppnts of a flavc, and 
meant ta infinuate his own implicit loyalty 
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to the Emperor. Mankind in general have 
a partiality for princes. The fenfes are 
impofed dm by the fplendour which far- 
rounds them; and the refpeft due to the 
office of & king, is naturally converted into 
an affe&ion for his peifon : tlrere muft 
therdfdrfe be fometh'mg highly unpopular 
in the chara&er tif the mohardi, and highly 
oppreffive in the tfieafures of government, 
bfefore people can be excited to tcbelhon. 
Stibje£fe> fddom fife through a defire of at- 
tacking, but tather from an impatience df 
ftiffering. 1 "Where men are under the yrikfe 
6f feudal lords, who can force them to 'fight 
in any caufe, it hi ay be otherwife ; but When 
•general difcontfcrtt pervades a free people, 
- and when, in confequence of thfs, they take 
*rfflsagamft their prince, fliey muft Haifc 
jufttce oil their fide. The higlvft cotflpli^ 
ment Whidh fuhje&s can pay, and thli 'beft 
fbrvice they can render, to a good pWricej' is 
tb behave in fuch a manner, as to convince 

him that they would rebel agaiuft a bad 

»« * * 

* . . . .,11.. 
one. . 

From Mbla we were conduced by the 

1 
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Appian way, over the fertile fields waftied 
by the filtnt Liris : 

— Rura quae Liris quieta 
Mordet aqua, taciturnus amnis.* 

This river bounded Latium. On its banks 
are ftill feen fome ruins of ^the ancient 
Minturnae. After Manlius Torquatus, in 
what fome will call a phrenzy of virtue, 
had offered up his fon as a facr fice to mi- 
litary difcipline; and his colleague Decius, 
immediately after, devoted himfelf in a 
battle againft the Latins ; the broken ar/ny 
of that people affembled at Minturnae, and 
was a fecond time defeated by Manlius, and 
their lands divided by the fenate among the 
citizens of Rome. The fir ft battle was 
fought near Mount Vefuvius, and the fecond 
between Sinucffa and Minturnae. In the 
moraffes of Minturnse, Caius Marius, in 
the feventieth year of his age, was taken, 
and brought a prifoner to that city, whofc 
magistrates ordered an aflaffin to put him 

* The rich fields that Liris laves, 

Where sileat r#U his deep'aing waves. 
. | Francis. 

VOL* II. E 
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to death, whom the fierce veteran difarmed 
with a look. What mortal, fays Juvenal, 
would have been thought more fortunate 
than Marius, had he breathed out his afpir- 
ing foul, furrounded by the captives he had 
made, his vidiorious troops, and all the 
pomp of war, as he defcended from his 
Teutonic, chariot, after his triumph over 
the Cimbri > 

Quid illo cive tuliflet 
Natura in terris, quid Roma beatius unqqam ? 
Si circumdufto captivorum agmine, et omni 
Bellorum pompa, animam exhalaflet opimam* 
Cum de X^ 0 ™ 00 vellet defcendere curru, 

• • • 

Several writers, in their remarks on 
Italy, obferve that it Was on the banks of 
the Liris that Pyrrhus gained his dear-bought 
vi&oryover the Romans. They have fallen, 
into this mi (lake, by confounding the Liri$ 
with the Siris, a river in Magna Graecia, 
near Heraclea; in the neighbourhood of 
which Pyrrhus defeated the Romans by the 
means x)f his elephants. 

Leaving .Garilagno, which is the modem 
name of the : ; Lips, we pafs the rifing 
ground where the ancient Suurfa wa 5 
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fituated; the city where Horace met his 
fiiends Plotius, Varius, and Virgil. The 
fiiendly glow with which this admirable 
pointer has adorned their cha ratters, conveys 
an amiable idea of his own : - 

— Anirrae, quales neque candidiorcs 
Terra tulit ; neque queis me fit devin<5tior alter. 
O, qui corriplexus et gaudia quanta fuerunt ! , 
Nil ego contulerim juciindo fenus amico.* 

Do you not iliare in the happinefs of fuch 
a company ? And are you not rejoiced 
that they happened to meet near the Ager 
Falernus, where they could have' the beft 
Maflic and Falernian wines? 

New Capua, through which the road from 
Rome to Naples lies, is a fmalltown of no 
importance. The ancient city of that name 
was fituated two miles diilant from the new. 
The ruins of the amphitheatre, which arte- 

* Pure sprits these ; the world no purer know s j 
For none my heart with such affection glows. 
How oft did we embrace ! our joys how great ! 
Is there a blessing, in the power of fate, . 
To be compared, in sanity of mind, 
To friends of such companionable kind? 
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ftill to be feen, give fome idea of the 
ancient grandeur of that city. Before the 
amphitheatre of Vefpafian was built, there 
was none in Rome of equal fize with 
this. Old Capua is faid, at one period, to 
have vied in magnificence with Rome and 
Carthage : 

■ 

Altera difta olim Carthago, atque altera Roma, 
Nunc proftrata jacet, proprioque fepulta fe- 
pulchro.* 

The army of Hannibal is faid to have 
been conquered by the luxuries of this 
place ; but the judicious Montefquieu 
obferves, that the Carthaginian army, 
• enriched by fo many vi&ories, would 
have found a Capua wherever they had 
gone. Whether Capua brought on the 
ruin of Hannibal or not, there can be 
no doubt that Hannibal occafioned the , 
ruin of Capua. 

Having broken their conne&ion with 
Rome, and formed an alliance with her 
enemy, the Capuans were, in the courfe of 

* Formerly called another Carthage, or another 
Home j it now lies buried in its owa ruins. 
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the war, befieged by the Confuls Fulvius 
and Appius. Hannibal exerted all his vaft 
abilities for the relief of his new friends ; 
but was not able to bring the Roman army 
to a battle, or to raife the fiege. When every 
other expedient had failed, he marched 
dire&ly to Rome, in the hopes of drawing 
the Roman army after him to defend the 
capital. A number of farming events con- 
fpired, at this time, to deprefs the fpirit 
. of the Roman Senate, The Proconful 
Sempronius Gracchus, who commanded 
an army in Lucania, had fallen into an 
ambufcade, and was maffacred. The two 
gallant brothers, the Scipios, who were their 
'generals in Spain, had been defeated and 
killed; and Hannibal was at their gates. 
How did the Senate behave at this crifis ? 
Did they fpend their time in idle harangues 
and mutual accufations ? Did they throw 
out reflections againft thofe fenators. who 
were againft entering into a treaty with 
the Carthaginians till their army ftiould be 
withdrawn from Italy ? Did they recal 
their army from Capua ? Did they fhew 
any mark of defpondence? In this ftate 
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nf affairs, the Romap Senate fent orders to 
^ppiusto continqet|ie,fiege of C^pua ; they 
ordered a reinforcement to tjieir arpy in 
Spain \ the troops for th^t.fervice marching 
out at one gate of Rome, while Hannibal 
threatened \o enter by .ftorm at another. 
Hpw could fuch a people fail to become the 
xnaftcrs of the world ? 

.. .. . . , . . 

The country between Capua and Naples 
difplays a varied fcene of lavi/h fertility, 
and with great propriety might be named 
Campania Felix, if the richeft and molt 
generous foil, with the mildeft and moft 
agreeable climate, were fufficient to render 
the inhabitants of a country happy. 



LETTER LV. 



Naples. 

The day after our .arrival at this place, 
we waited on Sir William Hamilton, his 
Majefty's minifter at this court. He had 
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gone early that morning on a hunting party 
with the King ; bat the Portugqefe am- 
baffador, at Lady Hamilton's defire, un- 
dertook to accompany the Duke on the 
ufual round of vifits ; Sir William was not 
:€xpe£ed to return for feveral days, and the 
laws x)f etiquette do not allow that important 
tour to be delayed fo long. As we have 
been continually driving about ever fince 
our arrival, I am already pretty well ac- 
quainted with this town, and the environs. 

Naples was founded by the Greeks. The 
charming fituation ^liey have chofen, is one 
proof, among 'thoufands, of the fine taft* of 
that ingenious people. 

The T>ay is about thirty miles in circum- 
ference, and twelve in diameter ; it has 
been named Crater, from its fuppofed re- 
. femblance to a bowl. This bowl is or- 
namented with the mod beautiful foliage, v 
with vines ; with olive, mulberry, and 
orange trees ; with hills, dales, towns, villas, 
and villages. 

At the bottom of the bay of Naples, . 
the town is built in the form of a vatt 
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I* . . 

amphitheatre, floping from the hills towards 
the fea. 

» 

If from the town you turn your eyes to 
the eaft, you fee the rich plains leading 
to mount Vefuvius, and Portici. If you 
look to the weft, you have the Grotto of 
Panfilippo, the mountain on which Virgil's 
tomb is placed, and ,the fields leading to 
Puzzoli and thecoaft of Baia. On the north, 
are the feitile hills, gradually rifing from 
the (ho re to the Campagna Felice, On the 
fouth, is the hay, confined by the two pro- 
montories of Mifenum and M nerva, the 
view being terminated by the lilands Pro- 
cida, Ifchia, and Caprea; and as you afcend 
to the caftle of St. Elmo, you have all thefe 
obje£ls under your eye at once, with the 
addition of a great part of the Campagna. 

Independent of its happy fituation, Naples 
is a very beautiful city. The ftyle of 
architedture, it miift be confeffed, is inferior 
to what prevails at Rome ; but though 
Naples cannot vie with that city in the 
number of palaces, or in the grandeur and 
magnificence of the churches, the private 

houfes in general are better built, and are 

i • • . 
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more uniformly convenient; the ftreets are 
broader and better paved. No ftreet in 
Rome equals in beauty the Strada di Toledo 
at Naples ; and ftill lefs can. any of them 
be compared with thofe beautiful ltreets 
which are open to the bay. This is the 
native country of the Zephyrs; here the 
exceffive heat of the fun is often tempered 
with fea breezes, and with, gales, wafting 
the perfumes of the Campagna Felice. 

The houfes, in general, are five or fix 
ftories in height, and flat at the top ; on 
which are placed numbers of flower vafes, 
or fruit trees, in boxes of earth, producing 
a very gay and agreeable cffedh 

The fortrefs of St. Elmo is built on a 
mountain of the fame name. The garrifon 
ftationed here has the entire command of 

« 

the town, and could lay it in afties at 
pleafure. A little lower, on the fame moun- 
tain, is a convent of Carthufians. The 
fituation of this convent is as advantageous 
and beautiful as can be imagined ; and much 
cxpence has been Javifhed to render the 
building, the apartments, and the gardens, 
equal to the fituatiori f • v 
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To beftow great fums of money in 
adorning the retreat of men . who have 
abandoned the world for the exprefs pur* 
pofc of paffing the remainder of their lives 
in felf-denial and mortification, feems to be 
very ill judged ; and might, on fome oc- 
cafions, counteract thedtfign of their retreat. 
1 expreffed this fentiment to a Neapolitan 
lady at Sir William Hamilton's affembly, 
the evening after I had vifited this convent. 
She faid, " that the elegant apartments, the 
? gardens, and all the expenfive ornaments 
" 1 had particularifed, could not much im- 
t 1 pede a fyftem of felf denial ; for they foon 
" became infipid to thofe who had them 
" conftantly before their eyes, and proved 
' no compTenfation for the want of other 
" comforts." " In that cafe, 5 ' faid I, "the 
M vyhole expence might have been faved, or 
" beftovyed in procuring comforts to others 
V who have made no vows of mortificatipn." 
i\ Tolga iddio cried the lady, forgetting 
h^r former argument, " for none have fo 
" good a title to every comfortable and plea- 

♦"God forbid! 
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font tiling in this world, as thofe who 
" have renounced it, and placed t}ieir affec- 
11 tions entirely on the next ; inftead of 
u depriving thefe fan&ified Carthulians of 
• «* what they already poffefs, it would he 
" more meritorious to give them what they 
" have not." 

" Give them then," faid I, " what will 
" afford fome fatisfa&ion, inftead of the 
" luxuries of fculpture, and painting, and 
M architecture, which, as you fay, become 
" fo foon infipid ; let them have enjoyments 
11 of a different kind. Why fhould their 
" diet be confined to fijflb and vegetables ? 
" Let them enjoy the pleafures of the table 
u without any limitation. And fince they 
w are fo very meritorious, why is your fex 
•* deprived of the happinefs of their corf- 
41 verfation, and why are they denied the 
" pleafure which- the fociety of women 
" might aflford tihem V\ 
- " Chrifto benedetto ! "* cried the lady, 
" You do not underftand this matter. — — 
** Though none deferve the pleafures of 

* Blessed Jc3us ! V • * 4 
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" this world, but thofe who think only on 
4< the next ; yet none can obtain the joys 
" of the next, who indulge in the pleafurcs 
•« of this." 

" That is unlucky," faid I. . 

" Unlucky ! to be fure it is the moft 
14 unlucky thing that could have happened; 
u ecco dove mi doleva, "* added the lady. 



Though Naples is a 



r 




i 





irably fituated for 



. commerce, and no kingdom produces the 
ncceffaries and luxuries of life in greater 
profufion, yet trade is but in a languifliing 
condition; the beft filks come from Lyons, 
and the beft woollen goods from England. 

The chief articles manufa&ured herfc at 
prefent, are filk {lockings, foap, fnulF-boxes 
of tortoife fhell, and of the lava of Mount 
Vefuvius ; tables, and ornamental furniture, 
of marble. 

They are thought to embroider here better 
than even in France ; and their macaroni is 
preferred to that made in any other part of 
Italy. The Neapolitans excel alfo in 4i- 
queurs and confecStions, particularly in . one 

* h is that which yexes xot. 
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kind of confection, which is fold at a very- 
high price, called Diabolonis. This drug, 
:as you will guefs from its name, is of a very 
hot and ftimulating nature, and what I 
ihould think by no means requifite to Nea- 
politan conftitutions. , 

The .inhabitants of this town are com- 
puted at three hundred and fifty thoufand. 
I make no doubt of their amounting to that 
number ; for though Naples is not one third 
of the fize of London, yet many of the 
ftreets here are more crowded than the 

1 

Strand. In London, and Paris, the people 
Who fill the ftreets are mere paffengers, hur- 
rying from place to place on bufinefs; and 
% when they choofe to converfe, or to amufe 
themfelves, they refort to the public walks 
or gardens : at Naples, tbe citizens have 
' fewer avocations of bufinefs to excite their 
a&ivity, no public- walks, or gardens, to 
which they can refort; and are therefore 
more frequently feen fauntering and con- 
verfing in the ftreets, where a great propor- 
tion of the pooreft fort, for want of habi- 
tations, are obliged to fpend the night as 
well as the day. While you fit in your 
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chamber at London, or at Paris, the ufuil 
noife you hear from the ftreets, is that of 
carriages ; but at Naples, where they talk 
with uncommon vivacity, and where whole 
ftreets full of talkers are in continual em- 
ployment, the noife of carriages is conv- 
pletely drowned in the aggregated clack of 
human voices. In the midft of all this idle- 
nefs, fewer riots or outrages of any kind 
happen, than might be expedted in a town 
where the policy is far from being ftridt', 
and where fuch multitudes of poor unem- 
ployed people meet together every day. This 
partly proceeds from the national character 
of the Italians ; which, in my opinion, is 
quiet, fubmiffive, and averfe to riot or fed I*- 
tion ; and partly to the common people 
being univerfally fober, and never inflamed 
with ftrong and fpirituous liquors, as they 
are in the northern countries. Iced water 
and lemonade are among the luxuries of the 
lowell vulgar; they are carried about in 
little barrels, and fold in half penny's worth. 
The half naked lazaarone is often tempted 
to fpend the fmall pittance, deftined for 
the maintenance of his family r on this 
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bewitching beverage, as the mod diffolute of 
the low people in London fpend their wages 
on gin and brandy ; fo that the Came extra- 
vagance .which cools the mob of the one city, 
tends to inflame that of the other to adls of 
excefs and brutality. 

There is not, perhaps, a city in the 
world, with the fame number of inha- 
bitants, in which fo few contribute to the 
wealth of the community by ufeful, or by 
productive labour, as Naples ; but the nunv* 
ber of priefls, monks, fiddlers, lawyers, no- 
bility, footmen, and lazzaronis, furpafs all 
reafonable proportion ; the laft alone are 
computed at thirty or forty thoufand. If 
thefe poor fellows are idle, it is not theiy 
own fault ; they are continually running 
about the ftreets, as we are told of the arti- 
ficers of China ; offering their fervice, and 
begging for employment ; and are confidered 
by many, as of more real utility than any of 
the claffes abovementipned, 

* 

» 
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LETTER LVI. ' 

/ 

Naples. - 

There is an aflembly once a week at the 
houfe of the Britifti nVmifter ; no aflembly 
in Naples is more numerous, or more 
brilliant, than this. Exclufive of that gen- 
tlcman's good qualities, and thofe accom- 
plifhments which procure cfteem in any 
fituations, he would meet with every mark 
of regard from the Neapolitan nobles, on 
account 'of the high favour in which he 
ftands with their Sovereign. Sir William's 
houfe is open to ftrangers of every country 
who come to Naples, properly recom- 
mended, as well as to the Englifh ; he has 
a private concert almoft every evening. 
Lady Hamilton underftands mufic per- 
fectly, and performs in fuch a manner, as to, 
command the admiration even of the Nea- 
politans. Sir William, who is the happieft 
tempered man in the world and the eafieft 
amufed, performs alfo, and fucceeds perfectly 
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in amufing himfelf, which is a more valuable 
attainment than the other. 

The Neapolitan nobility are exceffively 
fond of fplendour and fliow. This appears 
in the brilliancy of their equipages, the 
number of their attendants, the richnefs 
of their drefs, and the grandeur of their 
titles. 

I am aflured, that the King of Naples 
counts a hundred perfons with the title of 
Prince, and ftill a greater number with 
that of Duke, among his fubje£ts. Six 
or feven of thefe have ertates, which pro- 
duce from ten to twelve or thirteen thou- 
fand pounds a year; a confiderable num- 
ber have fortunes of about half that value ; 
and the annual revenue of many is not 
above one or two thou fand pounds. With 
refpeft to the inferior orders of nobility, 
they are much poorer; many Counts and 
Marquifles have not above three or four 
hundred pounds a year of paternal eftate^ 
whatever. 

When we confider the magnificence of 
their entertainments, the fplendour of their 
k equipages, and the number, of their fervants, 
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we are furprifed that the richeft of them 
can fupport fuch expenfive eftablifhments. 
J dined, foon after our arrival, at the Prince 
of Franca VilfcXi there were about forty 
people at table ; it was <meagre day ; the 
dinner confUtedentirely of fi(h and vegetables, 
,and was the moft magnificent entertainment 
I ever faw, comprehending an infinite variety 
of diihes, a vaft profufion of fruit, and the 
wines, of every country in Europe. I dined 
fince at 'the Piince Iacci's. I (hall mention 
two circumftances, from which you may 
form .an idea of the grandeur of an Italian 
palace, and the number of domeftics which 
fame of the nobility retain. We paffed 
throi^gh twelve or thirteen large rooms 
before we arrived at the dining room ; there 
were thirty-fix perfons.at table, none ferved 
but the Prince's domeftics, and each gueft 
had a footman behind his chair; other 
domeftics belonging to the Prince remained 
in the adjacent rooms, and in the hall. We 
afterwards paffed through a confiderable 
numbej- of other rooms in our way to one 
from which there is a very commanding 
view. V 
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T$o eftate in ^England could fupport fuch 
a nOinber of fervants, paid and fed as Englifh 
fervants are ; but here the wages are very 
IXioderate indeed, jand, the greater number of 
men fervante, belonging to the firft famijie^, 
give t^ir attendance through the day only, 
^nd find beds and provisions for themfelve^ 
It mvift be remembered alfo, that fq\v of the 
pqblss give entertainments, and \hpte who 
do nqt, are fajd to live veiy Sparingly ; fo 
that tfce whole of their revenue, whatever 
ijiat may be, i$ pxhaufted on articles of 

As there is no Opera # .prefent, the 
people pf falhion generally pafs part of the 
evening .at the Coi*fo, on the fea-fhpre. This 
is the gre#t -fcene of Neapolitan fplendour 
and parade; and, pa grand pccafions, the 
magnificence difplayed here will ftrike a 
ftranger very much. The fineft carriages 
are p2Mnjte<j, gilt, varnifhcd, and lined, 
in a richer and more beautiful manner 
than ;has as yet [become faftiionable either 
in England or France ; they are often 
drawn by fix, and fometimcs by eight 
horfcs. As the laft is the number allotted 
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to his Britannic Majefty when he goes to 
parliament, fome of our countrymen are 
offended that any individuals whatfoever 
fliould prefume to drive with the fame 
number. 

It is the mode here, to have two 
running footmen, very gaily drefled, before 
the carriage, and three or four fervants in 
rich liveries behind ; thefe attendants are 
generally the hanfomeft young men that 
can be procured. The ladies or gentlemen 
with the coaches, glitter in all the bril- 
liancy of lace, embroidery, and jewels. The 
Neapolitan carriages, for gala days, are made 
on purpofe, with very large windows, that 
the fpeftators may enjoy a full view of the 
parties within. Nothing can be morcr fhowy 
than the harnefs of the horfes ; their heads 
and manes are ornamented with the rareft 
plumage, and their tails fet off with ribands 
and artificial flowers, in fuch a graceful 
manner, that you are apt to think they have 
been adorned by the fame hands that drefled 
the heads of the ladies, and not by common 
grooms. • 

After all, you will perhaps imagine the 

i 
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amufement cannot be very great. The 
carriages follow each other in two lines, 
moving in oppofite directions. The com- 
pany within fmile, and bow, and wave the 
hand, as they pafs and repafs their acquain- 
tance ; and doubtlefs imagine, that they are 
the mod important figures in the proceffion. 
The horfes, however, fecm to be quite of a 
different way of thinking, and to confider 
thernfelves as the chief objects of admi- 
ration, looking on the livery fervants, the 
volantis, the lords, and the ladies, as their 
Ratural fuit on all fuch folemn occafions. 




LETTER LVII. 

Naples. 

The greateft part of kings, whatever may 
be thought of them after their death, have 
the good fortune to be reprefented, at fomc 
period of their lives, generally at the begin- 
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iling of their reigns, as the greatcfl: and rnoff 1 
virtuous of mankind. They are never com- 
pared to chandlers of lefs dignity than Solo- 
mon, Alexander, Caefar, or Titus ; arid the 
<jomparifon ufually concludes to the advan- 
tage of the living monarch. They differ in 
this, as in many other particulars, from 
-thofe of the moft diftinguiflied genius and 
ekalted merit aftiong their fubjefts, that the 1 
fame of the latter, if any avvaits them, fel- 
<Jom arrives at its meridian till many yeais' 
.after their death ; whereas the glory of the 
former is at its fulleft fplendour daring their 
lives ; and mod of them have the fatisfadlion 
of hearing all their pralfes with their own 
-ears. Each particular monarch, taken fe- 
parately, is, or has been, coivfidered as a flar 
of great Iuftre ; yet any number of them, 
taken without fele&ion, and placed in the 
hiftorical galaxy, add little 10 its brightnefs, 
and are often contemplated with difguft. 
When we have occafion to mention kings 
in general, the expreffion certainly does not 
awaken a recolle&ion of the moft amiable 
or moft deferving part of the human fpecies ; 
and tyranny in no country is pulhed fofar, 

■ 
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s to conftrain men to fpeak of them, when 
'e fpeak in general terms, as if they were. 
: would revolt the feelings; and roufe the' 
)dignatiorr,\even of (laves. Full freedom is 
lowed therefore on this topic ; and, under 
te mod arbitrary government, if you 
loofe to declaim on the imbecility, profit- 
cy, or corruption of human nature, you* 
ay draw your ill u ft rations from the kings 
any country, provided you take them in 
oupes, and hint nothing to the detriment 
the reigning monarch. But, when we 
k of any one living fovereign, we fhould 
ver allow it to efcape from our memory, 
it he is wife, valiant, generous, and good ; 
1 we ought always to have Solomon^ 
sxander, Caefar, and Titus, at our elbow, 
introduce them a-propos When occafion 
:rs. We may have what opinion we 
afe of the whole race of Bourbon ; but it 
uld be highly indecent to deny, that the 
jning kings of Spain and Naples are very 
it princes. As I never had the happi- 
; of feeing the father, I can only fpeak of 
fon. His Neapolitan Majefty feems to 
ibbttt the age of fix or kven and twenty^ 
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He is a prince of great a£tivity of body, and 
a good conftitution ; he indulges in frequent 
relaxations from the cares of government- 
and the fatigue of thinking, by hunting and 
other exercifes ; and (which ought to 'give a 
high idea of his natural talents) he never 
fails to acquire a very confiderable degree of 
perfe&ion in thofe things to which he ap- . 
plies. He is very fond, like the King of 
Pruffia, of reviewing his troops, and is per r 
fe&ly mafter of the whole myftery of the 
manual exercife. I have had the honour, 
oftener than once, of feeing him exercife the 
different regiments which form the garrifon . 
here: he always gave the word of command 
with his own royal mouth, and with a pre- 
cifiop which feemed to aftonifti the whole 
Court. This monarch is alfo a very excel- 
lent fhot; his uncommon fuccefs at this 
diverfion is thought to have roufed the jea- 
loufy of his Moft Catholic Majefty, who 
alfo values himfelf on his fkill as a markf- 
man. " The correfpondence between thofe 
two great perfonages often relates to their 
favourite amufement. — A gentleman who 
came lately from Madrid, told me, that the 
k ' King, 
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ng, on fome occafion, had read a letter 
ich he had juft received from his Ton at; 
pies, wherein he complained of his bad, 
:efs on a fhooting party, having killed no- 
re than eighty birds in a day; and the* 
nifli monarch, turning to his courtiers, 
, in a plaintive tone of voice, " Mio 
ilio piange di non aver'^fatto piu cU ot- 
ante beccacie in un gtorno, quando mi 
rederei Tuomo il piu felice del mondo fe; 
otefle fare quaranta," * All who- 
: a becoming fliare in the afflictions of ari 
il bofom, will no doubt join with me in 
u'ng better fuccefs to this good monarch • 
the future. Fortunate would it be for; 
kind, if the happinefs of their princes f 
i be purchafed at fo eafy a rate hiand: 
e fortunate for the generous, people Jof! 
i, if the family connexions of theinmo*: 
1, often at variance with the real intereft : 
at country, fliould never, feduce .him 

more ruinous war, than that which* hd . 

. . « [ , • , « 

j son Laments, that he has not killed more 
;jglity birds. in one day, whereas I should 
myself the happiest man in the world, if I 
kill forty. \ - 
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now wages againfl the beads of the field 
and the birds of the air. His Neapolitan 
Majefty, as I am informed, poffeffes many 
other accomplishments ; I particularife thofe 
only to which I have myfelf been a witnefs. 
No king in Europe is fuppofed to under- 
Hand the game of billiards better. I had the 
pleafure of feeing him ftrike the mod bril- 
liant ftroke that perhaps ever was ftruck by 
a crowned head. The ball of his antagonift 
was near one of the middle pockets, and his 
own in fuch a fituation, that it was abfo* 
lately neceffary to make it rebound from two 
different parts of the cufhion before it could 
pocket the other. A perfon of lefs enter- 
prife would have been contented with plac- 
ing himfelf in a fafe fituation, at a fmall 
lofsp and never have rijEked any ofFenfive at- 
tempt againft the enemy ; but the difficulty 
aftd danger, inftead of intimidating, feeraed 
l ather toanimate the ambition of this. Prince. 
Hei (Summoned all his addrefs ; heieftimated, 
with a mathematical eye, the angles at 
which the ball mud fly off; and f He ftruck 
it with an undaunted mind and a fte^dy 
hand. It rebounded obliquely, from the 

- « • 
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mbfite flde-cufhiriii, i: to 'thit at the end ; 

' • •% ia4 ft * - ] 'i '» .,1 

>m which it nirived rh a direft line towards 
s Middle pocket, which feerried to Hand in 
pftrg expc&ation to Vetcive it. The hearts: 

the fpe£fttors beat thick as it rolled 
>rig ; kiid'they (hewed, bj the contortions 

their faces and perfons, how much they 
xed that it fhbuldimoVe one hair-breadth 
a wrong direftiori. I miift here inter- 
pt this important narrative, to obferve, 
it, when r talk of contortions, if you 
m yoht Mea from ahy thing of that kind 
lich VSi rtiay h*>eTeen tiftiutii an Eng. 
1 billiafrlU table br ^wlii^^treerr, Vou carr 
ye no juft ridtion t>f 'tiiofe which 1 wdte ex-; 

Hted on this 'occafidh : ydur ■ imagination 

_ • .,» ti*' » 

ift triple the 1 forte' alnd energy of 6very 
glifti grrntatiey before if ca^do' jbftWe to ; 
• nervotii twift of an Kaftan ^onritetikhce. 1 
length the tiffA bill reached that of 
enemy, iand With a ^gle blow drove it 
the ptaiA; An umVerftl fliaut of joy, 
fmph, afid appfcuifc' biirft from the he* 
JersVhuf; ! 11 : ' - ' 

9 thoughtllels rtio'rtals, ever blind to fate^ . 
W-foon -dejeaed/iiiia tdd foon etote r 
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the vi&oriousbjall, purfuing the enemy too 
far, ftiared the feme fate, and was buried. in 
the fame grave, with the vanquiflied. Thi$ 
fatal and / unforeseen event feemed , to, make 
a deep impreflion on the minds of all who, 
were witneffes to it ; and \yill no doubt be, 
recorded in the annals of the prefent reign, 
mid quoted by future poets and hiftorians, 
as a ftriking inftance of the inftability of K 
fublunary felicity, \. lr ' t 

It is imagined that the . jrabinet of this- 
Court is entirely guided by tlut; oftSpajn.r 
which, on its part, is thought ^ be greatly 
under the influence., of , French counfels. 
The manqfrs^; as: well -as< th£. politics, of; 
France, ,are laid, to prevail at .prefent at the, 
Court oif Madru). \ 1 1 do not.prefame* to fay k 
qf what nature thq (politics 'of his Neapolitan 
. Majefty are, or whether he is fond of French 
counfels or not ; but no true-born Englifli- 
man exifting can (hew a more perfect con- 
tempt of their manners than he does, 
cloraeliic life, this Prince is gen qraUy allowed 
to be an eafy matter, a good-natured huf-. 
band, a dutiful fon, and an in^pJgept father. 

The Queen ;: pf. is. ^^^auti^i 

» 
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voman, and fcems to poffefs the affability, 
;ood-humour, and benevolence, which dif- 
mguilh, in fuch an amiable manner, the 
^uftrian family. 




i 

■ 

LETTER LVIII. 

. • « ■. • ' i • . -i 

• • ' *'V . i » i j 1 Naples. 

. riE hirtditary jtirifdiafon of live' noble* 
er their vaflals fubfifts, both in the king-* 
in of Naples and Sicily, in the full rigout 

the feudal government. Tha peafant* 
?refore are poor ; and Lt depends entirely 

the perfonal chara&er of the matters, 
icther their poverty is not the leaft of 
:ir grievances. If the land was leafed out 
free farmers, whofe property was perfectly 
are, and the leafes of a fufficient length 
allow the tenant to reap the, fruits of 

own improvements, there is no manner 
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of doubt lhat the eftates of the nobility 
would produce much more. The landlord 
might have a higher rent paid in money* 
jnftead of being colle&ed in kind, whiqh 
fubje&s him to the falaries and impofitions 
of d numerous train of ftewards ; and the 
tenants, on their parts, would be enabled to 
live much more comfortably, and to lay up, 
every year, a fmall pittance for their families. 
But the love of domineering is fo predo- 
minant in the breads of men who have been 
accullomed to it from their infancy, that, if 
the alternative were in their choice, many 
of them would rather fubmit to be them- 
felves. flciyjes to the caprices . ^f r ^n ,*tygf ijtfe 
prince, than become perfedHy, independent^ 
on the condition of giving independence to 
their vafials. There is reafon to believe; that 
this ungenerous fpirit prevails pretty univerr 
fally among the nobility all oyer Europe 
The German Barons are more fho^keclat 
the idea of their peafants becoming perfedUy 
free, like the farmers of Great Britain, than 
they are folicitous to limit the power of their 
princes : and, from the fentiments I have 
heard expreflfed by the French, I very much 
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doubt, whether their high nobility would 
accept of the privileges of Englifli peers, at 
:he expence of that infolent fuperiority, and 
hofe licentious freedoms, with which they 
nay, though no Englifh peer can, treat 
vith impunity the citizens and people of 
nferior rank.* We need be the lefs ftUr 

* Whatever juftice may have been in this 
emark when thefe letters were firft publifhed, 
t is now apparent that fome of the firft nobility 
»f France entertain different fentiments from 
lofe here imputed to them. 

Whether the French imbibed their love of 
eedom from their intercourfe with Britifh 
k merica, or from the progrefs of philofophy 
nd good fenfe in their own country, a complete 
Iteration in the political fentiments of that 
ation feems to have preceded the late revolu- 
on in their government : a revolution more 
ctraordinary than any which the annals of 
lankind prefent to our admiration. — The 
habitants of a great kingdom, in one inftant, 
/ an influence as fudden as that of ele&ricity, 
e fhocked at the idea of their being Slaves; 
ey ftart up and aflert the rights of mankind to 
5 Free, and they are Free! — l ong may they 
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prifed at this, when we confider that in forae 
parts of the Britifh empire, where the equi- 
table and generous laws of England prevail, 
thofe who fet the higheft value on freedom, 
who fubmit to every hardfhip, and encounter 
every danger, to fecure it to themfelves, 
• -never have fhewn a difpofuion of extending 
its bleffings, or even alleviating-the bondage 
of that part of the human fpecies, which 
a fordid and unjuftifiable barter has brought 
into their power. 

The Court of Naples has not yet ven- 
tured, by one open aft of authority* to 
abolifh the immoderate power of the lords 

continue fo, and may their example be followed 

■ 

by every nation now fuffering under the Scourge 
of Defpotifm.* 

* The foregoing note was first annexed to the fifth 
edition of this work, published in the year 1790, 
before the massacre of the prisoners at Paris in 
September 179?, before the murders of the King, 
Queen, and Princess Elizabeth of France, and before 
the permanent slaughter during the whole tyranny of 
Robespierre, had disgraced the French revolution and 
human nature, and almost rendered a restoration 
even of the ancient government desirable in tbftt 
unhappy country. 
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over their tenants. But it is believed that 
the Minifter fecretly wiflies for its deftruo 
tion ; and in cafes of flagrant "oppreflion, 
when complaints are brought before the 
legal courts, or dire&ly to the King him- 
fclf, by the peafants againfi: the lord, it is 
generally remarked that the Minifter favours 
the complainant. Notwithftanding this, the 
xnafters have fo many opportunities of op- 
prcffing, and fuch various methods of teafmg, 
their vafials, that they generally chufe to 
bear their wrongs in filence ; and perceiving 
that thofe who hold their lands immediately 
from the Crown, are in a much eafier 
fituation than themfelves, without raifing 
their hopes to perfect freedom, the height 
of their wiflies is to be fheltcred, from the 
vexations of little tyrants, under the un- 
limited power of one common mafter. The 
objects of royal attention, they fondly ima- 
gine, are too fublime, and the minds of kings 
too generous, to ftoop to, or even to coun- 
tenance, in their fervants, the minute and 
unreasonable exa&ions, which are wrung at 
prefent from the hard hands of the exhaufted 
labourer. * ' ( 

T * 
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Though the Neapolitan nobility ftill re- 
tain the ancient feudal authority over the 
peafants, yet their perfonal importance de- 
pends, in a great meafure, on the favour 
of the King; who, under pretext of any 
offence, can confine them to their own 
eftates, or imprifon them at pleafure; and 
who, without any alleged offence, and with- 
out going to fuch extremes, can infli£t a 
punHhment, highly fenfible to them, by 
not inviting them to the amufements of 
the Court, or not receiving them with 
fmiles when they attend on any ordinary 
occafion. Unlefs this Prince were fo very 
impolitic as to difguft all the nobility at 
once, and fo unite the whole body againil 
him, he has little to fear from their refent- 
| ment. Even in cafe of fuch an union, 
as the nobles have loft the affection and 
attachment of their peafants, what could 
they do in oppofition to a (landing army of 
thirty thoufand men, entirely devoted to 
the crown ? The eftabliftiment of {landing 
armies has univerfally given (lability to the 
I>ower of the prince, and ruined that of 
the great lords. No nobility in Europe 



Digitized by Google 



MANNERS IN ITALY. tZl 

can now be faid to inherit political impor- 
- tance, or to a£t independent of, or in op- 
pofition to, the influence of the_ crown ; 
except the temporal peers of that part of 
Great Britain called England. 

As men of high -birth are feklom, in 
this country, called to the management of 
public affairs, or placed in thofe fituations 
where great political knowledge is required; 
and as his Majefty relies on his own talents 
and experience in war for the dire&ion of 
the army; neither the civil nor military 
eftablifhments open any very tempting field 
for the ambition of the nobles, whofe edur 
cation is ufually adapted to the parts in life _ 
which they have a probability of- acting, 
Their fortunes and titles defcend to them, 
independent of any effort of their own. 
All the literary diitin&ions are beneath their 
regard ; it is therefore not thought expedient 
to cloud the playful innocence of their 
childhood, or the amiable gaiety of their 
youth, with fevere fludy. In fame other 
countries, where a very fmall portion of 
literary education is thought becoming for 

- 

young men of rank, and where even this 
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faiSU portion has been negletfed, they fome- 
times catch a little knowledge of hiftory 
and mythology, and lome ufeful moral ferr- 
timents, from the excellent dramatic pieces 
that are reprefented on their theatres. They 
alfo fometimes pick up fome notion of the 
different governments in Europe, and a 
few political ideas, in the courfe of their 
travels. But the nobility of this country 
very feldom travel ; and the only dramatic- 
pieces reprefented here, are operas ; in which 
mufic, not fentiment, is the principal thing 
attended to. In the other theatrical enter- 
tainments, Punchinello is the {hining cha- 
rafter. To this difregard of literature among 
the nobles, it is owing, that in their body 
are to be found few tirefome, fcholaftic 
pedants^ artd fione of thofe perturbed fpirits, 
who ruffle the ferenity of nations by political 
alarms, who- clog the wheels of government 
by oppofition, who pry into the condu£l 
of minifters, or in any way difturb that total 
indiffeience with regard to the public, which 
prevails all over this kingdom. We are 
told by a great modern Hiftorian,* that 

* Tide Dr. EobertsoifcY History of the Einperot 
Charles V.Scct. I* 

t 
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" force of mind, a fenfe of perfona! dignity, 
" gallantry in enterprife, invincible per- 
" feverance in execution, contempt of dan- 
4< ger and of death,, are the chara&eiiftic 
11 virtues of uncivilifed nations." But a*, 
the nobles of this country have Jong been 
fufficiently civilifed, thefe qualities may in 
them be fuppofed to have given place to 
the arts which embellifh a polifhed age ; to 
gaming, gallantry, mufic, the parade of equi- 
page, the refinements of drefs, and other 
namelefs refinements. 

t 

* ■ 

V 
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* 

Naples . 

The citizens of Naples form a fodety of 
their own, perfe&Iy dillindk from the nobi- 
lity ; and although they are not the mod in- 
duftrious people in the world, yet having 
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fome degree of occupation, and their time 
being divided between bufinefs and pleafure, 
they probably have more enjoyment than 
thofe who, without internal refources, or op- 
portunities of adfcive exertion, pafs their lives 
\n fenfual gratifications, and in waiting the 
Returns of appetite around a gaming table. 
In the mod refpe&able clafs of citizens, are 
comprehended the lawyers, of whom there 
are an incredible number in this town. The 
moll: eminent of this profeffion hold, indeed, 
a kind of intermediate rank between the no- 

i 

bility and citizens ; the reft are on a level 
with the phyficians, the principal merchants, 
and the artifts ; none of whom can make 
great fortunes, however induftrious ihey 
may be ; but a moderate income enables 
them to fupport their rank in fociety, and 
to enjoy all the conveniencies, and many of 
the luxuries, of life* 

England is perhaps the only nation in 
Europe where fome individuals, of every 
profeffion, even of the loweft, find it pof- 
fible to accumulate great fortunes ; the effedt 
of this very frequently is, that the fon def- 
pifes the profeffion of the father, commences 
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gentleman, and diffipates, in a few years, 
what coft a life to gather. In the principal 
cities of Germany and Italy, we find, that . 
the anceftors of many of thofe citizens what 
are the moft eminent in their particular bu- 
finefs, have tranfmitted the art to them 
through feveral generations. It is natural 
to imagine, that this will tend to the im- 
provement of the art, or fcience, or profef- 
fion, as well as the family fortune ; and 
that the third generation will acquire know- 
ledge from the experience, as well as wealth 
from the induftry, of the former two; 
whereas, in the cafes alluded to above, the 
wheel of fortune moves differently. A 
man, by afliduity in a particular bufinefs, 
. and by genius, acquires a great fortune and^ 
high reputation ; the fon throws away the 
fortune, and ruins his own charadter by ex- 
travagance; and the grandfon is obliged 
to recommence the bufinefs, unaided by 
the wealth or experience of his anceftors, 
This, however, is pointing out an evil 
which I (hou!d be forry to fee remedied; 
becaufe it certainly originates in the riches 

1 - 
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frill remained in the mines of Peru ; and 

t 

the greater part of it, furely, affords as little 
comfort to the clergy and monks as to any 
part of the community ; for though it be- 
longs to their church, or their convent, yet 
it can no more be converted to the ufe of 
the priefts and monks of fuch churches and 
convents, than to the tradefmen who inhabit 
the adjacent ftreets. For this reafon I am a 
good deal furprifed, that no pretext or fub- 
t.rfugc has been found, no expedient fallen 
on,, no treaty or convention made, for ap- 
propriating part of this, at leafl, to the ufe 
of fome fet of people or other. If the clergy 
were to lay their hands on it, this might be 
found fault with by the King; if his Ma- 
jefty dreamt of taking any part of it for the- 
exigencies of the ftate, the clergy would un- 
doubtedly raife a clamour ; and if both united, 
the Pope would think he had a right to pro- 
nounce his veto : but if all thefe three powers 
could come to an underftanding, and fettle 
their proportions, I am apt to think a par- 
tition might be made as quietly as that of 
Poland,, 

: Whatever faruples the Neapolitan clergy 



l38 VIEW OF SOCIETY AND 

may have to fuch a project, they cer- 
tainly have none to the full enjoyment of 
their revenues. No clafs of men can be 
lefs difpofed to offend Providence by a v 
peevifh negleft of the good things which 
the bounty of Heaven has beftowed. Self- 
denial is a virtue, which I will not fay 
they poffefs in a fmaller degree, but which, 
I am fure, they zfftft. lefs than any other 
ecclefiaftics I know ; they live very much 
in fociety, both with the nobles and citi- 
zens. All of them, the monks not ex- 
cepted, attend the theatre, and feem to join 
moft cordially in other diverfions and amufe- 
ments ; the common people are no ways 
offended at this, or imagine that they ought 
to live in a more reclufe manner. Some of 
the orders have had the addrefs to make a 
concern for their temporal intereft, and a 
defire of feeing them live full, and in fomer 
thing of a jolly manner, be regarded by the 
common people as a proof of zeal for reli- 
gion. I am Informed, that a very confir 
derable diminution in the number of monks 
has taken place in the kingdom of Naples 
fince the fuppreffion of the Jefuits, and fince 
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a liberty of quitting the cowl was granted 
by the late Pope; but ftiil there is no 
reafon to complain of a deficiency in this 
order of men. The richeft and mod com- 
modious convents in Europe, both for male 
and female votaries, are in this city ; the 
moft fertile and beautiful hills of the en- 
.yiroi)§ are cpyered with them ; a fmall part 
of their .revenue is fpent in feeding the poor, 
the monks d ftributing bread and foup to a 
certain number every day before the doors 
of the convents. Some of the friars ftudy 
fhyfic and furgery, and pra&ife thefe arts 
with great applaufe. Egch convent has an 
apothecary's {hop belonging to it, where 
medicines are delivered gratis to the poor, 
$nd fold; to thofe who can afford to pay. 
On all thefe accounts the monks in general 
are greater favourites with the common 
people than even the fecular clergy ; all the 
chariry of the friars, however, would not 
be able tjO cover their lins, if the ftories cir- 
culatfed by their enemies were true, — by 
which they are reprefented as the greateft 
profligates and debauchees in the world. 
Without giving credit to all that is reported 
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on -this fubje£t, afc the Neapolitan^ monks 
afe very well fed, as this climate-is not the 
moft favourable* to continency (a virtue 
which in this place is by no means eftimated* 
in proportion to its rarity ), it is moft 
likely that the inhabitants of the convents, 
like the inhabitants in general, indulge in 
certain pleafures, with lefs fcruple or re- 
straint than is ufual in fome other places. 
Be that as it may, it is certain that they are 
the moft fuperftitious of mankind ; a turn 
of mind which they communicate with equal 
zeal and fuccefs to a people remarkably 
ignorant, and remarkably amorous. The 
'feeds offup^iftition thias zealoufly fowtf oh 
fuch; a warm and fertile, though unculti- 
•vated, foil, fometimes produce the moft 
extraordinary crops of fenfuality and devdtiga 
that ever were feen in any country. - \ 
The lazzaroni, or black-guards, as has 
been already obferved, form a confiderable 
part of the inhabitants of Naple9 ; and have, 
on fome well-known occafions, had the 
government for a fliort time in their own 
hands. They are computed at above thirty 
thoufand \ the greater part of them have no 
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dwelling- houfes, but fleep every night under 
porticos, piazzas, or any kind of flielter they 
can find,. Thofe of them who have wives 
and children, Jive;, in the fuburbs of Na- 
ples, near Paufilippo, in; huts, or in ca- 
verns, or chambers dugout of that moun- 
tain. 1 Some glain a livelihood by fifhing, 
others? by carrying burdens to and from the 
fhipping ; manyiwalk about the ftreets ready 
to run on errands,: or to perform any labour 
in their power for/a vety fmall recomperice. 
As they do, not meet with confl ant 'employ- 
ment* their wages ai*e not luflficient for their 
maintenance ; the foup and bread diftributed 
at the door o£ the convents fupply the de- 
ficiency.: The lazzaroni are generally re- 
prefented as a lazy, licentious, and turbu- . 
lent fet of people what I have obferved l 
gives me a ; very different . idea of theirt 
chafca&er. M Their idlenefsi is evidently the 
effecSt of ueceflity, not of. choice they! 
* are always ready to perform any; work,) 
however ) laborious, for a very reafonable 
gratification. It; muft proceed from the 
fault- of -Government, when fiich- a nura<- ' 
befc g£ /tattt, aft,rve citizens remain un- 



Digitized by Google 



l42 TttMT OP SOCIETY AND 

* « 

employed ; and fo far are jthey fiiom bein£ 
licentious and turbulent, that I cannot help: 
thinking they are much too. tame aiid fub-) 
miffive. Though the: inhabitants haf the 
Italian cities were the firft who/hook offthe 
feudal yoke, and though in Naples they have 
long- enjoyed the privilege of municipal ju- 
rifdi&ion, yet the external fplendour of the 
nobles, and the authority they ftill exercife 
over the peafants, impofe upon the minds 
of the lazzarohi : and however bold andire~ 
fentful they may be of injdiresooffered b£ 
others, they bear ithe infolenpevof the jiobk 
lity as peafants fixed to tbd fori; A cox* 
comb of a volanti, tricked odt in his fantafti- 
Gal drefs, or any of the liveHed flaves/of the 
.great, mike no cerembny of treating thefe[ 
poor fellows Wiilr.all 'thelipfolertce and ift-1 
fenfibility natural toitheir mafters \ rand for 
no vifible reafon, hut:i>&caafe:h!e is drefled in 
I3.ce, and the others in /rags..* rlnftead of - 
calling to them ta; make jway, when th$ 
noife in thevftreets prevents i thai cwnnton- 
pjeople fromf hearing: the approach ' of the? 
carriage, a llrobc riorofs- the fhaukleft With* 

the . cane of the :raoningr>iDosW^rii $| tW 

> 



Digitized by Google 



MANNERS IN ITALY. l43 

ufu&l warning they receive. Nothing ani- 
mates this people to infurre&ion, but fome 
very preffing and very univerfal caufe ; fuch 
as a fcarcity of bread : every other grievance 
they bear as if it were their charter. When 
we confider thirty thoufand human creatures 
without beds or habitations, wandering al- 
moft naked in fearch of food through the 
ftreets of a well-built city ; when we think 
of the opportunities they have of being to- 
gether, of comparing their own deftitute 
fituation with the affluence of others, one 
cannot help being aftoniftied at their pa- 
tience. 

Let the Prince be diftinguiftied by fplen- 
dour and magnificence ; let the great and 
the rich have their luxuries; but," in thd r; 
name of humanity, let the poor, whcTarfc' 
willine to labour, have food in abundance to" 
fatisfy the cravings of nature, and raiment 
to defend them from the inclemencies of thfe 
weather ! : •• "• ' ' K ' 

' If their governors, Whether from 4 weak- 
nefs or negledt, do 1 not fupply them with 
thefe, ' thiy certainly hiVe^a ;r fi^it to hefp r 

themfelves. Everf \*k ^ equtty- a { k : 

■ ■ 
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common fenfe will juftify them in revolt- 
ing againft fuch governors, and in fatisfying 
their own wants from the fuperfluities of 
lazy luxury. 
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Naples. 



have made feveral vifits to the mufeum 
at Portici, principally, as you may believe r 
tor view the. f antiquities dugout of Hercula-, 
neum and Poropeia. The woik publifliing. 
by Government, ornamented with engrav- 
ings of the chief articles of this curious 
colleftion, will, in all probability, be coati- 
nued for many years,; as new articles, worthy 
of the fctflptor's art, are daily difcoyered, : 
and as a vaft mine.of curiofities is fuppofed : 
to be concealed in thf unopened ftreets of 
• Pompeia, 
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Pompeia. Among the ancient paintings, 
thofe which ornamented the theatre of Her- 
culaneum are more elegant than any that 
have hitherto been found at Pompeia. 
All thofe paintings were executed upon 
the ftucco which lined the walls ; they 
have been fawed off with great labour and 
addrefs, and arc now prefer ved in glafs 
cafes ; the colours > we are told, were 
much brighter before they were drawn 
out of their fubterraneous abode, and 
expofed to the open air ; they are, however, 
ftill wonderfully lively : the fubjeAs are un- 
der flood at the fir ft glance by thofe who are 
acquainted with the Grecian hiftory and my- 
thology. There is a Chiron teaching Achil- 
les to play on the lyre, Ariadne deferted, 
the Judgment of Paris, fome Bacchantes and 
Fauns ; the largcft piece reprefents Thefeus's 
vidtory over the Minotaur. It confifts of 
feven or eight figures very well grouped, 
but a Frieze, with a dancing woman, on a 
• "black ground, not above ten inches long, is 
thought the beft. 

* We ought not, however, to judge of th« 
progrefs which the ancients had made in the 
vol,. II. G 
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art of painting, by the degree of perfe&ion 
which appears in thofe pi&ures. It is not 
probable that the beft paintings of ancient 
Greece or Italy were Herculaneum ; and, if 
it could be afcertained that fome of the pro- 
du&ions of the beft mafters were there, it 
Would not follow that thofe which have 
been difcovered are of that clafs. If a 
ftranger were to enter at random a few 
houfes London, and fee fome tolerably 
good pi&ures there, he could not with pro- 
priety conclude that the beft of them were 
the very beft in London. The paintings 
brought from Herculaneum are perfeft 
proofs that the ancients had made that pro- 
grefs in the art, which thofe pictures in- 
dicate; but do not form even a prefumption, 
that they had not made a much greater. 
It is almoft demonftrable that thefe paintings 
are not of their beft. . The fame fchool 
which formed the fculptor to corredtnefs, 
would form the painter to equal corredlnefs 
in his drawings, however deficient he might 
be in all the other parts of his arf. Their 
beft ftatues are correct in their proportions, 
and elegant in their forms : Thefe paintings 
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are not corredt in their proportions, andUre 
comparatively inelegant iir riieir folims., 
. -Among the ftatues, the drunken Faun 
and the Mercury are the beft. Thefcars 
fome fine bronze bufts ; the intalios add 
-cameos, which hitherto have been found 
either in Herculaneum or Pompeia, ar$ 
reckoned but indifferent. 

The elegance of form, with the admirable 
workmanftiip of the ornamental furniture 
and domeftic utenfils, in filver and other 
metals ; the variety and beauty of the lamps, 
tripods, and vafes ; fufficiently tcftify, if 
there were no other proofs, the fertile ima- 
gination and exquifite execution of the 
ancient artifts : and, had their own poets 
and hiflorians been quite filent concerning 
the Roman refinements in the art of cookery, 
and the luxury of their tables, the prodigious 
variety of culinary inftruments, the moulds 
for jellies, for confedtions, and paftry, which 
are colleded in this mufeum, would afford 
a tlrong preemption, that the great men of 
our own days have a nearer refemblance to 
tliofe ancient conquerors of the world, than 
is generally imagined. * : '< itu >\ 

Many of the ancient manufcripts ifourid 
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at Herculaneum have been carried to Ma- 
drid ; but a great number ftill remaia at 
Portici. Great pains have been beftowed, 
and much ingenuity difplayed, in feparating 
and unrolling the flieets, without deftroying 
the writing. This has fucceeded in a certain 
degree ; though, in fpite of all the fkill and 
attention of thofe \yho are employed in this 
very delicate work, the copiers are obliged 
to leave many blanks where the letter? are 
obliterated. The manufcripts hitherto un^ 
rolled and copied, are in the Greek language, 
and nafcof a very important nature. As the 
unrolling thofe papers muft take up a great 
deal of time, and requires infinite addrefs, it 
is to be wifhed that his Neapolitan Majefty 
would fend one at leaft to every univerfity 
in Europe, that- the abilities of the moft 
ingenious men of every country might be 
exercifed on a fubjecSt fo univerlally inte- 
refting. The method which fhould be found 
to fucceed beft, might be immediately made 
known, and applied to the unfolding of the 
remaining manufcripts. The probability of 
recovering thofe works, vvhofe lofs the 
learned have fo long lamented, would by 
this means be greatly increafed. 

Diqiti; 
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Herculaneum andPompeia weredeftroyed 
by the fame eruption of Mount Vefuvius* 
about feventeen hundred years ago. The 
former was a town of much more magnifi- 
cence than the other; but it is infinitely 
more difficult to be cleared of the matter 

• • • 

which covers it. Sir William Hamilton, 
in his accurate and judicious obfervations 
on Mount Vefuvius, aflerts, that there are 
evident marks that the matter of fix erup- 
tions has taken its courfe over this devoted 
town, fince the great explofion which in- 
volved it in the fame fate with l?€rmpeia* 
Thefe different eruptions have all happened 
at confiderable diftances of time from each 
other. This appears by the layers of good 
foil which are found between them. But 
the matter which immediately covers the 
town, and with which the theatre, and all 
the houfes hitherto examined, were found 
filled, is not lava, but a fort of foft ftone, 
compofed of pumice and afhes, intermixed 
with earth. This has faved the pictures, 
manufcripts, bufts, utenfils, and other an- 
tiquities, which have been recovered out of 
Herculaneum, from utter deftrudtion. For 
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if any of the fix fucceeding eruptions had 
happened previous to this, and the red-hot 
liquid lava, of which they confided, had 
flowed into xho open city, it would have 
filled every ftreet, fcorched up every com- 
buftible fubflance with intenfc heat, involv- 
ing the houfes, and all they contained, in 
one folid rock of lava, undiftinguifhable, 
and for ever infeparable, from it. The 
eruption, which buried the city in cinders, 
earth, and afhes, has in fome meafure pre- 
ferved it from the more deftrudtive effedls 
of th^fiery torrents which have over- 
whelmed it fince. 

When we confider that the intervals be- 
tween thofe eruptions were fufficiently long 
to allow a foil to be formed upon the har- 
dened lava of each ; that a new city has been 
adually built on the lava of the lad eruption ; 
and that ^ie ancient city is from feventy to 
one hundred feet below the prefent furface 
of the earth ; we muft acknowledge it more 
furprifing that any, than that fo few, of 
its ornaments have been recovered. At the 
beginning of the prefent century, any body 
would: have imagined that the bufts, ftatues, 
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and pi&ures of Herculaneum had not a 
much better chance, than the perfons they 
reprefent, of appearing again, within a few 
years, upon the furface of this globe. 

The cafe is different with regard to 
Pompeia. Though it was not difcovered 
till about twenty-five years ago, which is 
forty years almoft after the difcovery of 
Herculaneum, yet the probability was 
greatly in favour of its being difcovered 
fooner, for Pompeia has felt the effects of 
a fingle eruption only ; it is not buried 
above twelve feet below the furfacqgof the 
ground, and the earth, aftics, cinders, and 
pumice ftones with which it is covered, are 
fo light, and fo little tenacious, that they 
might be temoved with no great difficulty. 
If the attention of his Neapolitan Majefty 
were not engrofled with more important 
concerns, he might have the whole town 
uncovered in a very fliort fpace of time ; 
half the lazzaroni of Naples could complete 
the bufinefe in one year. Hitherto only 
one ftreet and a few detached buildings are 
cleared ; the ftreet is well paved, with the 
tune kind of ftone of which the ancient 
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roads are made ; narrow caufeways are raifed 
a foot and an ba'f or each fide for the con- 
venicncy of foot paflengers. The ftreet 
itfelf, to my recolle&ion, is not fo broad as 
the nairoweft part of the Strand, and is fup- 
pofed to have been inhabited -by tradefpeople. 
The traces of wheels of carriages are. to he 
feen on the pavement ; the diftance between 
the traces is lefs than that.between the wheels 
of a modern poft-chaife. I remarked this the 
more, as, on my fuft viewing the ftreet, 1 
doubted whether there was room for two 
modern coaches to pafs each other. I 
plainly faw there was fufficient room for 
two of the ancient chariots, whofe wheels 
were of no greater diftance than between the 
traces on the. pavement. The houfes are 
fmall, and in a very different ftyle from the 
modern Italian houfes ; for the former give 
an idea of neatnefs and conveniency. The 
ftucco on the walls is hard as marble, fmooth 
and beautiful. Some of the rooms are or- 

* 

namented with paintings, moftly fingle 
figures, reprefenting fome animal ; m they are 
tolerably well executed, and on a little water 
being thrown- on them, the colours appeal 
furprifingly fre£h.. 



Digitized by Google 



\ 

MANNERS IN ITAXY. l53 

Mo ft of the hoafes are built on the fame 
plan, and have one fmall room from the 
paflage, which is conje&ured to have been 
the (hop* with a window to the ftreet, and 
a place which feems to have been contrived 
for (hewing the goods to the greatelt advan- 
tage. The nature of the traffic carried on at 
one particular hou'fe, is indicated by a figure 
in alto relievo of a very expreffive kind, im* 
mediately above the door.- 
. It is to be wiihed they would cover one 
of the bed houfes with ai roof, as nearly re* 
fembling that which originally belonged' to 
it as they could imagine, with a complete 
affortment of the antique furniture of the 
kitchen and each particular room. Such a 
houfe fitted up with accuracy and judgment, 
with all its utenfils and ornaments properly 
arranged, would-be an obje& of univerfal cu- 
riofity, and would fwell the heart of the anti- 
quarian with veneration and delight. Only 
imagine, my dear Sir, what thofe gentlemen 
muft feel, when they fee the venerable habita- 
tions of the ancients in their prefent mournful 
condition, negle&ed, defpifed, abandoned to 
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the peltings of rain, and all the injuries of 
the weather ! thofe precious walls, which, 
were it poflible to trail fport them to the 
various countries of the world, would be 
bought with avidity, and placed in the gar- 
dens of Princes ! How muft the bofoms of 
all true virtuofos glow with indignation, 
when they behold the manfions of the an- 
cient Romans (tripped of their ornaments, 
difhonoured, and jexpofed, like a parcel of 
fagged galley flaves, in the moft indecent 
manner, with hardly any covering to their 
roakednefs ; while a little paltry brick houfe, 
coming the Lord knows how, from a coun- 
try which men of tafte have always defpifed, 
has been received with hofpitality, drcfled in 
a fine coat of the richeft marble, adorned 
with jewels and precious ftones, and treated 
with every mark of honourable diftin&ion ! 

In another part of the town of Pompehj, 
there is a re&aftgalar building, with a 
colonnade towards the court, fomething in 
the llyle of the Royal Exchange at London* 
but fmaller. This has every appearance 
of a barrack and guard-rnom ; the piljars 
are of brick, covered with (hining ftucco, 
elegantly fluted ; the icravvlings and drawings 
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ftill vifible on the walls, are fuch as we 
might naturally expe£t on the walls of a 
guard-room, where foldiers are the dcfigners, 
and fwords the engraving tools, Theyconfift 
of gladiators fighting, fome with each other, 
fome with wild beafts ; the games of the 
circus, as chariot races, wreftling, and the , 
like ; a few figures in caricatura, defigned 
probably by fome of the foldiers in ridicule 
of their companions, or perhaps of their 
officers ; and there are abundance of names 
infcribed on various parts of the wall, 
according to the univerfal cuftom of the 
humbled candidates for fame in all ages and 
countries. It may be fafely afTerted, that 
none of thofe who have endeavoured to 
tranfmit their' names to pofterity in this 
manner, have fucceeded fo well as the 
foldiers of the garrifon of Pompeia. 

At a confiderable diftance from the bar- 
rack, is a building, known by the infcription 
upon it, for a< temple of the goddefs Ifis ; 
there is nothing very magnificent in its 
appearance ; the pillars are of brick, ftuccoed 
like thofe of the guard- room. The beft 
paintings, hitherto found at Pompeia, are 
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thofe of this temple ; they have been cut out 
of the walls and removed to Portici. It was 
abfolutely neceffary to do this with the 
pictures at Herculaneum, becaufe there they 
could not be feen without the help of torches ^ 
but here, where they could be {een by the 
light of the Sun, they would, in my humble 
opinion, have appeared to more advantage,, 
and have had a better effe£t in the identical 
Ctuation in which they were placed by the 
ancient artift. A few (Hll remain, par- 
ticularly one, which is confidered by tra- 
vellers as a great curiofity ; it is a fmalfc 
view of a. villa, with the gardens belonging 
to it. 

There is one houfe or villa without the 
walls, on a much larger fcale than any of 
the others. In a large cellar, or vaulted^ 
gallery belonging to this houfe, there are 
a number of amphorae, or earthen veflels,. 
arranged along the walls % mod of them filled: 
with a kind of red fubftance, fuppofed to- 
have been wine. This cellar, is funk about 
two-thirds below the furface of the ground, 
and is lighted by fraall narrow windows. I 
have called it gallery, becaufe it is about 
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twelve feet in width, and is the whole length 
of two adjoining fides of the fquare which 
the villa forms* It was ufed not only as a 
repofitory for wine, but alfo as a coof 
retreat for the family during exceflive hot 
weather. Some of this unfortunate family 
fought fhelter in. this place from the de- 
flruftive fhower which overwhelmed the 
town. Eight Ikeletons, four being thofe of 
children, were found here ; where they muff 
have met a more cruel and lingering death, 
than that which they (h tinned. In one room, 
the body of a man was found with an ax in 
the hand ; it is probahle he had Been en- 
deavouring to cut a paflage into the open 
air;, he had broken and pierced the wall, 
but had expired before he could cJear away 
the furrounding rubbifh. Few fkeletons were 
found in the ftreets, but a confiderable 
number in the houfes. Before the decifive 
fhower fell, which fmothered the. inhabi- 
tants of this HI- fated city, perhaps fuch 
quantities of aflies. and cinders were occa- 
fiortally falling, as frightened, and obliged 
them, to keep within doors. 

It is impoflible to view thofe fkeletons, and 
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reflefl on this dreadful cataftrophe, without 

horror and compaflion. We cannot think 

» - • 

of the inhabitants of a whole town being 
destroyed at once, without imagining that 
their fate has been uncommonly fevere. But 
are not the inhabitants of all the towns then 
exifting, of whom we think without any , 
emotion of pity, as completely dead as thofe 
of Pompeia ? And could we take them 
one by one, and confider the nature of 
their deaths, and the circumftances attending 
that of each individual ; fome deflroyed by 
painful bodily difeafes, fome by the torture 
of the executioner v fome bowed to the grave 
by the weight of accumulated forrow, and 
the flow anguifh of a broken heart, after 
having fuffered the pangs of diffolution over 
and over again, in the death of thofe they 
loved ; after having beheld the dying agonies 
of their children ; could all this, I fay, be 
appraifed, calculated, and compared, the 
balance of fuffering might not be found 
with the inhabitants of Pompeia, but rather 
with thofe of the contemporary cities, who, 
perhaps at that time, as we do now, la- * 
mented its fevere fate. 
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LETTER LXI. 
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« 

Naples. 

As I fauntered along the Strada Nuova late- 
ly, I perceived a group of people liftening, 
with much attention, to a perfon who ha- 
rangued them in a raifed folemn voice, and 
with great gefticulation. I immediately made 
one of the auditory, which increafed every 
moment; men, women, and children bringing 
feats from the neighbouring houfes, on 
which they placed themfelves around the 
orator. He repeated ftanzas from Ariofto, in 
a pompous recitativo cadence, peculiar to the 
natives of Italy ; and he had a book in his 
hand, to affift his memory when it failed* 
He made occafional commentaries in profe, 
by way of bringing the Poet's expreflion 
nearer to the level of his hearer's capacities 
His cloak hung loofe from one {houkler; 
his right arm was difengaged, for the pur- 
pofes of oratory. Sometimes he waved it 
with a flow, fmooth motion, which accorded 
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with the cadence of the verfes ; fometimes 
he preffed it to his breaft, to give energy to 
the pathetic fentiments of the Poet. Now 
he gathered the hanging folds of the right 
fide of his cloak, and held them gracefully 
up, in imitation of a Roman fenator; and 
anon he fwung them acrofs his- left (boul- 
der, like a citizen of Naples. He humoured 
the ftanza by his voice, which he could mo- 
dulate to the key of any paffion, from the 
boifterous burfts of rage, to the foft notes of 
pity or love. But when he came to defcribe 
the exploits of Orlando, he trufted- nekher 
to the powers of his own voice, nor the 
Poet's genius; but throwing off his cloak, 
and grafping his cane, he affumed the war* 
like and ftern countenance of that hero ; 
reprefenting,. by the moft animated a£tioi>', 
how he drove his fpear through the bodies 
of fix of his enemies at once ; the point at 
the fame time killing a feventh* who would 
alfo have remained^ transfixed with his com- 
panions, if the fpear could have held more 
fchan fix men: of an ordinary fize upon it at 
a time. 
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II Cavalier d'Anglante ove piu fpefle ' 
Vide le genti e l'arme, abbaflo ] 'afta,- 
Ed uno in quella, e pofcta uu altrb meflc 
E un altro, e un altro, che fembrar di pafta, 
E fino a fei ve n'infilzd, e li refle 
Tutti una lancia ; c perche* ella non bafta 
v A piu capir, lafcio il fettimo fuore 
Ferito (I che di quel colpo muore.* 

This ftanza our declaimer had no occafion 
to comment upon, as Ariofto has thought 
fit to i 11 u (Irate it in a manner which feemed 
highly to the tafte of this audience. For,' 
in the verfe immediately following, Oilando 
is compared to a man killing frogs in 
marfhy ground, with a bow and arrow made 
for that purpofe ; an amufement very 
common in Italy, and (till more fo in 
France. 

* The knight of Aglant now has couch 'd his spear, 

"Where clpsely prest the men and arras appear ; 
First one, and then another, helpless diesj , 
Thro' six at once the lance impetuous flies, 
And in the seventh inflicts so deep a wound, 
That prone he tumbles lifeless to the ground. 
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Non altrimente nelP eftrema arena 

Veggiam le rane de' canali e foffe 

Dal cauto arcier ne i fianchi, e nella fchiena 

L'una vicina air altera efler percofle, , 

Ne dalla freccia, fin che tutta piena 

Non fia da un capo air altero efler rimofle.* 

I muft however do this audience the juftice 
to acknowledge, that they feemed to feel the 
pathetic and fublime, as well as the ludicrous 
parts of the ancient .bard. 
: This pra&ice of rehearfing the verfes of 
Ariofto, Taflb, and other poets, in the ftreer, 
I -have not obferved in any other town of 
Italy ; and I .'am told it is lefs common here 
than it was formerly. I remember indeed^ 
at Venice, to have frequently feen mounte- 
banks, who gained their livelihood by amuf- 
ing the populace at St. Mark's Place with 
wonderful and romantic (lories in profe. - — 
" Liflen, Gentlemen," faid one of them ; 
" let me crave your attention, ye beautiful 

» 

* Thus, by some standing pool or marshy place, 
We see an archer slay the croaking race ' 
With pointed arrow, nor the slaughter leave, 
Till the full weapon can no more receive. 

HOOLE. 

- 
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f* and virtuous ladies ; I have fomething 
" equally affe&ing and wonderful to tell 
" you ; a ftrange and ftupendous adventure, 
u which happened to a gallant knight." — 
Perceiving that this did not fufficiently in- 
tereft the hearers, he exalted his voice, 
calling out that his Knight was uno Caval- 
liero Chriftiano. The audience feemed ftill 
a little flu&uating. He raifed his voice a 
note higher, telling them that this Chriftian 
Knight was one of their own vi&orious 
countrymen,-" un 1 Eroe Veneziano." This 
fixed them ; and he proceeded to relate how 
the Knight, going to join the Chriftian 
army, which was on its march to recover the 
Sepulchre of Chrift from the hands of the 
infidels, loft his way in a vaft wood, and 
wandered at length to a call le, in which a 
lady of tranfcendent beauty was kept pri- 
foner by a gigantic Saracen, who having 
failed in all his endeavours to gain the heart 
of this peerlefs damfel, refolved to gratify 
his pafllon by force ; and had a<5tually begun 
the horrid attempt^ when the flirieks of 
this chafte maiden reached the ears of the 
Venetian hero ; who, ever ready to relieve 
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virgins in diftrefs, ruflied into the apartment 
from whence the cries iffued. The brutal 
raviftier, alarmed at the noife, quits the 
ftruggling lady, at the very inftant when 
her ftrength began to fail ; draws his flaming 
fword; and a dreadful combat begins be- 
tween him and the Chriftian Knight, who 
performs miracles of courage and addrefs in 
refilling the blows of this mighty giant, till 
his foot unfortunately flipping in the blood 
which flowed on the pavement, he fell at 
the feet of the Saracen, who immediately 
feizing the advantage which chance gave 
him, raifed his fword with aJl his might, 

and Here the orator's hat flew to the 

ground, open to receive the contributions 
7 of the lifteners ; and he continued repeating, 
• " raifed his fword over the head of the 
I* Chriftian Knight" — " raifed his bloody, 
" murderous brand, to deftroy your noble, 
4# valiant countryman. 41 — But he proceeded 
no farther in his narrative, till all who 
feemed interefted in it had thrown fomething 
into the hat. He then pocketed the money 
with great gravity, and went on to inform 
them, that at this critical moment, the Lady 
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feeing the danger which threatened her de- 
Jiverer, redoubled her prayers to the Blefled 
Mary, who, a virgin herfelf, is peculiarly 
attentive and propitious to the prayers of 
virgins. Juft as the Saracen's fword was 
defcending on the head of the Venetian, a 
large bee flew, quick as thought, in at the 
window, ftung the former very fmartly on 
the left temple, diverted the blow, and gave 
the Chriftian Knight time to recover him- 
felf. The fight then recommenced with 
frefh fury ; but, after the Virgin Mary had 
taken fuch a decided part, you may believe 
it was no match. The infidel foon fell dead 
at the feet of the Believer. But who do 
you think this beautious maiden was, on 
whofe account the combat had begun ? Why 
no other than the fifter of the Venetian 
Hero. - — This young lady had been ftolen 
from her father's houfe, while fhe was yet 
a child, by an Armenian merchant, who 
dealt in no other goods than women. He 
concealed the child till he found means to 
carry her to Egypt ; where he kept her in 
bondage, with other young girls, till the age 
of fifteen, and then fold her to the Saracen. 
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1 do not exa&ly remember whether the re- 
cognition between the brother and fifter was 
made out by means of a mole on the young 
lady's neck, or by a bracelet on her arm, 
which, with fome other of her mother's 
jewels, happened to be in her pocket when 
fhe was flolen ; but in whatever manner 
this came about, there was the greateft joy 
on the happy occafion ; and the lady joined 
the army with her brother, and one of 
the Chriftian commanders fell in love with 
her, and their nuptials were folemnized at 
Jerufalem ; and they returned to Venice, 
and had a very numerous family of the . 
fined children you ever beheld. 

At Rome, thofe ftreet-orators fometimes 
entertain their audience with interefting 
4 paflages of real hiftory. I remember having 
heard one, in particular, give a full and true 
account how the bloody heathen emperor 
Nero fet fire to the city of Rome, and fat 
at a window of his golden palace, playing 
on a harp, while the town was in flames. 
After which the Hiftorian proceeded to re- 
late, how this unnatural emperor murdered 
his own iiiQther \ and he concluded by giving 

i 
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the audience the fatisfa£tion of hearing a par- 
ticular detail of all the ignominious cir- 
cumftances attending the murderer's own 
death. 

This bufinefs of ftreet-oratory,. while it 
amufes the populace, and keeps them from 
Jefs innocent and more expenfive paftimes; 
gives them at the fame time fome general 
ideas of hiftory. Street orators, therefore, 
are a more ufeful fet of men than another 
clafs, of which there are numbers at Rome, 
who entertain companies with extempora- 
neous verfes on any given fubje£t The 
laft are called Improvifatori ; and fome 
people admire thefe performances greatly. 
For, my own part, I am too poor a judge 
of the Italian language either to admire or 
condemn them ; but, from the nature of 
the thing, I fhould imagine they are but 

t • * * * » * t 

indifferent. It is faid, that the Italian is 
peculiarly calculated for poetry, and that 
verfes may be made with more facility in 

4 , 

ibis, than in any other language. It may 
be more eafy to find fmooth lines, and 
make them terminate in, rhime in Italian, 
4 V ..in :i *nj : . language y but . to compofe 
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verfes with all the qualities eflential to good 
poetry, I imagine leifure and long reflection 
are requifite. Indeed I Underftand, from 
thofe who are judges, that thofe extempore 
cornpofitions of the Improvifatori are in 
general but mean produ&iohs, coiVfiftirig 6f 
a few fulfome compliments to the cortipany, 
and fome common-place obfervations, put 
into rhime, on the fubje£t propofed. There 
is, however, a lady of an amiable chara&er, 
Signora Corilla, whofe extempore producr 
tions, which /he repeats in the moft graceful 
manner, are admired by people of real tafte. 
While we were at Rome, this lady made an 
appearance one evening at the affembly of 
the Arcadi, which charmed a very numerous 
company ; and of which our friend Mr. % 
Ramfay has given me fuch an account as 
makes me regret that I was not prefent. 
After much entreaty, a fubjeft being given, 
/he began, accompanied by two violins, 
and fung her unpremeditated* {trains with 

* 

great variety of thought and elegance of 
language.. The whole of her performance 
lafted above an' hour, with three or four 
paufes, of about five minutes eath, which 

feemed 
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feemed ncceffary, more that (he might recover 
her itrength and voice, than for recolie£lion ; 
for that gentleman (aid, that nothing could 
have more the air of infpiration, or what 
we are told of the Pythian Prophetefs. At 
her firfl fetting out, her manner was fedate* 
or rather cold ; but gradually becoming 
animated, her voice rofe, her eyes fparkled* 
an4 the rapidity and beauty of her expref* 
fions and ideas feemed fupernataral. .She 
at laft called on another member of . the 
fociety to fing alternately with her, which 
he complied with ; but Mr. Ramfay thought, 
**" though they were Arcades cimbo, they were 
by no means cantare pares* 

Naples is celebrated for the fineft opera 
in Europe. This however happens not to be 
the feafon of performing; but the commori 
people enjoy their operas at all feafons; 
Little conceits of vocal and inftrumentstf 
mufic are heard every evening in the Strada 
Nuova, the Chiaca, the Strada di Toledo* 
and other flfeets ; and young men and women 

' ' ' ,-s. ,M il l 

* Both Arcadians, . but not equally skilled itf 
-singing- 1 * - :A' . ] 

VOL. ir. N H 
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are feen dancing to the^mufic of ambulatory 
performers all along this delightful bay. To 
a mere fpe£tator, the amufements of the 
common people afford more delight than 
thofe of the great; becaufc they feem to be 
more enjoyed by the one clafs, than by the 
other. This is the cafe every where, except 
in France ; where the high appear as happy 
as thofe of middle rank, and the rich are 
very near, as merry as the poor. But in 
mod other countries, the people of great 
rank and fortune, though they flock to 
every kind » of entertainment, from not 
knowing what to do with themfelves, yet 
feem to enjoy them lefs than thofe of in* 
ferior rank and fortune. 

The Englifh particularly are faid to be 
in this predicament. This may be true in 
fame degree ; though I imagine there is 
more appearance than reality in it ; owing 
to an abfurd affe&ation of indifference, or 
what the French call nonchalance, which has 
prevailed of late years. A few infipid 
charafteis in high life, whofe internal 
vacancy leads them to feek amufement in 
public places, and whofe infenfibility pr?«* 

w 
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vents them from finding it, have probably 
brought this appearance of a want of all 
enjoyment into fafhion. Thofe who wifh 
to be thought of what is called the ton, 
imitate the mawkifh infipidity of their fu- 
periors in rank, and imagine it dittinguifhes 
them from the vulgar, to fupprefs all the 
natural expreffions of pity, joy, or admi- 
ration, and to feem, upon all occafions, in 
a ftate of complete apathy. —Thofe amiable 
creatures frequent public places, that it may 
be faid of them, They are not as other men 
are. You will fee them occafionally at the 
playhoufe, placed in the boxes, like fo many 
butts, with unchanging features; and while 
the reft of the audience yield to the emotions 
excited by the poet and the adors, thofe 
men of the ton preferve the moft dignified 
ferenity of countenance ; and, except that 
they, from time to time, pronounce the 
words P/baw ! and Stuff! — one would 
think them the exprefs reprefentatives of 
the Pagan gods, who have eyes but do not 
fee, and ears but do not hear. 

I know not what may be the cafe at the 
©pera ; but I can affure you there are none 
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of thofe bufts among the auditories which 
the ftreet-performersat Naples gather around 
them. I faw very lately a large clufter of 
men, women, and children, entertained to 
the higheft degree, and to all appearance 
made exceedingly happy, by a poor fellow 
with a malk on his face, and a guitar in his 
hands. He affembled his audience by' the 
fpngs he fung to the mufic of his inftrument, 
and by a thoufand merry ftories he told 
them with infinite drollery. This aflembly 
was in an open place, facing the bay, and 
near the palace. The old women fat liftening, 
with their diftaffs, fpinning a kind of coarfe 
flax, and wetting their thread with their 
fpittle ; their grand-children fprawled at their 
feet, amufed with the twirling of thefpindle. 
The men and their wives, the youths and 
their miftreffes, fat in a circle, with their 
eyes fixed on the mufician, who kept them 
langhing for a great part of the evening with 
his ftories, which he enlivened occasionally 
with tunes upon the guitar. At length, 
when the company was moft numerous 
and at the higheft pitch of good humQur, 
he fuddenly pulled off his malk, laid dowa 
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his guitar, and opened a little box which 
ftood before him, and addreflfed the audience 
in the following words, as literally as I can 
tranflate them : — " Ladies and gentlemen, 
11 there is a time for all things ; we have 

> 

" had enough of jefting ; innocent mirth is 
" excellent for the health of the body, but 
" other things are requifite for the health 
41 of the foul. I will now, with your 
" permiffion, my honourable mafters and 
u miftrefles, entertain you with fomething 
41 ferious, and of infinitely greater impor- 
41 tance; fomething for which all of you 
" will have rcafontoblefs me as long as yoa 
" live." Here he {hook out of a bag a 
great number of little' leaden crucifixes.- — 
M I am juft come from the Holy Houfe of 
u Loretto, my fellow chriftians," continued 
he, " on purpofe to furnifti you with thofe 
" jewels, more precious than all the gold of 
44 Peru, and all the pearls of the ocean, 
" Now, my beloved brethren and fitters, 
" you are afraid that I fhall demand a prize 
" for thofe facred croffes, far above your 
" abilities, and fomething correfpondent with 
44 their value, by way of indemnification for 
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u the fatigue and expence of the long journey 
u which I have made on your account, all 
" the way from the habitation of the Bleffed 
u Virgin to this thrice renowned city of 
44 Naples, the riches and liberality* of whofe 
" inhabitants are celebrated all over the 
€t globe. No, my generous Neapolitans; 
41 I do not wifli to take the advantage of 
" your pious and liberal difpofitions. I will 
" not a(k for thofe invaluable crucifixes (all 
V of which} let me inform you, have touched 
u the foot of the holy image of the Bleffed 
" Virgin, which was formed by the hands 

of St. Luke ; and, moreover, each of them 
u has been fhaken in theSantiflima Scodell^ 
* 4 the facred porringer in which the Virgin 
" made the pap for the infant Jcfus) ; I will 
f< not, I fay, aik an ounce of gold, no not 
" even a crown of filver ; my regard for 
" you is fuch, that I fhall let you have 
" them for a penny a-piece." 

You mud acknowledge, my friend, that 
this morfel of eloquence was a very great 
pennyworth ; and when we recolledt the 
fums that fome of our acquaintance re- 
ceive for their oratory, though they never 
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cbuld produce fo pathetic a fpecimen, you 
wiU naturally conclude, that eloquence is a 
much rarer commodity in England than in 
Italy. 




LETTER LXIL 

• a 

Naples* 

I have made two viilts to Mount Vefu* 
Vius, the firft in company with your ac- 
quaintance Mr. Nifbet. Leaving th$ car- 
riage at Herculaneum, we mounted mules, 
and were attended by three men, whole bu- 
fniefs it is to accompany ftrangers up the 
mountain. Being arrived : at a hermitage, 
called II Salvntore, we found the road lb 
broken apd rough, that we thought proper 
to leave the mules at that place, which is 
inhabited by a French hermit. The poor 
man muft have a very bad opinion of man- 
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kind, to choole the mouth of Mount Vefu- 
vius for his neareft neighbour, in preference 
to their fociety. From the hermitage we 
walked over various fields of Java, which 
have burft out at different periods. Thefe 
feemed to be perfectly well known to our 
guides, who mentioned their different dates 
as we pafled. The lateft appeared, before 
we left Rome, about two months ago ; it 
was, however, but inconfidcrable in com- 
parifon of other eruptions, there having 
been noburfting of the crater, or of the fide 
of the mountain, as in the eruption of 1767, 

fo well defenbed by Sir William Hamilton ; 

* * * 

but only a boiling aver of lava from the 
mouth of the volcano, and that not ia 
€xceffive quantity ; for it had done no da- 
mage to the vineyards or cultivated parts of 
the mountain, having reached no farther 
than the old black lava on . which foil had 
,jiot as yet been formed. I was furprifed to • 
fee this lava of thejaft eruption ftill fmoking, 
and in fome places, where a confiderable 
quantity was confined in a kind of deep 
path like a dry ditch, and (haded from the 
light of the Sun, it appeared of a glowing red 
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Colour. In other places, notwithftanding 
its being perfectly black and folid, it ftill 
retained fuch a degree of heat, that we could 
Hog ftand upon it for any confiderable time, 
but were obliged very frequently to ftcp 

• 

on the ground, or on older lava, to cool our 
feet. We had advanced a good way on a 
large piece of the lateft lava, which was 
perfe&iy black and hard, and feemed cooler 
than the reft ; while from this we looked at 
a ftream of. liquid lava, which flowed 
fluggifhly along a hollow way at fome 
diftance. I accidentally threw my eyes 
below my feet, and perceived fomething. 
,which mightily difcompofed my content 
plations. This was a fmall ftream of the 
fame matter, gliding to one fide from beneath 
ihe black cruft on which we flood. The 
idea of this cruft giving way, and our finking 
into the glowing liquid which it covered, 
made us (hift our ground, with great preci- 
pitation ; whidrone of our guides obferving, 
he called out, " Animo, animo, Signori ! 
and immediately jumped on the incruftation 
which we had abandoned, and danced above 
it, to fhew that it was fufficiently ftrong, 

• H * 
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and that we had no reafon to be afraid; 
,We afterwards threw large ftones, of the 
heavieft kind we could find, into this rivulet, 
on whofe furface they floated like cork in 
water ; and on thrufting a Hick into the 
ftream, it required a confiderable exertion 
of ftrength to make it enter. About this 
time thp '...day began to overcaft ; this de- 
ftroyed our hopes of enjoying the view from 
the top of the mountain, and we were not 
tempted to afcend any farther. - • • - 

. Some time after, I went to the fummrt 
with another party ; — but I think it fair to 
inform you, that 1 have nothing new to fay 
on the fubje£t of volcanos, nor any philofo^ 
phical remarks to make upon lavas. 1 have 
no guefs of what time may be neceffary for 
the formation of foil, nor >do IJcnow^whe* 
ther it accumulates in a regular progreflion, 
or is acceJerated or retarded by various acci- 
dents which may lead us into infinite errors, 
when we calculate time by fuch a rule. I 
have not the fmalleft wifh to infinuate that 
the world is an hour older than Mofes 
makes it ; becaufe I imagine thofe gentlemen 
whofe calculations differ from his, are very 
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Nearly as liable to be miftaken as he was ; 
becaufe an attempt to prove it more ancient, 
can be of no fervice to mankind; and finally, 
becaufe unlefs it could at the fame time be 
proved that the world has acquired wifdom 
in proportion to its years, fuch an attempt 
conveys an oblique refle&ion on its cha- 
racter ; for many follies may be overlooked 
and forgiven to a world of only five or fix 
thoufand years of age, which would be quite 
unpardonable at a more advanced period of 
exiftence. Having forewarned you that J 
fliali treat of none of thofe matters, but 
fimply defcribe what I faw, and mention, 
perhaps, a few incidents, none of which, I 
, confefs, are of great importance, I leave, it 
in your choice to afcend the mountain with 
me, or not, as you pleafe* ' n 

• Having proceeded on mules as far as on * 
the former occafion, we walked to that part 
of the mountain which is almoft perpen r 
dicular. This appears of no great height, yet 
jhofe who have qever before attempted _^hjs 
afcent, fatigue themfelves here much } more 
than during all the reft of the journey, 
notwithftanding their being affifted by laying 
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hold of the belts which the guides wear about 
their waifis for that purpofe. This part of the 
mountain appearing much fhorter than it 
really is, people are tempted to make a violent 
effort, in the expe&ation of furmounting the 
difficulty at once; but the cinders, afhes,awl 
other drofly materials giving way, the foot 
generally links back two-thirds of each ftep^ 
fo that befules the height being greater than 
it appears, you have all the fatigue of af- 
cending a hill three times as high as this is 
in reality. Thofe, therefore, who fet out too 
brifkly at -firft, and do not hufband their 
flrength at the beginning, have reafon to 
repent their imprudence, being obliged to 
throw many a longing look, and make many 
♦a fruitlefs vow, before they, with the 
wretched guide who lugs them along, can 
arrive, panting and breathlefs, at the top j 
Tike thofe young men who, having wafted 
their vigour in early excefles, and brought 
on premature old age, link themfelves to 
fome ill- fated woman, who drags them, 
tcvmetiting and tormented, to the grave. 
■ Thofe who wifli to view Mount Vefuvius 
lothe g?eauft advantage, mufl begin their 



MANKEUS IN ITALY, l8l 

expedition in the evening; and the darker 
the fucceeding night happens to be, fo much 
the better. By the time our company- 
had arrived at the top of the mountain, 
there was hardly any other light than that 
which iflfued by interrupted flaihes from the 
volcano. 

• Exclufive of thofe periods when there are 
adtual eruptions, the appearance and quantity 
of what iffues from the mountain are very 
various ; fometimes, for a long fpace of time 
together, it feems in a ftate of almoft perfe£t 
tranquillity ; nothing but a fmall quantity of 
fmoke afcending from the volcano, as if that 
vaft magazine of fuel, which has kept it alive 
for fo many ages, was at laft exhaufted, and 
nothing remained but the dying embers ; 
then, perhaps, when lead expe&ed, the 
doud of fmoke thickens, and is intermixed 
with flame ; at other times, quantities of 
pumice done and aflies are thrown up with 
a kind of biffing nbife. For near a week the 

mountain has been more turbulent than at 

- 

any time fince the fmall eruption, or" rather 
boil ing over of lava, which took place about 
two months ago ; and while we remained at' 
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the top, the explofians were of fufficient 1m* 
portance to fatisfy our curiofity to the utmoft* 
They appeared much moreconfulerable there 
than we had irpagined while at a greater 
diftance ; each of thtm was preceded by a 
noife like thunder within the mountain ; a 
column of thick black fmoke then iffued out 
with great rapidity, followed by a blaze of 
flame ; and immediately after, a fliower of 
cinders and afhes, or red hot flones, were 
thrown into the {ky. This was fucceedcd by 
a calm of a few minutes, during which 
nothing iffued but a moderate quantity of 
fmoke and flame, which gradually increafed, 
and terminated in thunder and explofion as 
before. Thefe accefles and intervals con- 
tinued with varied force while we remained. 

When \\re firft arrived, our guides placed 
us at a reafonable diftance from the mouth 
of the volcano, and on the fide from which 
the wind came, fo that we were no way in- 
commoded by the fmoke. In this fituation 
the wind alfo bore to the oppofite fide the 
cinders, aflies* and other fiery fubftances, 
which were thrown up ; and we ran no 
danger of being hurt, except when the 



N MANNERS IN ITALY; / l8$ 

% 

4 

explofion was very violent, and when red 
hot ftones, and fuel) heavy fubftances, wer£ 
thrown like fky-rockets, with a great noife 
and prodigious force, into the air; and evea 
thefe make fuch a flaming" appearance, and 
take fo much time in defcendingy that they 
are eafily avoided. 

Mr. Brydone, in his admirable account of 
Mount ./Etna, tells us, he was informed that, 
in an eruption of that, mountain, large rocks 
of fire were difcharged, with a noife much 
more terrible than that of thundtr ; that the 
perfon who informed him, reckoned from 
the time of their greateft elevation till they 
readied the ground, and found they took 
twenty-one feconds to defcend ; from whence 
he concludes their elevation had been feven 

* 

thou fend feet. This unqueftio^ably required 
a power of projection far fuperior to^what 
Vefuvius has been known to exert. • He 
himfeif meafured the height of the explofions 
of the latter by the fame rule ; andtheftones 
thrown the liigheft, never took.above nine 
feconds to defcend; which, by the fame 
method of calculating, ihews they had rifen 
to little more than twelve hundred feet.— 
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A pretty tolerable height, and might have 
fatisfied the ambition of Vefuvius, if the 
ftones of -^Etna had not been faid to have 
mounted fo much higher. But before fuch 
an exceflive fuperiority is granted to the 
latter, thofe who are acquainted with 
Mr. Brydone will recolleft, that they have 
his own authority for the one h% and 
that of another perfon for the other. 

After having remained fome time at the 
place where they were ported by the guides^ 
our company grew bolder, as they became 
more familiarifed to the ohje£t. Some made 
the circuit of the volcano, and by that means 
increafed the rifk of being wounded by the 
ftones thrown out. Your young friend Jack 
was a good deal hurt by a fall, as he ran to 
avoid a large portion of fome fiery fubftance, 
which feemed to be falling dire&ly on his 
head. - * . i . •* 

i Confidering the rafh and frolicfome dik 
pofition of fome who vifit this mountain* 
it is very remarkable that fo few fatal acci* 
dents happen. I hav* heard of young Eng. 
lifti gentlemen betting who fhould venture 
fanheft, or remain longed 9 near the mautb 



MANNERS IN ITALY. l85 

of the volcano. A very dreadful event had 
nearly taken place while our company re- 
mained. The bank, if it may be fo called, 
on which fome of them had flood when 
they looked into the volcano, a&ually fell 
in before we left the fummit of the moun- 
tain. This made an impreflion on all pre- 
fent, and inclined them to abandon fo trea- 
cherous a neighbourhood. The fleep hill 
of drofs and cinders, which we had found it 
fo difficult to afcend, we defcended in a 
twinkling; but, as the night was uncom- 
monly dark, we had much trouble in paffing 
over the rough valley between that and the 
Hermitage, near which the mules waited. I 
ought to be afhamed, however, to mention 
the fatigue of this expedition; for two la- 
dies, natives of Geneva, formed part of the 
company. One of them, big with child, 
accompanied her hufband as far as the Her- 
mitage, and was then with difficulty per- 
fuaded to go back; the other adtually went 
to the fummit, and returned with the reft of 
the company. 

Before we fet out for Naples, we were 
refreftied, at a little inn at the bottom of the 
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mountain, with ibme glaffes of a very getle* 
rous and palatable wine, called Lachrima 
Chrijli ; and experienced the truth of what 
an Italian Poet obferved, that the effe&s of 
this wine form a ftrong contrail with its 
name : 

. Chi fu, ne Contadini il pit! indifcrcto, 
Che a fbigotlir la gente, 
* Diede nome dolente, 
Al vin, che fopra ogn* altro il cuor fa lieto i 
Lachrima dunque appellaraffi un* rifo. 
Parto di nobiliffima vindema * 
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Naples. 

our account of our friend's flate of 
health gives me much concern ; the more, 
as I cannot approve the change he has made 

* What inconsiderate fellow, to terrify people, 
could first give the mournful name of tears to that 
wine which, above all others, renders the hear^ 
glad, and excites cheerfulness ? 
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of a phyfician. You fay, the do&or, under 
whofe care he is at prefent, has employed 
his mind fo entirely in medical refearches, 
that he fcarcely difplays a grain of common 
. fenfe, when the converfation turns on any 
" other fubjedl ; and that, although he feems 
opiniative, vain, and oftentatious in his pro- 
fcflion, and full of falfe and abfurd ideas in 
the common affairs of life, vet he is a very 
able phyfician, and has performed* many 
wonderful cures. Be affured, my dear Sir, 
that this is impoflible ; for medical fkill is 

• 

not like the rod of an enchanter, which may 
be found accidentally, and which transfers 
its miraculous powers indifcriminately to a 

• 

blockhead or a man of fenfe. The number 
of weak, goffipping men, who have made 
fortunes by this prdfeflion^do not prove the 
contrary. I do not fay that men of that 
kind cannot make fortunes; I only aflert 
•they are not the mofi: likely to cure difeafes. 
An intereft with apothecaries, nurfes, and a 
few talkative old ladies, will enable them to 
do the firft ; but a clear underftanding, and 
a considerable rtiare of natural fagacity, are 
qualities eflentially neccffary for the fecond, 
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and for every bufinefs which ■ requires re-» 
fle&ion. Without thefe, falfe inferences 
will be drawn from experience itfelf ; and 
learning will tend to confirm a man in his 
errors, and to render him more completely 
a coxcomb. 

The profeffion of phyfic is that, of all 
others, in which the generality of man-? 
kind have the fevveft lights, by which they 
can difcern the abilities of its profeffors ; be* 
caufe the iludies which lead to it are more 
out of the road of ufual education, and the 
pra&ice more enveloped in technical terms 
and hieroglyphical figns. But I imagine 
the fafeft criterion by which men, who 
have not been bred to that profeffion, can 
form a judgment of thofe who have, is, 
the degree of fagacity and penetration 
they difedver on fub}e£ts equally open 
to mankind ip general, and which ought 
to be undcrftood by all who* live in fo* 
ciety. You do not mention particularly 
what has been prefcribed by either; only 
that the former phyfician feemed to rely 
almofl entirely on exercife and regimen, 
whereas the prcfent flatters our friend with 



Digitized by Google 



MANXEHS IN ITALY, 189 

a fpeedy cure, by the help of the Pec- 
toral and Balfamic medicines which he or- 
ders in fuch abundance ; and which he de- 
clares are fo efficacious in pulmonary con* 
fumptlons. 

Having lamented with you the mournful 
events which render the name of that difeafe 
peculiarly alarming to you, and Jcnowing 

your friendly folicitude about Mr. , 

I do not wonder at your earneft defire to 
know fomething of the nature of a diftemper 
with which he is threatened, and which has 
proved fatal to fo many of our friends. But 
I am furprifed that you have not chofen a 
more enlightened inftrudtor, when you have 
fo many around you. Though confeious 
that I have no juft claim to all the obliging 
expreffions which your partiality to my opi- 
nions has prompted you to make ufe ol, yet 
I am too much flattered by fome of them* 
to refufe complying with your requeft. 
My fentiments, fuch as they are, will at 
lead have the merit of being clearly under- 
flood. I (hall obferve your prohibition, not 
to refer you to any medical book ; and fhal 
carefully avoid all technical terms, which 
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you fo much abominate. With regard to 
your fhewing my Letter to any of the fa- 
culty ; if you find yourfelf fo inclined, I 
have not the fmalleft objection ; for thofc 
who have the greateft knowledge in their 
profeflion, are belt acquainted with its un- 
certainty, and moft indulgent to the rnif- 
takes or errors of others. 

Alas, my friend ! how is it poffible that 
phyficians fhould avoid miftakes ? If the 
ablell mechanic were to attempt to remedy 
the irregular movements of a watch, while 
he remained ignorant of the ftru£hire and 
manner of a£ting of fome of the principal 
fprings, would he not be in danger of doing 
harm inftead of good ? Phyficians are in the 
fituation of fuch a mechanic ; for, although 
it is evident that the nerves are the organs of 
motion and fenfation, yet their ftru6ture is 
not knpwn. Some anatomifts affert they 
are impervious cords ; others, that they are 
flender tubes, containing a fluid. , But what 
the nature of this fluid is; whether it ferves 
only to nourifli the nerves themfelves, or is 
the medium by which they convey feeling 
and the power of motion to other parts, is 
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not afcertained even by thofe who argue for 
its exiftence ; far lefs is it explained in what 
manner ideas, formed within the brain, can, 
by the means of folid cords, or by a fluid 
contained in tubes, communicate motion at 
pleafure to the legs and arms. We are 
ignorant why the will, which has no influ* 
ence over- the motion of an animal's heart, 
fhould find the feet obedient to her diftates ; 
and we can no mote explain how a man can 
move one leg over the other by volition, or 
the mere a£k of willing, than how he could, 
by the fame means, move Offa on the trop 
of Olympus. The one happens every mo- 
ment, the other would be confidered as a 
miracle ; but they are equally unaccountable. 
While parts fo infinitely eflential to life are 
not underftood, inftead of being furprifed 
that fo many difeafes baffle the ikill of the 
phyfician, we have more reafon to be a(to- 
niftied that any can be alleviated or cured by 
bis artj. > • 

The pen of the fatirift, no doubt, may be 
fairly aimed againfl the prefumption and 
ignorance of many individuals of this, as of 
every other profeffion ; but cannot with 
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jufticebediredted againft the art itfelf : fince, 
in fpite of the obfcurity which ftill involves 
fome parts of the animal economy, many 
difordersare relieved, and fome of the fevered 
and molt difagrecab!e to which the human 
body is liable, are cured with certainty by the 
art of medicine. 

. Unfortunately for mankind, and in a 
particular manner for the inhabitants of 
Great Britain, the pulmonary confumptioa 
is not of the number. 

This difeafe may originate from various 

* 

taufes : 

id. An external bruife or wound. 

ad. The difeafe called pleurify, including 
in that term an inflammation of the lungs 
themfelves, as well as the membrane which 

■ 

covers them* . - 

\ 3d. The.burding of fome of the blood- 
veffels of the lungs, independent of external 
injury, and owing to a faulty conformation; 
of the cheft, and the flendernefs of the 
veflels. 

4th. Certain fmall tumours, called tu- 
bercles, in the lungs* . > 

The 
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\ * . " " * PC 

. The fir ft caufe I have mentioned, is an 
external bruife or wound. 

An accident of that kind happening to 
Ae lungs, is more dangerous and difficult 
.to cure, than when the fame .takes jJace in 
jnoft other parts of the body 4 becaufe the 
Jungs are vital organs, effentially neceffaiy 
toJife, and when their motion is impaired, 
other animal fun£ttons are thereby injured; 
becaufe they are of ati uncommonly delicate 
texture, in , which a rupture having once 
taken pl^ce, will be apt to increafe ; becaufe 
they are in cpnftant motion and expofed tc* 
the accefs of external air, both of which cir- 
. cymllances ace unfavourable to the healing 
of wounds ; and becaufe the niafi of blood 
diftributed to the whoife body pafl£$ prevloufly 
through the lungs^ and confe^uentiy the 
blobd-veffels of this organ are more numerous 
than thofe of any other part of the body. ' k 

When we confider thefe peculiarities, it 
Is natural to conclude, that every wound 
of the lungs mud neceffarily prove mortal ; 
but , experience has taught the Contrary. 
Many wounds ojT the lu/igs jieaf of thei«. 
ielyes, by what is 1 calle4 the firft intention, 

VOL. Ul c 
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lhe ptiyfician may prevent a fev£r, by 
ordering the patient to jofe blood iri proper 
goiQtiticS, and he may regulate the" filet ; 

"but the cure muft be left to nattire, which 

ni •" • c;ri 5 : ;:lv/ a-; i, siu- 

ihe will perform with greater ceitainty, u 

The is not difturbed by any'bfihole ^alftiws 

\vh»ch tVie wounded' are^fenrli'ftfticfe dilfe&fed 

K to fwallow on fuch occalions. teut tt'hfeh 

'the yy'ound, either from injudicious treatitieni, 

or from its. ftze, or from the bad habit of 

the patient, degenerates into "an ulcer, 

attended with lieftic fymptomi, thfc ilifeafe 

muft be treated as if it had ariferi from Atiy 

of the other caufes, 

The pfeurify, or inflammation of the 

lungs, is a,dileafe more freqiterit in cold 

cbunitrici than in mila ; in the fp ring than 

in nie bfher feafbns ; ani more apt to 

leize people of a fangmne conltitution than 

others. , 

• ■ | r .1* .- . i , / . . i-* * . . 

, Plentiful and repeated bleedings, fomen- 
tations, bliftcrs near the affe&ed part, and a 
'cooling, diluting regimen, generally remove 
it, without its leaiving.any bajcl confequence. 
Sometimes, l>y"tl7e omi(!ion l of deeding in 
*7jue "quantity at the beginning, a'acTfbmg- 
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aimes.in fpite of all poffible care, it ter- 
.ruinates in an abfcefs* which, on Inirfting, 
ihay fuffbcate the patient ; or, if the matter 
,is. coughed up> becomes an open ulcer, and 
produces tfec aiifeafe : in queftion. 

* - ; x nThe third caufe of tlie pulmonary con- 
junction above mentioned is, a fpitting of 
Wood, from rhe burfting of veflels of the 
Jungs, independent of external wound or 

- fcruife* People of a fair complexion, delicate 
ikin, flender make, long neck, and nnrrovr 
cheft, are more fu|t>je& to this than others * 
.Thofev *rhp ha»e a; predffpofition to this 
ctira plaint by their form, are moft apt to 
ibe-attacked after their full growth : women 
irom fifteen to t&ree- and thirty ; men two 
>or theec^ year* later. In Great Britain, a 
./pitting *>6 Wood general iy occurs to thofe 
jwedifpofedio it, in the fpringbr beginning 
vof j fiimmer * When the weather f uddenly 
schanges from cold to exceflive hot ; atad 
:when r the heat is 'fuppofed to ratify tlie 
sblood, befote the folids are proportionably 
relaxed from the contra&ed flate they acquire 
Juring the cold of winter* When a fpitting 
do( blood happens to a perfon whp has a<r- 
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tually loft brothers or fifters, or other near 
relations, by the pulmonary confumptian, 
as that circumftance gives reafon to fufpe6t 
a family taint, or predifpoGtion, the Cafe will, 
on that account, be more dangerous, ■ 
. Violent exercife may occafion the rup- 
ture of blood^veffels in the lungs, even in 
thofe who have no hereditary difpofition 
to fuch an accident; it ought therefore to 
be carefully avoided by all who have* Violent 
exercife, in the fpring, is more dangerous 
than in other feafons ; and, when taken 
at the top of high mountains, by thofe 
who do not ufually refide there, it has 
been confidered as more dangerous than in 
vallies. The fudden diminution of the 
weight of the atmofphere, co-operating 
with the exercife, renders the veffels more 
apt to break. Of all things the mpft pei;- 
Dicious to people predifpofed to a fpitting of 
blood, is, playing upon wihd-inftruments. 
: Previous to the fpitting of blood, fome 
perceive ?n uneafinefs in the cheft, an 
oppreflion on the breath, and a faltifli tafte 
in the fpittle \ but thefe fymptoms are no^ 
conftant. - - v 
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:,, Nothing can be more infidious than the 
approaches of this difeafe fometimes are* 
The fubftanee of the lungs, which is To full 
N of blood-vefiels, is not fupplicd fo liberally 
with nerves; the lungs, therefore, may be 
materially afle&ed, before danger is indicated 
by acute pain. And it fometimes happens, 
that people of the make above defcribed are,f 
in the bloom of life, and generally in the 
fpring of the year feized with a flight cough, 
which gradually increafes without pain, 
fprenefs in the bread, difficulty of refpiraticw, 
or /pitting of blood. A flow fever fuper-* 
venesevery night, which remits every morn- 
ing v with* fweats. Thefe fymptoms augment 
daily^ and in fpiite of early attention, and 
what is 4 thought the befl advice, the un~ 
fqfpe&'wg vi&ms gradually fink into their 
graves^;,-;, 7,~ : ^ 

Thofe who by their make, or by the dif- 
eafe having in former inftances appeared in 
th&f ferniljh iare predifpofed to this com- 
plaint, oughtta be peculiarly attentive in thq 
«Wle of &et. A f pare and cooling regi- 
men is the beft. They fhould avoid violent 
ewrcife, and every other exciting caufej 
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*nd ufe the precaution of bfing blfaocFlicf 
the fpring. If. their circumftances permit,; 
they ought to pafs the cold months in it 
rpild climate; but if they t . are obliged to 
remain daring the winter in Great Britafn, 
Jet them wear flannel next the fkin^ and* 
ufe every other precaution againft: catching* 
colds, \ : / . ; ^ .«/. : ttri 

, The fourth caufe above enumerated \% r 
tubercles in the lungs. * ;.**.•• \ 
The moift, foggy, and changeable wea- 
ther which prevails in- Great Britain,y ren* 
N ders its inhabitants more liable, iftart thofe 
of milder and more uniform climates, to 
catarrhs, rheumatifms, pleurifies, and other 
difeafes proceeding, from objftrufted perfpt* 
ration. The lame caufe fubje&s tfte in-- 
habitants of Great Britain to ©bftrudtion* 
of the glands, fcrophulous complaints, aiuf 
tubercles in the fubftance of the lungs. 
The fcrophulous difeafe is more frequent 
than is generally imagined; Fdt^one per* 
fon in whom it appears by fwellings in the? 
glands below the chin, and other cxtefn&i 
marks, many have the internal glands 1 af. 
fc&ed by it; This is well known to thofe v 
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. vfb ? . ^ ac^ed to open de^l bodies. 
On examining the bodies of fuch as have 
died of the pulmonary, confumption , be fides 
the open .ufcers in/ 'the lungs, many little; 
hard tumours or tubercles are generally; 
found; forae with matter ; others, on being 
cut open, dilcover a little blueUh fpot, of the 
fize of a fmtiH lead Jhpt. Here the fup* 
puratiqn, or foTiuatiou of mattef, is juit 
going to begiq ; and in fome the tubercle 
is perfedly hard, and the colour whitifl^ 
throughout its "whole fubftance. Tubercles 
may remain for a confiderable time in the 
Jungs, ia this indolent ftate, without; .much 

lammatiqn, frequent catarrh;!,,, or 
irritating caufe* matter is fo^ed, tl^ 
break, and produce an ulcer. Care an 
attention may prevent tubercles from in- 
flammation, or may prevent that from ter- 
minating in the formation of matter ; but, 
When matter, is actually formed, and the 
tubercle has become an abfcefs, no remedy 
pan flop its progrefs. It rauft go on till ix, 
b,ur.(ls. If this happens near any of the large 
ah- veffels, immediate fuffocation may enfqe i 
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bat, for tfie mod parr, the matter is 
coughed up. 

From the circumftances above eriume- 
rated of the delicate texture, confirm mo- 
tion, and numerous blood- veflets of the 
Jungs, it is natural to imagine, that a breach 
ctf this nature in their fubftance- will be 
ftill more difficult to heal than a wound 
from an external caufe. So unqueftionably 
it . is ; yet there are many inftances of even 
fhis kind of breach being repaired ; the 
matter expe&orated diminishing in quantity 
every day, and the ulidcr gradually healing; 
not, furely, By the power of medicine, but 
by the con' ft in V difpofiti'dn* arid tendency 
\vhTcli exifts in nature, by infcrutable means, 
if? lW oWh, to reffore Health to- the human 

uouy. 

It may be proper to obfefrc, that thofc 
pisrfons' \vhofe formation of body renders 
them moft liable to a fpitting of blood*, 
have alio a greater predifpofrtion than others 
to tubercles in the lungs. The difeafe, called 
fhe fpafmodic afthma, has been reckoned 
among the caufes of the pulmonary con- 
fumption* It would require a much greater 

\ 
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dfegree of confidence in a man's own judg- 
ment, than I ihavc in mine, to affert, that 
this complaint has no tendency to produce 
tubercles in the luogs ; but I may fay with 
truth,/ that I have often known the fpafmo- 
die afthma in the moft violent degree, at- 
tended with the mod alarming fymptoms 9 
continue to harafs the patients for a long pe- 
riod of time, and at length fuddenly difap- 
pear, without ever returning ; the perfons 
- who have been affiled, enjoying perfefk 
health for many years after. It is not pro- 
bable that tubercles were formed in any of 
thefe cafes ; and it is certain they were not 
irt fome, whofe bodies were opened after 
their deaths, which happened from other 
diftempers, the afthma having difappeared 
feveral years before. 

Certain eruptions of the &?n, attended 
with fever, particularly the fmall- pox, and 
ftill oftener the meafles, leave after them a 
foundation for the pulmonary confumption. 
From whichever of the caufes above enu- 
merated this difeafe takes its origin, when 
once an ulcer, attended with a he&ic fever, 
js fornie^in the jungs, the cafe is, in the * 
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higheft degree,- dangerous. When it ends 
fatally, the fymptoms are, a quick, pulfe, 
and a fenfation of cold, while the patient's 

Ikin, to the feeling of every o&er perfen, 
is hot ; irregular fhivering$ r a fevere cotighy 
expectoration of matter ffreaked with: bloody 
morning fweats, a circurnfcribed fpot of ^ 
.crimfon colour on the cheeks, heat of- the 
palms of the hands, exceffive emaciation, 
crooking 6f a the naits, dwelling of the- 
legs, giddinefs, delirium, foon followed by 
deaths- . • ' ! ' ' : 

Thefe fymptoms do not appear in ei'erjr- 
cafe. Although the emaciation is greatet 
in this difeafe than in any other, yet the 
appetite frequently remains ftrong and un- 
impaired tO the lafl ; and although delirium 
fometimes comes before death, yet in many 
<afe£*he fenfes fe€m perfe& and intfre pex- 
-cept in one particular, that, in fpite of aH 
the foregoing fymptoms, the patient often 
entertains the fulleft hopes of recovery to 
the lad moment. 

.* Would to heaven it were a* eafy to point 
out the cure, as to defcribe the fymptoms 

of a difeafe of fach a formidable -ri&ture, and 
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againft which the powers Qf medicine J^ayfl 
been dire&ed with fuch bad fuccefs, th# 
there is reafon to fear it* fatal terijai natipft 
ftas been oftener acc^ierated jhap ^Jtarde4 
fey the means employes! tft WfiOYS. it I t %f> 
particularize the drugs which have f J}efij 
long in ufe r and have been foonoujfd ymh 
the higheft encomiums- for^eir grfiat fj$ r 
cacy in healing inward bm\feh of 
the lungs, and confirmed : cop&jmpti5>^ 
would in many inffancs* t*e poyitjgg^ Rj^tr 
what ought to be tfmoned as pernicfQU^ 
and in others whatvpyght \Q be j^gle&e4 ^ 
•futile;. • \, ■ ; . « ...... i bVo*i 

1- Salt water, and fome of the m\iV;r$ 
fprings, which are unque/lipnajjly bqngfif;\4' 
in fcropbulous and* other dLftempeffo h^f 
-been found hu*tfpl,, t or at feaft me^c*sj<wa^ 
tin the confu motion * th$r f e is lift 1 f ^ifi l cie : n(C' 
mfon io depend. an a f^rfo P^i^P, gy 
any medicine at prefect kfiQ>m> uf%fiH^ 
venting or diffblviijg tubercles i» itheifirigv 
Mercury, which: has been ibuflfl f§j ppttpfr 
ful in difpofing other akiers to heal, has np 
Agood effedfr on ulcers of thatf ofgah ; w 
though fogie ph jficiaps; ! imagine xaay 
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be of fervke in the beginning, to dtflblve 
tubercles before they ' begin ta fuppur ate* 
but as there is no abfolute evidece duiu 
tng life, of indolent tubercles being formed, 
there can be none that mercury cure? 
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Various kinds of gums* with the natural 
and artificial balfams, were long fuppofed to 
Jrtomote the healing of external wounds and 
ulfcers, and en that account were made the 
^is of a yaft variety of ointments and 
plafters. It- was afterwards imagined, that 
the fame, remedies, adminiftered internally, 
would have the fame effe& on internal ul r 
cefs ; and of* cotirfe many of thofe gumsanJ 
fcalfiims were prefcribed in. various forme 
for J the pulmonary confumptioo. The 
reafoning on which this pra&ice .was eftat- 
%lifhed, however, feems a little {hallow^ and 
ft far from b6ing Conclufive ; for although it 
^ete granted that thcfe bal&ms contributed 
t6 the cure ofwouncjs, when applied di- 
TedWy ta th* part, it doesi not follow that 
they CQuld caury their healing powers, ui>. 
-impaired ;from the ftomach to tile lung*, 
through the whole pxocefs qf digettion. Eu£ 
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more accurate furgery having made it mani- 
feft, that the granulations Which fpting op 
to fupply thd Jofs of fubftance in external 
wounds, and tfifc - healing or (tinning over 
of alf kinds of fores, proceeds from noaaive 
virtue in the pt afters or ointments with 
which they are ditffed, but is entirely the 
work of nature, and beft performed when 

- 

the mildeft lubftances, or even dry lint 
only is applied 1 , -and that heating gums, 
refins, and < balfams, rather retard than pro-f 
mote their cure the internal ufe of fuch 
reme-ies ought to be rejefted now, on 
the fame principles they were adopted for* 
merly. »> ' 

No kind of reafoning ought to have 
weight, when oppofed by fair experience, 
Btit phyficians have formed contrary and 
oppofite conclufions, with rei^efk to the 
effc£t of the natural and artificial balfamy f 
even when they have laid all theory and 
reafoning afide, and decided on their powers 
from practice and experiment only. This 
is fufficient to prove, at kaft, that their eS- 
cacy is very problematical. For my owa 
part 3 after the faireft trials, and the mo ft asj 
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curate obfer vat ions I have been able-,iqr 
make, I cannot fay that Pever Jcnew them 
of fervicei in any heftic cpmplaint proc^- 
Hig from an ulcer ii> the; lungs j , #nd I hav$ 
generally found thofe phyfiviarj^ q«v/whofq 
judgment I have more reliance tha^ an my 
own, of the fame opinion. r • f 

It is far from being" uncommon to fee ^ 
cure retarded, not tq fay any thing ftronger, 
by the means employed to haften it ; an<$ 
phyfieians who found their pra&ice on the©* 
retical reafonings, are not the only perfons 
to whom this misfortune jnay happen. Thofe 
who profefs to take experience for their fo!? 
guide, if it is not dire&ed by candour, an$ 
enlightened by natural fagacity r are liable to 
the fame. A man may, for ^t wenty yeajfc 
order a medicine, which has ig every inftancf 
done a little harm, thppgh n^t > always 
much as to- prevent nature frorp removing 
die complaint at hfi ; apd if jthp reputytios 
ef this medicine {houldejer be attacked, he 
may bring: his twenty years experiepqe i$ 
fupport of it. It ought to be ^ememl^ered} 

that as often a$ the animal conftitut ion ;> 

put out: oE.order by &fteipper f 
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nature endeavours to reftore health. Hap* 
pily (he has many refources, and various me. 
thods of accomplifliing her purpofe ; and 
very often {he fucceeds beft without medu 
cal afliftance being given ; fhe frequently 
fucceeds notfnvhhjlanding, and it fometimes 
happens,, that both phyfician and patient 
are convinced,, that the means which did 
not prevent have a&ually performed the 
cure* 

A peafant is feksed with a fliivering; foli 
lowed % feverifhnefs, and accompanied 
witb'a flight cough — he goes to bed, and 
exceflive heat and thirft prompt him to 
drink plentifully of plain .water ; on the 
fecond or tiiird day a copious fvveat burfts 
from all ihis pores, and terminates the dtfr 
order. A perfon of fortune is feiaed with 
the fame fymptoms>~ arifing< from* the fame 
caufe, and which would have been cured 
by the feme means, in the fame fpace to 
time ; but the apothecary is called, who im>- 
mediately fends pe&oral lin<£ufes to remove 
the cough, and afterwards gives a yonrit, to 
remove the naufea. which the lin£kufes have 
becafijoned; the; Beat and fever augment^. 



Digitized by Google 



ao& view of society jam 

» , « 

the phyficiim is called ; he orders the patient 
to be blooded to abate the violence of the 
fever, >and ; gives a little phyfic on fome 
other account. All this prevertts the natu- 
ral crifis by fweat ; and the patient being 
farther teafed by draughts or powders every 
two or three hours, nature <2annot fhake off 
the fever fo foon by fix or feven days, as 
fhe would have done had fhe been left to 
herfelf. She generally floes her bufinefs at 
iaft, however ; and then the phyfician and 
apothecary gloiry in the happy effc&s of 
their (kill, and receive the grateful thanks 
of their patient fot haying cured bim of a 
dangerous fever. »- . . . .. 

) Every body of common penetration* at 
all converfant in medical matters, muft have 
feen enough to convince them that the above 
Arfcnptionis not exaggerated ; but it is not 
to be inferred fiom<thi>, that the art of me- 
dicine is of no ufe to mankind. There are 
many drfeafes in which nature finks, without 
medical affiftance. It is the part of the pe- 
netrating and experienced phyfician to dif- 
linguift* thefe from others, and leave it to the 
knaviih and weak to a flu me the merit of 
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gufes in cafes whetfe they know, or ought to 
know, that medicine can do nothing. n * : 
Some phyficians, who have abandoned 
the other refins and gums, as ufelefs or 

* * • 

hurtful in he£Uc complaints, (till adhere fa 
myrrh as a beneficial medicine ; but from 
what T can learn, the caufes in which this 
gum has been thought ferviceable, are hec- 
tic complaints, from debility, in confequence' 
of exceffive evacuations of various kind*, 
and not proceeding from ulcerated lungsi. 
After it is fully eftabliifhed that myrrh of 
ufe in fuch inftances, it^vrll (till be worthy 
of inveftigation, whether is of niore~'6* lefe 
than Jeluits barE I tave'repeatedty^enu 
tioned blood-letting, and a Tpar diluting -ret 
gimen, as the moft powerful means of pre^ 
venting and curing all affe&ions of the 
lungs that depend on inflammation. In 
the cafe of external wounds, or bruifes 6f 
the lungs, this method facilitates the imme- 
diate cure by the firft intention. It is the 
chief thing to be depended on for the cure 
of pleurifies ; and it is often owing to a 
negleft, or too fparing an ufe of this eva- 
cuation, that the complaint terminates ia 
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W aUfc^fs.. Ia people, predifpofed by the 
form of their confutations to 1 a fpitting of 
$QQ#, it may .prevent the turbid vefl^ls 
fypm burfting ; and in thofe who have tu- 
bercles in the tangs, it is of the greateft utU 
lity, by preventing thofe tumours from in- 
flaming and becoming, ulcers ; but after the 
ulcers are actually formed, I have great 
doubts with regard to the propriety of aN 
tempting a cure by repeated bleedings, even 
ijB fm^H quantities This method has been 
pften tried; but I fe^r thq fuccefs with 
which it has been attended, gives no encou- 
ragement to cpntipue th$ pwftioe. Thar 
fy^ptpms, may be fqch, ip.every r period of 
this djfeafe, as to, require? this ey^cuajipn, i§ 
not to b$ denied ; btft there is a great.diffe- 
fence in the application of wfrat is confidered 
as an occafional palliative, and that frorq 
Vfchich we expeA a radical core, Jn the one 
cafe, it will only be ufed when fome parti- 
cular fymptom ftrongly urges ; in the other, 
will be ufed at ftated intervals, whether 
the fymptoms prefs or not ; and may tend 
to weaken the already debilitated patient, 
Without our having the confolation of know- 
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?ffg<n«*f 1?' Qe^inty* *hat jltoihadaByicKheD 
^flfe^jrfnod : 'to - v • . ! ■ v.' ': .«tt 
0l ! JJUft$r&< id^rliiqtr weskcii fa much ; they* 
^r^o|ttpdptjbt§4:ttfe. in pleurifiea ; perhdpsy 
^ e xjqtjfog. « Scraftl ioibnamation, they may 
contribute to 4lW off the inflammatory dif~ 
psfioon within ih&\ breaft : peibap^4,But ir* 
Vrba^yejp ;w^y ,tbey r *&,i I imagine liliave 
^equentjy;feea bjiftftr§ ai\d ft tans, particu-r 
farly the fett£F, of co^fider able: fe*vice, even? 
after |te fynyptQi^s iriiKeated fhe exiflience 
pf an ulcer in th$ lungs, i « i. .-k". *: 

u | As for the numerous foraw of ekt5kua!iu£s r 
lohochs, and rm<ftufe$, compofcdbof ioilsr, 
gums, and fyrups, and by the' courttfy of 
difpenfttory writers cfclfcd pzftQral ; I an* 
convinced they are of m* manner of fei vico 
Jin this, complaint, and feldom bave any: 
other effect than that of loading the fto* 
m*ch, and impairing the digeftion of falu* 
tary food. So far; from being of any per* 
manent fqryice to> the ckifeafe, they cannot 
be depended e$ for giving eyen a temporary 
relief to the cough; when that fymptonb 
becomes troublefortie, gentle opiates will be 
found the hefi palliatives . . Some practitioners 
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obje<3 to thefe m*d?ciifc$£ ott^a fuppofitltttt 
that they check expe&oration ; but they 6tl\f 
ftem to have this eflfefifc, by f lulling the 
irritation to cough ; the fame quantity will 
be ex pejorated in the morning, , after *he 
influence of the opiate is over; It is fuYely 
better that the matter fhould accumulate*; 
and the. patient fpit it up atort'ee, than allow 
him to be kept from reft* ! artd teafed witft 
coughing and fpitting through the whole 
night. Thefe palliatives, however, are to be 
managed with great caution ; never exhibited 
while the patient enjoys a tolerable lhare 
of natural Teft. Small dofes fhould be given 
at fitft, and: riot increafedwithout abfolute 
neceffity. Exhibited in ; this manner, they 
cantwt do harm ; and thofe who reje£t the 
affiftance of a clafs of medicines, which afford 
eafe and tranquillity in the mod deplorable 
ftate of this difeafe, ought to give better 
proofs than have hithertd appeared, that 
they are able to procure* theit patients mot* 
valuable and lading comforts thatv thofe they 
deprive them of. \ *-. ,> * — 1 

The known efficacy of the Peruvian bark 
in many diftempers, efpecially in intermittent 
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fevew 5 the remiffion of the fymptoras, which 
happens regularly every day at a partiealar 
- ftage t pf thp, pulinonairy confumption, and in 
fom$ ; degree gives, it the appearance, of an 
interraittent, jpined tp the failure of all other 
reipedi^s, prompted phyGcians to make trial 
that ;;ioWe : .medicine in this difeafe. In 
£pnfequence ? of thefe trials, the bark is now 
generally acknowledged to be fer^ 
yjceable in l^e^ical conapUintSy! proceeding 
from debility, an$ other caufes, exclufive of 
>jlperat^4 Jung* i but wlijennthe^diftatfe^ro- 
ceecjs froflfc this^fe, the bark is Tuppofed, 
by Tpme very refpe#able phyficians, always 
to do harm, , I am ;j»dft clearly of the jfirft 
opinion, and perhaps it . would not become 
me tp difpute the fecond.. It may be pep- 
Ittitted, however, toi obferve, that the hioft 
difcerning pra&itioners may be led into a 
wrtion, that a very fafe. medicine does harm^ 
when it is exhfbitqd at the wor'ft ftage of 
a difeafe, in \vhich hardly any medicine 
whatever has been found to do good. In 
every ftage .of this difeafe, elixir of vitriol 
BWy t>$, iufed. It^isr a ipleafant and -fefe 
jme4icine, bftt p^nicubriy, efficacious when 
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ihe patient is troubled with waftiilgf touts. 

Having,: in obedience to ^outf re^ueft^ 
•delivered *ny i fentimcn t s fFeely v ■ yob ,J 'Wfl 
perceive, thatiljefides the eibjeaions alreSidy 
mentioned to the perfoo lindei^ftdfe^aW 
jour frtend is: at present, t'&ittitit approve 6f 
his being directed to tRkt! fewifly drugsi, Ot 
of his beiAg detained in tfe^,'-« *!ft!AK& 
when he may <ehj6y, in (he country, what is 
preferable to aU medteinfeV, I mean air, *ric^ 
lycife, and, let toe *ven add, diet ]) f f0V ; 

Had I k nown i of Oiar 'fmndV 1 complaints 
^ahher^ l (houid have.idvtfea feith to have 
met advancing fprirtg 1 ift Hlife South of 
France tout at the feafoft in which you will 
motive rim tetter, the mAmit warrtrth arid 
-re*Yeft>ing verdure of Eriglattd ar^^referaWe 
Jta;the ful*ry heats and fcbrcfaed fields of thfc 
iSou th. : From the view I havfe of his com- 
plaints, I can fowre no hefita'tion in advifing 
tyou to endeavoui" to prevaif on him to quit 
his drugs, and to leave London without 
rtfelay-. .( Since he bear* riding oti htftftf>ack 
ifo; welly letr.Jhim enjoy that exditHe in aft 
srtftidfphere freiad from Jkhe 4*riefk£ Mof\ tfifc 
<toftn, and/kripnpgjiated With -flMAf '-of 
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riling plants and green herbage ; a flavour 
which may with more truth be called pe£iordi % 
than any of the heating refiris, or loathfome 
6th, on which that term lias b<eeh proftitoted. 
Lqt him pafs the fummer in drinking the 
waters, and riding around the environs of 
Briftol. It will be eafy for him to findsa 
houfe in the free air of the country, it 
fotne diflance from that town ; and it will 
be of ufe to have an additional reafon for 
rifing early, and riding every morning. It Is 
of the greateft importance that he continue 
that exercife every d^y that the weather Will 
permit ; a little cloudincfs of the fky fhould 
toot Fright him from it ; there is no danger 
of catching cold during the continuation of 
that movement which affifts digeftion, pro- 
motes the determination of blood from the 
lungs to the furface of the body, and is 
more falutary in the morning thah after 
dinner. 

With refpeft to diet, he flipuld carefully 
obferve the important rule of taking food 
frequently, in fmall quantities,' and nfcver 
making 3 fpll meal ; tliat the r digetlive 
. organs may hot be ovWpdwere^ or the vet- 
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fels charged with too large a quantity of 
chyle at a time ; which never fails to bring 
on oppreffive breathing, and augments the 
fever and flufhing, which in foxne degree 
fucceeds every repaft. y . . 

Since all kinds of milk are found to difa- 
gree with his confutation, that nouriftimeot, 
which is in general fo well adapted to fimilar 
complaints, muft be omitted, and light 
broths, with vegetable food, particularly of 
the farinaceous kind, fubflituted in its place. 

Aci4s efpecially the native acid of vege- 
tables, are remarkably agreeable and r$- 
• frefliing to all who labour under the heat, 
oppreffion, and languor, which accompany 
hedtic complaints. It is furprifing what a 
quantity of the juice of lemons the con- 
ftitution will bear, without any inconve- 
niency, when it is accuftomed to it by de- 
grees ; and in thofe cafes where it does not 
occafion pains in the ftomach and bowels, 
or other immediate inconveniencies, it has 
been thought to have a good efFedk in abat- 
ing the force of the he&ic fever. 

I h?ve met with two cafes, fince I have 
been laft abroad, in both of which there 

feemed 
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feemcd to be a quicker recovery than I ever 
faw, from the fame fymptoms. The firft 
was that of a young lady, of about feven- 





1Z 







healthy conftitution. In bad weather, dur-» 
ing the fpring, fhe caught cold ; this being 
ncgle&ed in the beginning, gradually grew 
worfe. When phyficians were at length 
confulted, their prefcriptions feemed to have 
as bad an effe& as her own negleft By the 
middle of fummer her cough was inceflant, 
accompanied with he£tic fever and fluftiings, 
irregular fhiverings, morning fweats, ema- 
ciation, expectoration of purulent phlegm 
Creaked with blood, and every indication, 
of an open ulcer in die lungs. In this! 
<fefperate ft ate fhe was carried from thdt 
*own to a finely fituatcd village in Switzer-!> * 
land, where, for feveral months, fhe lived i 
in. the mkldle of a vineyard, on ripe grapes ' 
and bread. She had been dire&ed to a milk 
and vegetable diet in general. Her own 
tafte inclined her to the grapes, which fhe 
continued, on- finding that, with this diet 
only, (he was kfs languid and of a more 
natural coolnefs, and that the cough, fever, 
VOL. ii # v K 
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and all the other fymptoms gradually abated. 
She feemed to .be brought from the jaws 
of death by the change of air, and this 
regimen only ; and fhe returned to her own 
home in high fpirits, and with the look 
and vigour of health. The enfuing winter, 
after being heated with dancing at the houfe 
of a friend, (he walked home in a cold night ; 
the cough, fpitting of blood, and other fymp- 
toms immediately returned, and fhe died 
three months after. 

. , In the r othcr cafe, there was not fuch a 
degree of fever, but there was an expe&o- 
ratiori of; matter, frequently ttreaked with 
blood and evident figns of an ulcer in the 
lungs. The perfon who laboured under 
thefe fymptoms, had tried the ufual reme- 
dies of peaorals, pills, linages, &c. with, 
tbe ufual fuccefs. He grew daily worfe. 
He had formerly found much relief from 
bleeding, but had left it off for many months 
on a fuppofition that it had loft all effeS v 

< and he had allowed an iffue to be healed 
on the fame fuppofition ; though he ftili 
perfevered in a milk regimen. I mentioned 
to him the cafe of the young lady, as it 
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Is above recited. He immediately took the 
rcfolution to confine himfelf to bread and 
grapes for almoft his only food. I advifed 
him at the fame time to have the iffue 
opened, and to continue that drain for 
fbme time; but this he did not comply 
with. He forfook, however, the town for 
the country, and paffed as much of the 
morning on horfeback, as he could bear 
without fatigue. He foon was able to bear 
more; and after about three weeks or a 
month, his cough had greatly abated. When 
he Jiad perfifted in this regimen between 
two and three months, he had very little 
cough ; and what he fpit up was pure 
phlegm, unmixed with blood or matter. 
He has now been well above a year ; and 
although I underftand that he occafio'nally 
takes animal food, he has hitherto fdt no 
inconveniency from k. He paffed the fecond 
autumn as he had done the firft, at a houfo 
in the country, furrounded with vineyards. 
The greater part of his food confifted of 
ripe grapes and bread. With foch a diet, he 
had not occafion for much drink of any . 
kind; what he ufed was fimple water, aadr 
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he made an ample provifion of grapes for the 
fucceeding winter. 

Though I have no idea that there is any 
fpecific virtue in grapes for the cure of the 
pulmonary confumption, or that they are 
greatly preferable to fome other cooling, 
fub-acid, mild fruit, equally agreeable to 
the tafte, provided any fuch can be found ; 
yet I thought it right to particularize what 
was ufed on- thofe two occafions ; leaving it 
to others to determine, what {hare of the 
happy confequenceslhave enumerated were 
^wing to the change of air, how much may 
have flowed from the exercife, how much 
from the regimen, and whether there .is 
reafon to think, that the favourable turn ia 
both cafes depended on other circumftances 
unobferved by me, 

I have now, my dear Sir, complied with 
your reqiieft ; and although I have endea- 
voured to avoid technical verfcofity, and all 
unneceflary detail, yet I find my letter has 
fuelled to a greater fize than I expe&ed* 
I fhall be exceedingly happy to hear that 
any hint I have given has been ferviceable to 
Uur friend. If the cough fhould ftill continue, 
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after he has paffed two or three months at 
Briftol, I imagine the moft effedtual thing 
he can do, will be to take a voyage to this 
place j he will by that means efcape the 
feverity of a Britifti winter. .The voyage 
itfelf will be of fervice, and at the end of it 
he will have the benefit of the mild air of 
the Campagna Felice, be refrefhed and 
nouriflied by the fineft grapes, and, when 
tired of riding, he will have continual op- 
portunities of failing in this charming bay. 



LETTER LXIV. 



Naples. 

As I was -walking a few days fince in the 
ftreet with two of our country-men, T— •* 
'and N , we met fome people carrying 
the corpfe of a man on an open bier, and 
Others following in a kind of proceffion. 
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The deceafcd was a tradefman, whofe widow 
had beftowed the utmoft attention in drafting 
him to the greateft advantage on this folema 
occafion; he had a perfectly new fuit of 
clothes, a la^ed hat upon his head, ruffles* 
his hair finely powered, and a large blooming 
nofegay in his left hand, while the right was 
very gracefully ftuck in his fide. It is the 
cuftom at Naples to carry every body to 
church intfull drefs foon after their death, 
and the neareft relations difpjay the mag- 
. nitude of their grief by the magnificent 
manner in which they decorate the corpfe. 
This poor woman, it feems, was quite in- 
confolable, and had ornamented the body of 
her late hujfband with a profufion fhe could 
ill afford. When the corpfe arrives in 

4 

church, tjhe fervice is read over- it. That 
ceremony being performed, and the body 
carried home, it is confidered as having no 
farther occafion for fine clothes, but is ge- 
nerally ftript to the fliirt, and buried pri- 
vately. , 

" Can any thing be more ridiculous^? 

fays N , " than to trick a man out ia 

J 1 his beft clothes after, his death I" "N<** 



Digitized 



MANNERS IN ITALY. 523 



*' thing," replied T ; " unlefs it be to 

u order a fanraflical drefs at a greater ex- 
u pence on purpofe, as if the dead would 
" not be fatisfied with the clothes they wore 
" when alive, but delighted in long flowing 
46 robes in a particular ftyle of their own." 

T has long refided abroad, and now 

prefers many foreign cuftoms to thofe of 
his own country, which frequently in- 
volves him in difputes with his countrymen. 

The Princefs of drove pafh 

" There fhe goes," fays N , " with 

" her cavalieros, her volantis, and all the 
u fplemlour of a fovereign ; yet the wife of 
" a plain Englifh gentleman is in a far more 
" enviable fituation. With all her titles 
u and her high rank, fhe is a mere fervant 
u of the Queen, a dependant on the ch- 
" price of another ; a frown from her Ma- 
u jefty would annihilate her." " Thofe 
4i who are nothing, exel ufive of court favour," 

replied T , *** ought not to be cenfured 

w for devoting their time to court attendance. 
u But did you never hear of any who are 
u dazzled with the glitter of court fhackles 
" in the boafted land of liberty ^ people 
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" whom riches, rank, and the mod flattering 
u favours of fortune cannot make ind- 
ependent; whofe minds feem the more 
u abje&, as their fituation lays them under 
u the lefs neceffity of remaining in fervitude ; 
11 who, withered with age, and repining 
€i with envy, facrifice every domeftic duty, 
u and ftalk around the manfions of royalty 
" as ghofts are faid to haunt thofe abodes in 
" which they moft delighted vvhen they en- 
" joyed life and vigour ?" " Well, well," 

fays N " let us fay no . more aboyit 

u them, fince we are agreed, that, of all tl)e 
41 old tapeftry of courts, thofe grotefque 
"figures, who, without the confidence pf 
u thofe they ferve, continue to the kjft 
41 exhibiting their antique countenances 3t 
" birth day balls, and in the affemblies pf 
M youih and beauty, are the moft ridiculous/* 
At that inftant the Queen paffed in hpr 
coach with the royal children, and N — — 
made fome comparative remarks in his ufual 
ftyle; to which T— — replied, " In this 
€i particular I acknowledge the happinefs of 
" Great Britain. I prefume not to make 
41 comparisons ; the great chara&er yqu 
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** have mentioned defies cenfure, and is far 
€l fuperior to my praife. But I muftobferve, 
i4 it appears fingular that yoa, who affe6t 

to defpife all other countries, and feem 
f * of opinion that what is mod valuable in 
*' nature is always the produ& of England* 
u ihould bring your brighteft illuftration of 
4t that opinion from Germany.' 9 

T , perceiving the advantage he 

had gained over his antagonift, proceeded 
vigor© ufly to cenfure, what he called, the 
fcbfurd partiality of the Enghfh in their own 
favour ; and obferved, that it would be 
fortunate for them, if the other nations 
of Europe would allow them but a few of 
the numerous good qualities which they fo 
lavifhiy attribute to themfelves. He feverely 
attacked the common people, and denied , 
them even the character of good nature* 
Which they have been thought to poffefs in 
an eminent degree. He declared them to 
i>e rough and infolent in their manners 
{ for the truth of thfS lie appealed to the 
opinion of all their neighbours ;, cruel in 
their difpofitions ( as a proof of which he 
inftanced fome of.their favourite diveifionsL 

K * 
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and abfurd in their prejudices, which appear* 
by their hatred and contempt of other na- 
tions ; by all of whom, he afferted > they were 
in return moft cordially abhorred. " How* 
u indeed, can it be otherwife," continued 
he, <l * confidering the rough, boifterous 
M nature of their weather ?" He then ex* 
patiated on the fertility of Italy, and the 
mild ferenity of the climate; to which^he 
partl^ attributed the fertile genius and mild 
chamber of the Italians. 44 No doubt," he 
faid, " moral caufes might contribute to the 
fame, effect ; for more pains were taken 
u to cultivate and encourage good and quiet 
4i difpofitions in the common people here 
u than in England. They were accuftomed 
" to perform their religious duties more 
V regularly ; they had frequent op.portUr 
" nities of hearing the moft excellent mufic 
§l in the churches ; they were inftru<5ted in 
u hiftory by orators in the ftreet, and were 
" made acquainted with the beauties of 
*• their beft poets iitthe fame manner. AH 
€t thefe caufes United muft neceflarily en- 
" large their minds, and' make them the 
€i moft gentle, humane, and ingenious 



< 
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u people in the world." N (hook his 

head, as if he laid little ftrefs on the others 
reafoning. For my own part, I remained 
filent, being defirous that the difpute fhould 
■ go on between the two who had begun it. 
* Continuing our walk a little without the 
town, we faw a crowd of people look i rig 
' over a wall, which formed one fide of a 
fquare, exprefsly built for the purpofe of 
baiting cattle with bull-dogs. It is imagined 
that this renders their flefh more tender arid 
agreeable to the tafte ; and this is confiderdd 
as a ftifficient reafon for torturing great num- 
bers of bulls, oxen, and cows, before they 
are flaughtered for the markets ; we found 
a multitude of fpe&ators enjoying this 

amufement. " Pray/ 7 fays Mr. N , ad- 

dreffing himfelf to T , 11 do you im&» 

" gine this humane pra&ice, and the com- 
u placency which thefe refined fpedlators 
" feem to take in beholding it, proceed 
*' from the mildnefs of the climate, the 
w pains beflowed in teaching the people 
u the duties of Chriftianity, the enlargement 
4i of their minds by hiftory and poetry, or 
" from the gentle influence of mufic upon 
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u their difpofitiont V 9 Then, turning from 

Mr^ T- to me, he continued, " Npt 

*' fattsfied with knocking the poor animals 
. M on the head, thofe unfeeling epicures put 
*.* them to an hour's additional torture, 
" merely to gratify a caprice of their cor-* 
" rupted palates." 

H Of all fubjeas," replied T , re- 

covering himfelf from the confufion into 

which N '$ queftions had thrown him f 

" thofe who take upon them to be the pa- 
ic negy rifts of the Engliih nation, ought to 
u avoid mentioning that fpecies of Epi- 
** curifm which depends on eating, left they 
* € be put in mind of whipping pigs to death, v 
" their manner of collaring brawn, crimping 
€i fifti, and other refinements peculiar to 
f< that humane good-natured people." , 

N was juft going to reply, when 

a large bull, rendered outrageous by the 
ftones which the populace were ihrowfng 
at him, ran fuddenly towards the gate at 
the inftant the keepers were opening it oa 
feme other account ; which threw them 
into fuch confufion, that they had not time 
to Ihut it before the bull burft out on the 
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multitude. He now became an objeft p£ 
terror to thofc who the moment before 
h ad looked on him as an objeft of mirth. 
The mighty lords of the creation, who con- 
fider other animals as formed entirely for 
their pajlime> their attire> their food % fled in 
crowds from one quadruped, and would 
gladly have fallen on their knees and wor- 
jfhipped him, like fo many Egyptians "ador- 
ing Apis, if by fp doing they could have 
hoped to deprecate the juft wrath of the in* 
cen fed animal. — They found fafety at 
length, not in their own courage or ad* 
drefs, but in the fuperior boldnefs and agility 
of other animals, who were leagued witty 
man againft him. He was furroundedby 
dogs, who attacked him on all fides — he 
killed fome outright, tofled and wounded 
many more ; but perceiving his own flrength 
diminifhing, and the number of his enemies 
increafing every moment, he threw himfelf 
into the fea, and there found a temporary 
prote&ion from the fuiy of his perfecutors. 
— But the dogs were inftigated to follow i 
they at length drove him from this laft 

•fylum* and the poor, torn, bleeding, cx- 
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haufted animal was forced afhore, three or 
four of the moft furious <5f the dogs hanging 
at different parts of his head and neck. 
When they were removed, he raifed his 
honefl: countenance, and threw an 1 indig- 
nant look upon the rabble, as if to upbraid 
them for fuch a' return for his own labours, 
■and' all the eflential fervices which his 
-whole fpecies render mankind. Upon my 
foul I felt the reproach. We could not 
bear his looks, but fneaked away without 
feeling mu£h pride on account of our near 
connexion with thofe lords bf the creation, 
Whom we had^juft beheld exerting their 
prerogative. 

We walked along a confiderable time 

without fpeaking. N broke filence at 

laft : " Well," faid he, " thofe amiable 
V creatures whom we have quitted, are 
11 what they call human beings; — they 
11 are more, they are Neapolitans, men who 
" are moved with the concord of fweet 

founds; from which I conclude { Shake- 
" fpeare may fay what he pleafes), that 
" fuch men are as fit for treafons, ftra- 
J 1 iagems, and fpoils, as thofe who neyeir 
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** heard fofter melody than that of marrow-* 
w bones and cleavers. 0 

«' This fondnefs for barbarous amufe- 
«< ments," faid I, " cannot be ftated ex* 
« clufively to the account of Neapolitans, 
" of Englifti, or of any other particular 
46 people. I am afraid the charge lies againft 
«« mankind in general ; from whatever md- . 

tive it arifes, a large proportion of the in^ 
« c dividuals in all countries have difplayed 
" a decided tafte for divcrfions which may 
" be ranged in this clafs." 1 
• " It ought to be remembered, however,*' 
f a y S X — — * "that thofe fellows with 
*' their dogs, who have been torment- 
M ing the bull, are butchers, and the loweft 
" of the vulgar of this country ; whereas*, 
" among thofe who order fifli to be crimped, 
u and pigs to be whipped to death, as weH 
" as among thofe who formerly attended 
" Broughton's amphitheatre, and ftill attend 
cockpits, Will be found people of the firft 
*'< rank in England." 

" Pray," faid N— — ; , addreffing himfetf 
to me, '* did you ever fee a cocagna j'' 
f I acknowledged I nfcver had, , . i 
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" Then," continued he, " I hegleave to 
u give you an idea of it. It is a Neapo* 
$i litan entertainment, reliftied by people 
" of the firft rank in this poliftied country J 

- 

u where the very vagrants in the ftreet are 
4t inLiru&ed in hiftory, and the human 
u mind is refined by poetry, foftened by 

mufic, and elevated by religion. The 
" cocagna — Pray mark me — the cocagna 
u is an entertainment given to the people 
44 for fucceeding Sundays during the car- 
ci nival. Oppofire to the palace, a kind of 
%i wooden amphitheatre is ere&td. This 
41 being covered with branches of trees* 
i€ bufhes, and various plants, real and ar- 
4i tificial, has the appearance of a green 
€l hill. On this hill are little buildings, or*. 
f< namented with piilars of loaves of bread*, 
" w«ih joints of meat, and dried fifti, var- 
' u niftied, and curioufly arranged by way of 
ki capitals. Among the trees and bi,fhes 

are fome oxen, a confiderable number of 
u calves, fheep, hogs, and lambs, all aliye, 

and tied to pofts. There are, befttles, a 
M great number of living turkies, gecfc^ 
" hens, pigeons, and other fowls, nailed by 
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44 the wings to the fcaffolding. Certain 
• 4 Heathen Deities appear alfo occafionally 
11 upon this hill, but not with a defign to 
44 protedt it, as yoa fliall fee immediately. 
14 The guards are drawn up in three ranks, 
" to keep off the populace. The Royal 
44 Family, with all the nobility of the court, 
f< crowd the windows and balconies of the 
44 palace, to enjoy this magnificent fight. 
44 When his MLijefty waves his handker- 
44 chief, the guards open to the right and 
u left ; the rabble pour in from all quarters, 
44 and the entertainment commences. You 
44 may eafily conceive what a delightful 
44 fight it mult be, to fee feveral thoufaml 
44 hungry, half- naked lazzaroni rufh in. like 
44 a torrent, deftroy the whole fabric t>f 
44 loaves, fifties, and joints of meat : ovef- 
44 turn the Heathen Deities, for the honor of 
44 Chfijiianhy ; pluck the fowls, at the ex- 
44 pence of their wings, from the poftslo 
44 which they were nailed ; and in the fury 
44 of their ftrugglmg and fighting for their 
44 prey, often tearing the raiferable animals 
44 to pieces, and fometimes ftabbifig each 
44 other." 



Digitized by Google 



View of society and 



44 You ought, in candour, to add," in- 
terrupted Mr. T— — , " that, though for- 
4t merly they were fixed to the ports alive, 
* c yet of late the larger cattle have been pre- 

4( vioufly killed." "And pray, my 

€t good Sir," faid N , " will you be 

11 fo obliging as to inform me, what crime 
46 the poor lambs and fowls have committed, 
. 4< that they fhould be torn in pieces alive? 
41 This^iece of humanity," continued he, 
" recalls to my memory a fimilar inftance, 
41 in a certain ingenious gentleman, who 
M propofed, as the beft and mod effeftual 
*' method of fweeping chimnies, to place a 
u hrge goofe at the top ; and then by a 
14 firing tied around her feet, to pull the 
u animal gently down to the hearth. The 
" fagacious proje&or aflerted, that the 
u goofe, being extremely averfe to this me- 
4< thod of entering a houfe, would ftruggle 
4 * againft it with all her might ; and, during 
u this refiftance, would move her wings 
u with fuch force and rapidity, as could not 
" fail to fweep the chimney, completely." 

Good God ! Sir, " cried a lady, who was 
prefent when this new method was prd- 
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pofed, " How cruel would that be to the 
" poor goofe !" " Why, Madam," replied 
the gentleman, cl if you think my method 
11 cruel to the goofe, a couple of ducks 
»■ will do." 



LETTER LXV. 

Naples. 

On the tirft Sunday of May, we had an 
opportunity of feeing the famous NeapolU 
tan miracle, of the liquefaction of Saint Ja- 
nuarius's blood performed. This Saint, you 
* know, is the patron of Naples ; which cir- 
cumftance alone forms a ftrongprefumption 
of his being a Saint of very considerable 
power and efficacy ; for it is not to be ima- 
gined that the care of a city, like Naples, 
which k threatened every moment with def- 
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tru&ion from Mount Vefuvius, would be 
cntrufted to an underftrapper. Indeed there 
has, on fome occafions, been reafon to fear, 
that, great and -powerful as this Saint rs> the 
Daemon of the mountain would have got 
the better of him ; however, as Saint Janua- 
rtus has been able to proteft them hitherto, 
and is fuppofed to be improved in the fcience 
of defence by long practice, the Neapolitans 
think it more prudent to abide by him than 
to choofe another ; who, though he may 
poflibly be of higher rank, and older (land- 
ing, cannot have equal experience in this 
particular kind of warfare. 

Saint Januarius fuffered martrydom about 
the end of the third century. When he was 
beheaded, a pious lady of this city caughft 
about an ounce of his blood, which has been 
carefully preferved in a bottle ever fince^ 
without hating loft a fingle grain of its 
weight. This of itfelf, were it equally de* 
monftrable, might be confidered as a greater 
miracle than the circumftance on which the 
Neapolitans lay the whole ftrefs, viz,.tha{t 
the blood which has congealed, and ac- 
quired a folic! form by age, is no {boner 
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brought near the head of the Saint, than, 
as a mark of veneration, it immediately 
liquefies. This experiment is made three 
different times every year, and is confidered 
hy the Neapolitans as a miracle of the firft 
magnitude. 

As the divinity of no other religion 
whatever is any longer . attempted to be 
proved by frefli miracles, but all are now 
trufted to their own internal evidence, and 
to thofe wrought at a former period, this 
miracle of Saint Januarius is probably the 
more admired on account of its being the 
only one, except, tranfubftantiation, which 
remains ftill in ufe, out of the vaft abun- 
dance faid to have been performed at various 
periods in fupport of the Roman Catholic 
faith. The latter is unqueftionably the 
greater miracle of the two-; for to change 
a wafer into flelh and blood, is more extra- 
ordinary than to liquefy any fubftancc what- 
ever : Yet I once imagined the liquefa&ion 
had rather the advantage in this particular ; 
that the change is more obvious to the 
f^nfes. But 1 have lately been otherwife 
inftru&ed, by an ingenious, perfon, who 
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was formerly a Jefuit. On fomebody ( not 
me, for I never do make objections in mat- 
ters of faith) having obferved, That it was 
unfortunate that the great change, operated 
on the wafer in tranfubftantiation, was not 
vifible, the pcrfon above alluded to pro* 1 
t>ounced the miracle to be much greater on 
that account. " For pray, Sir," faid he, 
addreffing imielf to the objeftor, " fuppofe 
€ \ I (hould immediately turn that fowl, 
c< pointing to a turkey which was at that 
M moment (talking paft ; fuppofe I fhould 
" immediately turn that fowl into a woman, 
" would you not think it very extraordi- 

nary ?" " Certainly," replied the other. 
" Well, Sir, but after the change is actually 
u made, and the fowl has to all intents and 
" purpofes become a woman, if it ftill re- 
11 tained {he appearance of a turkey, you 

muft acknowledge that would be more 
" extraordinary ftill. In the fame manner," 
continued he, 11 in the celebration of mafs, 
f< the converfton of the wafer into the real 
u body and blood of Jefus Chrift is a great 
" miracle, and highly to be venerated : bat 
V after this wonderful change has actually 
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<c taken place, that the real body of Chrift 
c< fhouki, even in the ,eyes of the {harped 
" fighted fpcflators, flill letain its original 
" form of a wafer, is a great deal more ama- 
" zing and ftupendous." 

But, however great a fuperiority the mi- 
racle of tranfubflantiation may have over 
that of St. Januarius, in the opinion of Ro- 
man Catholics in general, the Neapolitans 
imagine the latter is fufficient to convert 
infidels, and put heretics out of countenance. 
A zealous believer of this country, having 
defcribed the miracle, breaks out into the 
following exclamations : " O illuftre me- 1 

a 

" moria ! O veriti irrefragabile ! vengano 
" gli Heretici, vengano, e Stupifcano, ed 
" aprano gli occhi alia verita Cattolica, et 
" Evangelica ;^Baftarebbe quefio fangue di 
f 1 S. Gennaro fola a fare teftimonia della 
c< Fede. E poflibile, che a tanto, et fi fa- 
" mofo miraculo non li converta tutta la 
" Gentilati, ed Infedelta alia verita Cattolica 
u della Romana chiefa?"* Though I 

f. O illustrious memorial ! O irrefragable truth ! 
Come hither, ye heretics I come hither, and be asto- 
nished; and onen your eyes to catholic aad evangelic- 

» 
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am not fuch an enthufiaftic admirer of the 
performance as this author, yet, on the 
other hand, 1 do not think that Proteftants, 
however much they may be convinced it is 
a trick, have any right to call it a clumjy 
tricky without explaining in what it confifts. 
This is a liberty which fome travellers of 
great eminence have taken. Others have 
afferted, that the fubflance in the bottle, 
which is exhibited for the blood of the Saint, 
is fomething naturally folid, but which 
melts with a fmall degree of heat. When 
it is fuft brought out of the cold chapel, fay 
thofe gentlemen, it is in its natural folid 
ftate ; but when brought before the Saint by 
the prieft, and rubbed between his warm 
hands, and breathed upon for fome time, it 
melts ; and this is the whole myftery. 
Though I find myfelf unable to explain on , 
what principle the liquefaction depends, I 
am fully convinced that it mud be fomething 

truth. The blood of St. Januarius alone is a suffi- 
cient testimony of the truth. Is it possible, that 
such a great and famous miracle does not convert 
all heretics and infidels to the truths of the Roman 

Catholic chursb I 

r different 
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different from this ; for I have it from the 
moil fat isfaftory authority, from thofe who 
had opportunities of knowing, and who be- 
lieve no more in the miracle than you do, 
that this congealed ffiafs has foraetimts been 
found in a liquid (late in cold weather, 
before it "was touched by the Pneft, or 
brought near the head of the Saint ; and 
that, on other occafions, it has remained 
foiid when brought before him, notwith- 
standing all the effoitsof the Priert to melt 
it. When this happens, the fuperftitious, 
•which, at a very moderate calculation, 
prehends ninety- nine in a hundred of the 
inhabitants of this city, are thrown into the 
utmoftconfternation, and are fometimcs 
;wrought up by their ,fears into a ftate of 
mind, which is highly dangerous both to 
their civil and ecclefiaftical- governors* It is 
true, that this happens but feldom ; for, in 
general, the fubftance in the phial, whatever 
it may be, is in a folid form in dte chapel, 
and becomes liquid when brought before the 
Saint; but as this is not always the cafe, it 
affords reafon to believe, that, whatever may- 
have been the cafe when this miracle or 
vox. ii. L 
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trick, call it which you pleafe, was firft ex~ 
hibited, the principle on which it depends 
has fomehow or other been loft, and is not 
now underftood fully even by the priefts 
themfelves ; or elfe the are not now fo 
,expert as formerly, in preparing the fub- 
fiance which reprefents the Saint's blood, fo 
as to make it remain folid when it ought, 
and liquefy the inftant it is required. ■ 

The head and blood of the Saint are kept 
in a kind of prefs, with folding doors of fil* 
,ver, in the chapel of St. Januarius, belongs 
•ing-to the cathedral church. The real head 
cis probably not fo freih, and well preferved, 
: as the blood ; and on that account is not ex- 
pofpd to the eyes of the public, but inclofed 
•in a large filver buft, gilt and enriched with 
jewels of high value. This being what ap- 
pears to the popple, their idea of the Saint's 
.features: and Completion are taken entirely 
from the buft. " . ' , . 
( The blood is kept in a fmall repolltory by 
itfejf. . . 
j, , About mid day, the buft, inclofing the 
real head, was brought with great folemnity, 
and placed under a kind of portico, open on 
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all fides, that the different communities, 
which come in proceflion, may be able to 
traverfe it, and that the people may have the 
.comfort of beholding the miracle. The 
proceffions of that foleom day were innu- 
merable ; all the ftreets of Naples were 
crowded with the various orders of ecclefi- 
aftics, dreffed in their richeft robes. The 
monks ot each convent were muftered under 
their own particular banners. A fplendid 
crofs was carried before each proceflion ; 
and the images, in maffy filver, of the 
Saints, peculiarly patronifing the convents, 
followed the crofs. In this order they 
marched from the convents to the pavilion, 
under which the heiad of St. Januarius was 
placed, and having done due obeifance to 
that great protestor of thisicity, they marched 
back by a different route, in the fame order 
to their convent. But as there are a' great 
many convents in Naples, and a great num- 
ber of monks in each convent, though the 
proceflions began fdon after mid-day, the 
evening was well advanced /before the laftof 
them had paffed. The grand proceflion of 
til began when the. others had finiflied. It 
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was compofed of a numerous body of clergy, 
and an immenfe multitude of people of all 
ranks, headed by the archbifhop of Naples 
himfelf, who carried the phial containing 
the blood of the Saint. The Duke of Ha- 
milton and I accompanied Sir William Ha- 
milton to a houfe dire&ly oppoftte to the 
portico, where the facred head was placed. 
We there found a large affembly of Neapo- 
litari nobility, A magnificent robe of vel- 
vet, richly embroidered, \fras thrown over 
the (houlders t>f the buft^ a mitre* refulgent 
with jewels, was placed on its head. . The 
archbifhop, with a folemft pace, and a look 
full of awe and veneration, approached, ^ 
holding forth the focred phial which con- 
tained the precious lump of blood. He ad- 
drefled the Saint in the humHeft manner* 
fervently praying that he would gracioufly 
Condefcend to rrianifeft his regard to hisL 
faithful votaries the people of Naples, by 
the ufual token of ordering that lump of his 
iacred blood to aflame its natural and origi- 
nal form. In thafe praiyerS he was joined 
by the multittide around, particularly by thb 
Women, of whom there feemed more than 
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their proportion. *My curiofity prompted 
hie to leave the balcony^ and mingle with 
the multitude. I got by degrees quite near 
the buft. Twenty min-utes had already 
elapfed, fince the Archbifhop had been 
praying with all poffible earneftnefs, and 
turning the phial around and around without 
any effetft. An old monk flood near the 
archbiihop, and was at the utmoft pains to 
inftru6l him how to handle, chafe, and rub 
the phial; lie fi-equfcntly took it into his own 
hands, but his manoeuvres were as inefle&ual 
as thofe of the archbifhop. By this time 
the people had become exceedingly noify ; 
the women were quite hoarfe with praying ; 
the monk continued his operations with in- 
creafed zeal; and the archbishop was all 
over in a profufe fweat with vexation. Ih 
whatever light the failure of the miracle 
might appear to ot&ers> it was a very ferious 
matter to him ; becaufe the people confider 
*fuch an event as a proof of the Saint's dif- 
pleafure, apd a certain indication that feme 
dreadful calamity will enfue. This wad the 
firft opportunity he had had of officiating 
fince his nomination to the fee. There was 



Digitized by Google 



ub6 virvr of society and 

no knowing what fancy might have entered 
/into the heads of a fuperftitious populace; 
they might have imagined, . or his enemies 
flight have infinuated, that the failure of 
the miracle proceeded from St. Jairuarius's 
difapprobation of the perfon in whofe hands 
it was to have taken place. I never faw 
more evident marks of vexation and alarm 
than appeared in the countenance of the 
right reverend perfonage* This alone would 
.have convinced me that they cannot com- 
mand the liquefa&ion when they pleafe. 
While things were in this ftate I obferved a 
gentleman come haftily through the crowd, 
and fpeak to the old monk, who, in a pretty- 
loud voice, and with an accent and. a gri- 
mace very expreffive of chagrin, replied, 
Cofpetto di bacco 6 dura come una pie- 
" tra. At the fame time an acquaint 
. tance whifpered me, That it would be pru- 
dent to retire, becaufe the mob,, on fimilar 
occafions, have been ftruck with a notion 
that the operation of the miracle was dif— 

turbed by the prefence of heretics ; on which 

■ • 

*~ * 'Sblood! it is still as Uard as a stoxu^ ; 
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they arc apt to infult them. I dire&iy took 
his hint,, and joined the company I had leftJ 
An univerfal gloom had overfpread all their 

• 

countenances, they talked to each other in 
whifpers, and feemed oppreffed with grief 
and contrition. One very beautiful young 
lady cried and fobbed as if her heart had been 
fcady to break. The paffions of fome of 
the rabble without doors took a different 
turn ; in (lead of forrow, they were filled 
with rage and indignation at the Saint's ob- 
ftinacy. They put him in mind of the zeal 
with which he was adored by the people of 
all ranks in Naples ; of the honours which 
had been conferred on him ; that he was ref- 
pedled here more than in any other country 
on earth ; and fome went fo for, as to call 
him an old ungrateful yellow-faced rafcat 
for his obduracy. It was now almoft dark 
— and when leaft expe&ed, the fignal was 
given that the miracle was performed. The 
populace filled the air \yith repeated fhouts 
of joy ; a band of mufic began to play; Tc 
Deum was fung ; couriers were difpatched' 
to the royal family, then at Portici, with* 
Uie glad tidings; the young lady dried up 



Digitized by Google 



2 4$ VIEW OP SOCIETY AN* 

ber tears; the countenances of our company 
brightened in an inftant, and they fat down 
to cards without farther dread of eruption** 
earthquakes, or peftijence. t 

1 had remarked, dluring their fufpenf* 
with refpedt to the fuccefs Qf the miracle* 
that fome imputed the delay partly to th$ 
Weather, which happened to be fainy an4 
colder than is ufual at this , feafon, and 
partly to the aw^yvardnefe of the Arch- 
bifhop, who, neyer having performed ben 
fore, was accufed of not handling the phiai 
in the fame dexterous and efficacious man- 
ner that a perfon of experidncr would havs 
done. While they imputed the failure to 
thofe caufes, they feemed equally uneafy 
With the reft of the company about t^e 
Confeqaences. It ftruck me, that the firft 
fcntiment was perfectly inconfiftent with, 
the fecond. I mentioned this to a French, 
gentleman, who is here as travelling com- 
panion to the yofung Comte db Grammont. 
14 lf,° faid I, " the weather, or the un- 
" fkilfulnefs of the Archbifhop, has pre* 
" vented the fubftance in the phial from 
?' becoming liquid, this furely caunot b$ 
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c< an indication that Heaven or the Sairit / 

* is difpleafed ; if, on the contrary, the 
«* Wood continuing folid in the prcfence 
«* of the Saint, proceeds from Heaven, or 
44 the Saint being o&nded, then no kind 
«• of weather, and no kind of expertnefs 

* on the part of the Archbiflhop, could 

" have rend ered it liquid." " Mon- 

" fieur/* faid he, " voila ce qu'on appelle 
" raifonner ce que ces meffieurs ne font 

v , u jamais. 

The fame evening, an acquaintance of 
mine, who is alfo a Roman Catholic, and 
who remained clofe by the Archbifhop till 
all was over, affured me, that the miracle 
had failed entirely ; for the old monk feeing 
no fymptom of the blood liquefying, fed 
called out, that the miracle had fucceeded; 
4n which the fignal had been given, the 
people had (homed, the Archbiftiop had 
held up the bottle, moving it with a t aptd 
motion before the eyes of tfce (petStatoiv 
and nobody choofing to contradi<£l whaft 
every body wiftied, he had been allowed 
W cover up the phial, and carry it back to 
the chapel, with the coiltenU in the fefiw 

- 
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rform they had come abroad. How far this 
account is exa£Hy true, I will not take on 
• me to affert; I was not near enough to fee 

the tranfadtion myfelf, and I have only the 
'authority of this perfon, having heard no 

other body fay they had obferved the fame. 
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fx - Naples. 

The tomb of Virgil is on the mountain of 
JPaufilippo, a little above the grotto , of that 
name ; you afcend to it by a narrow path 
which runs through a vineyard ; it is over* 
grown with ivy leaves, and fliaded with 
branches, fhrubs, and buflies ; an ancient 
fcay-tree, with infinite propriety, overhangs 
it. Many a folitary walk have I taken to 
vthii place. The earth, which contains his 
*&cs, we. expedl :to find clothed . in the 
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brighteft verdure. Viewed from this magic 
fpot, the objedis which adorn the bay become 
doubly interefting. The Poet's verfes are 
here recollefted with additional pleafure ; 
the veifes of Virgil are interwoven in our 
minds with a thoufand interefting ideas, 
with the memory of our boyifli years, or 
the fpbrtive fcenes of childhood, of our 
cailieft friends and companions, many of 
whom are now dead; and thofe who ftiH 
live, and for whotn we retain the fuft: 
rmpreflion of affe&ion, are at fuch a dif- 
tance, as renders the hopes of feeing them 
again , very uncertain. No wonder, there- 
fore, when in a contemplative mood, that 
ourgfteps are often dire&ed to a fpot fa 
well calculated to create and chcrifli fen- 
timents congenial with the ftate of our 
mind.; But jthen comes an antiquarian, 
who, with his odious doubts, difturbs the 
pleafing fource of our enjoyment ; and from 
the fair and delightful fields of fancy, con- 
veys us in a moment to a dark, barren, 
and comfbrtlefs defert; — he doubts, whether 
this be the real place- where the aftes of 
, Vtfgil; wete depofited ; and tejls us an un- 
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ftlisfa&ory ftory about the other fide of the! 
bay, and that he is rather inclined to believe 
that the Poet was buried fomewhere there* 
Without fixing on any particular fpot. 

Would to heaven thofe doubters would 
keep their minds to themfeives, and not 
ruffle the tranquillity of believers ! 

But, after all, why (hould not this be 
the real tomb of Virgil? -Why fliould the 
enthufiafts who delight in pilgrimages to this 
fpot, be deprived of that pleafurc? Why 
fliould the Poet's ghoft be allowed to wander, 
along the dreary banks of Styx, till the an- 
tiquarians erefit a cenotaph in his honour ?: 
Even they acknowledge, that he was buried 
on this bay, and near Naples ; and tradition 
has fixed on this fpot, which, exclufive of 
other preemptions, is a much ftronger evU 
dence in its favour than their vague con* 
je^kurcs againft it. v 

In your way to the claffic fields of Baia 
and Cumae, you pafs through the grotto of 
Paufilippo, a fubterraneous paffage through 
the mountain, near a mile in length, about 
twenty feet in breadth, and thirty or forty 
in height, every where r except at the two 
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extremities, where it is much higher. People 
of fafhion generally drive through this pap 
fage with torches, but the country people 
and foot paffengers find their way without 
much difficulty by the light which enters at 
the extremities, and at two holes pierced 
through the mountain near the middle of 
the grotto, which admit light from above. 

Mr. Addifon tells us, that the common 
people of Naples, in his time, believed 
that this paflage through the mountain was 
the work of magic, and that Virgil was tho 
magician. But this is the age of fcepticifm if 
and the common people, in imitation of 
people of falhion, begin to barboqr doubt* 
concerning all their bid eftab! flk«d opinions*. 
A Neapolitan Va let- de - place afked an En* 
gl'rfh gentleman lately, Whether Signior 
Virgilio, tif wliom he hid; heard fo much* 
had really,- and bona fide, been a magician 
or nor? A logician*!*? replied the En- 
glishman i " aye, that he w«, an3 a wy 

great iriagician too? 1 V: Aad do you/* 
refum^d the* Vile V ^believe it was he who 
" pierced ! this'Totlc P'-^ u As for this par* 
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u will not fwear to it from my own know- 
4< ledge, becaufe it was done before I was 
44 born ; but I am ready to make oath, that 
" 1 have known him pierce, and, even melt, 
€< Home very obdikrate fubftanees*" 

Two miles beyond the, Grotta di Paufi- 
Kppo, is a circular lake, about half a mile in 
diameter, called Lpgo d'Agrianp, on whofe. 
margin is fituated .the famous Grotta del 
Cane, where fo many dogs have been tor- 
tured and fuffocated, to. {hew the efFc&of a: 
vapour which rifes about a foot above the 
bottom of this little cave, and is deftruftive 
of animal life. A dog having hisJiead held 
in this vapour, is convulfed in a few minutes, 
arid foon after falls to the earth motionlefs., 
This experiment is repeated for the aroufe- 
ment of every unfeeling per fpn, who 'bas : 
half a crown in his pocket; and affe&s a 
turn for natural philofophy. The experi- 
ment is commonly made on dpgs; becaufe 
tfiey, of all animals, (hew the greateft af- 
fe&ion for man, and prefer his company 
to that of their own fpecies, o? of; any 
other, living creature. : The^fftllqws who 
4tt^nd : at this.aye hzy$;fi\Vf$ft fQmp:*nH> 
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fefitble dogs, with ropes about their necks, 
ready for this cruel purpofe. If the poor 
animals were unconfcious of what was to 
"happen, it would be I efs affe&ing; but 
they ftruggle to get free, and fhew every 
fymptom of horror, when they are dragged 
to this cave of torment. I lhould have 
been happy to have taken the effe£t of the - 
vapour for granted, without a new trial ; but 
fome of the company were of a more phi- 
lofophical turn of mind than I have any 
pretenfions to. When the unhappy animal 
found all his efforts to efcape were in- 
effectual, he feemed to plead for mercy by 
the dumb eloquence of looks, and the 
blandirtiments natural to his fpecies. While 
he licked the hand of his keeper, the un- 
relenting wretch daftied him a blow, and 
thruft his head into the murderous vapour. 

When the real utility of the knowledge 
acquired by cruel experiments on animals 
( a pra&ice which has been carried to dread- 
ful lengths of late ) is fairly ftated, and 
.compared with the exquilitenef* ,of their 
fufferihgs, the benefit refulting to mankind 
from ihepce wilt feem too dearly bought 19 

X < 
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the eyes of a perfon of humanity. Hu- 
manity ! If language had belonged to other 
animals befides man, might not they hare 
chofen that word to exprefs — cruelty ? If 
they had, thank God, they would have done 
injuftice to many of the human race. I 
have left the poor dog too long in the va- 
pour ; much longer than he remained in 
reality. The Duke of Hamilton, (hocked 
at the fellow's barbarity,, wrefted the dog 
ifrom his hands, bore him to the open air f 
and gave him life and liberty; which he 
feemed to enjoy with all the bounding rap- 
ture of gladnefs and gratitude. If you fhould 
ever come this way, pray do not infift oa 
feeing the experiment ; it is not worth while; 
the thing is afcertained ; it is beyond a doubt 
that this vapour convutfes' and kills every 
breathing animal. 

You come next to the favourite fields of 
fancy and poetical fiition. The Campi 
Phlegrei, where Jupiter overcame the giants; 
the folfateira ftiil fmoking, as if from the 
effe&s of his thunder ; ihB Monre Nova, 
<tfhtdi wafc thrown fuddenly Frort the bowels 
*f the earth, as if the fons of Titan bad 

/ ' - 
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intended to renew the war; the Monte Bar* 
baro, formerly Mons Gaurus, the favourite 
of Bacchqs ; the grotto of the Cumaeart 
Sibyl ; the noxious and gloomy lakes of 
Avejnus and Acheron ; and the green bow- , 
trs of Ely fiu m. 

The tovyn of Puzzoli, and its environs, 
prefent fuch a number of objedts worthy 
<>f the attention of the antiquarian, the na- 
tural philofopher, and the claffic fcholar f 
that to 4e(cribe all with the minutenefs they 
defcrve, would fill volumes* 
. The Tepple of Jupitjer Serapis at Pu?h 
$o!i, is accounted a yery interefting monu^ 
ment of antiquity ; . being quite different 
from the Roman and Greek temples, ?nd 
built in the manner of the Afiatics, ptq- 
bably by the Egyptian and Afiatic mer- 
chants fettled at Puzzoli, which was the 
great emporium of Italy, until the Roman* 
built Oftia and Antiurti .* 

Sylla having abdicated the DiAatorflii^ 
retired, and puffed the remainder of his life 
in this city. 

The ruins of Ciciero* $ villa, near this city, 
are of fucb extent, as to give a high kka 
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tof the wealth of this great orator. Had - 
Fortune always bcftowed her gifts with fa 
much propriety, (he never would have been 
accufed of blindnefs. When the truly great 
are bleffed with riches, it affords pleafure 
to every candid mind. Neither this villa 
near Puzzoli, that at Tufculum, nor any 
of his other country-feats, were the fcenes 
of idlcnefs or riot. They are diftinguifhed 
by the names of the works he compofed 
there ; works which have always been the 
delight of the learned, and which, £1 ill more 
than the important fervices he rendered his 
country when in office, have contributed to 
immortalize his name. ' " 

The bay between Puzzoli and Baia is 
about a league in breadth. In croffing this 
in a boat, you fee the ruins called Ponte di 
Caligula, from their being thought the re- 
mains of a bridge which Caligula attempted 
to build acrofs. They are by others, with 
more probability, thought to be the ruins of 
a mole built with arches. Having paffed 
over this gulph, a new field of curiofities 
prefents itfelf. The baths and prifons of 
Nero, the tomb of Agrippina, the temple9 
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of Venus, of Diana, and of Mercury, and 
the ruins ofthe ancient city of Cumae; but 
no veftiges now remain of many of thofe 
magnificent villas which adorned! this luxu- 
rious coaft, nor even of the town of Baia 
The whole of this beauteous bay, formerly 
the feat of pleafure, and, at one period, the 
mod populous fpot in Italy, i$ now very 
thinly inhabited; and the contraft is dill 
ftronger between the ancient opulence and 
prefent poverty, than between the numbers 
of its ancient and prefent inhabitants. It 
muft be acknowledged, that we can hardly 
.look around us, in any part of this world, 
* without perceiving obje£ts which, to a con- 
templative mind, convey reflections on the 
inftability of grandeur, and the fad vicifli- 
tudes. and reverfes to which human affairs 
are liable : but here thofe objedls are fo 
numerous, and fo (Inking, that they muft 
make an impreffion on the mod, carelck 
paflenger. 
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LETTER LXVII. 



Kapler 

As the Court are not at prefent at Cafrerta, 
we have not feen that place in all its fpkn- 
dour; we paffed, however, one every agreeable 
day there, with Lady Hamilton amJSir Harry 
Featherfton. 

The paktce at Cafferta was begun in the 
year 1750 after a plan- of VanvitcUi;' the 
wovk is now carried on under the dire&ion 
of his fon. While the prefent King of Spain 
remained at Naples, there were generally 
about two thoufand Workmen employed ; at 
prefent there are about five hundred* It 
will be finifhed in a few years, and will then, 
unquettionably, be one of the. mbft fpacious 
and magnificent palaces in Europe* It h*s 
been faid, that London is too large a capital 
for the ifland of Great Britain ; and it li^s 
been compared to a turgid head placed on an 
emaciated body. The palace of Cafferta 
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aMb feems out of proportion with the re- 
venues of this kingdom. It is not, properly 
fpeaking, a head too large for the body, 
but rather an ornament, by much too ex* 
pcrtfive and bulky for either head or body., 
This palace is fituated about fixteen miles 
north from Naples, on the plain where 
ancient Capua flood. It was thought pru- 
dent to found a building, on which fuch 
fums of money were to be lavifhed, at a 
confiderable diftance from Moont Vefuvius. 
It were to be wifhed* that the contents of 
the cabinet at Portici were removed from 
the fame dangerous neighbourhood. That 
he might not be limited in ground for the 
gardens, may have been4iis Spanifti Majefty's 
motive for choofing that his palace ihould 
be at a diftance from Naples; and that it 
might ftbt be expofed to infult from an 
enemy's fleet, wa$ probaWy tfie reafon that 
determined him to place it at a diftance frorn 
the fea. 

This immenfe building is of a redang^lar 
form, feven hundred and fifty feet Englifl*, 
by five hundred and eighty; about ope 
hundred and twelve feet high, comprehending 
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five habitable (lories, which contain fuch a 
number of apartments, as will accommodate 
the moft numerous court, without any 
acceffary buildings. 

The re£tangle is divided into four courts, 
each of about two hundred and fifty-two 
feet by one hundred and feventy. Jn each 
of the two principal fronts, are three cor- 
refponding gates, forming three openings, 
which pierce the whole building. The 
middle gate forms the entry to a magni- 
ficent portico, through which the coaches 
drive. In the middle of this, and in the 
centre of the edifice, there is a veftibute 
of an octagonal form, which opens into 
the four grand courts at four fides of the 
o&agon ; two other fides open into th$ 
portico, one to the ftaircnfe; and, at the 
eighth fide, there is a ftatue of Hercules 
crowned by Victory, with this infcription : 

VIRTUS POST FORTIA FACTA CORONAT.* 

The grand ftaircafe is adorned with the 
richeft marble ; the upper veftibule to which 

* Virtue crowns him after many great atcliieve* 
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you afcend by this noble flair, is an o&agon 
alfe, and furrounded by twenty-four pillars of 
'yellow marble, each of which is of one piece 
of eighteen feet high, without including the 
pedefial or capital. From this upper veflibulc 

there are entries into- But I have a 

notion you are tired of this defcription, 
which I allure you is likewife my cafe. I 
beg, therefore, you may take it for granted, 
that the apartments within, particularly their 
Majefiies', and that deftined for balls and 
theatrical entertainments, eorrefpond with 
the magnificence of the external appearance. 

Among the workmen employed in finifh- 
ing this palace and the gardens, there 
are one hundred and fifty Africans ; for 
as the King of Naples is conftantly at war 
with the Barbary States, he always has a 
number of their failors prifoners, all of 
whom are immediately employed as flaves 
in the gallies, or at fome public work. There 
are at prefent at Caffert3, about the fame 
number of Chriftian flaves ; all of thefe have 
been condemned to this fervitude for fome 
crime, fome of them for the greateft of all 

crimes they are, however, better clothed 

« 
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and fed than the Africans. This is done, no 
doubt, in honour of the Chriftian religion, 
and to demondrate that Chriftians, even 
after they have been found guilty of the 
blacked crimes, are worthier men, and more 
deferving of lenity, than Mahometan pri- 
foners, however innocent they may be in all 
fiber refpeite. 

The gardens belonging to this palace ar< 
equally extenfive and magnificent. A great 
number of fine (lathes, raoft of them copies 
of the be(t antique, are kept in a ftorehoufe 
till the gardens are finWhed, when they will 
be placed in them. The largeft and fined 
elephant I ever faw is here at prefent ; he is 
kept by African flaves ; they feem to know 
how to manage him perfe&ly; he is well 
thriven, and goes through a number of tricks 
and evolutions with much docility andjiwlg- 
ment. 

In the garden there is an artificial water 
and ifland. This, if one maiy venture to fay 
fo, feems a little injudicious ; it brings to our 
memory the bay of Naples, with its iflands* 
a recolle&ion by no means favourable to this 
royal contrivance. In this ifland there is a 

kind 
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kind of a cattle, regularly fortified, with a 
<Jhch around it, and ramparts, baftions, fally- 
ports, &c. &c. and a numerous train of 
artillery, fome of them nine or ten twicers. 
I no fooner entered this fort, than I wtfhed 
that Uncle Toby and Corporal Trim had 
teen of our party ; it would have .charmed 
the foul of the worthy veteran and his 

faithful fervant. 

I afkcd the man who attended us, what 
he imagined this fortification was intended 
for? — Sir Harry Featherfton faid, < 6 The 
u cannon were certainly defigned againft 
a the frogs, who were continually attempt- 
41 ing to fcale the ramparts from the ditch." 
— I afked again, What was the Veal defign 
of ereding this fort ? The man anfwered, 
.ftrctching out his arms, and making as wide 
a circle with them as he could, u Tuttb, 
" tutto per il follazo del Re."* " Yes/> # j 
faid I, " it is furefy in the higheft degree 
" reafonable, that not only this fort, hut the 
<** whole kingdom, (hould be appropriated 
M to the amufement of his Majetty,'W~i 

* All, all for Ac King's anawement. 
VOL, II, M 
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* g Certo,"* replied the man. I wiflied to 
fee how far the fellow's liberality would, go. 

u Not only this kingdom," continued 
I, I* but all Europe would be highly ho- 
• k noured in contributing to the amufement 
** of his Majefty." " Certo, certo, "f faid 
the man. 



« 
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0 

Naples. 

The King and Queen lately paid a vifit 
to four of the principal nunneries in this 
town. Their motive was to gratify the 
curiofity of ihe Archduchefs and her hufband 
Prince Albert of Saxony. I ought to have 
informed you, that this illuftrious couple 

* Surely. 
1 6*rfly> 
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left Vienna fome months after us, with ait 
intention to make the tour of Italy. Wt 
had the honour of feeing them frequently 
while at Rome, where they conciliated the 
affe&ions *>f the Italian nobles by their ob- 
liging manners, as much as they commanded 
refpe£t by their high rank. The Arch* 
duchefs is a very beautiful woman, and 
more drftinguHhed hy the propriety of her 
condudt, than by either birth or beauty. 
As white, by the link of contraft, is con- 
ne&ed withthe idea of black, fo this amiable 
Duchefs fometimes recalls thofe to people's 
memories, whofe ideas of dignity are ftrongly 
contrafted with her's. Confcieus, from her 
infancy, of the higheft rank, and accuftomed 
to honours, it never enters into her thoughts 
that any perfon will fail in paying her a 
due refpedt ; while they, eternally jealous 
that enough of refpeifc is not paid them, 
give themfelves airs which would be in- 
tolerable in an Emprefs. A fmile of be- 
nignity puts all who approach this Prrncefs 
perfe&ly at their eafe, and dignity fits as 
fmoothly ^n her as a well made garment ; 
while, on them, it hriftles out like the quills 
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of a porcupine; or the feathers of anenrage4 
turkey-cock. . 

As nobody is permitted to enter thofc 
convents, except on fuch extraordinary oc* 
cafiqns as thi^ when they ire vifited by the 
Sovereigns, the Britifh Miniiler feized this 
opportunity of procuring an order for ad* 
jnitting the Duke of Hamilton and me* 
We accordingly accompanied him, and* 
few others, who were in the King** fuite* 
I h?ve fcen various nunneries in different 
parts of Europe but none that could be 
compared even with the meaneft of thofc 
four in this city, for neatnefs and conr 
veniency. Each of them i* provided with 
3 beautiful garden, and the fixation of one 
is the happieft th^t can be imagined, com- 
manding a proQiea nearly as extenfive a* 
that from the Carthufian convent near the 
caftle of St. Elmo. Thofe four nunneries 
are for the reception of young ladies of good 
families ; and into one in particular, none 
but fuch as are of very high rank can be 
admitted, either as penfioners or to take the 
veil- Each of the young ladies in thi 8 
Xplendid convent have both a fummer and * 
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winter apartment*, and many other accbm-* 
jnodations unknown in other retreats of this 
nature. The royal vifitors were received 
in all 1 of them by the Lady Abbefs, at the 
head of the oldeft of the fifterhood; they 
were afterwards prefented with hofegays, 
and ferved with fruit, fweetmeats, and a 
variety of cooling drinks, by the younger 
rruns. The Queen and her amiable filter 
received all very gracioufly ; converfing fa* 
miliarly with the Lady AbbeflTes, and afking 
& few obliging queftions of each. 

In ort£ convent the company were fur* 
^Hfedj ;? oft bding led into a large parlour, to 
Snd a table covered, awt T every appearance 
x>£ & med plentiful cold repaft, confifting 
W feveral joints of meat, hams j fowl, fifh, 
and various other difhes. It feemed rather 
ill-judged ' to have prepared a feaft of fuch . 
a folid nature •> immediately after dinner ; 
for thofe royal vifits w6re made in the af- 
ternoon. The Lady Abbefs, however^ 
earneftly prefled their Majefties to fit down ; 
*vith which they complied, and their ex- 
ample was' followed by the Arehdfjchefs and 
4*me of the ladies; the mm* flood behind; 
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to ferve their ropl'guefts. The Queen 
chofe a flice of cold turkey, which, on being 
cut up, turned out a large piece of lemon 
ice, of the fliape and appearance of a roafted 
turkey. All the other diflies. were ices of 
various kinds, difguifed under the forms, of 
joints of meat, fifh, arid fowl, as above merir 
tioned. The gaiety and good humour of the 
King, the affable and engaging behaviour of 
the royal filters, and the fatisfa&ion which 
beamed from the plump countenance of the 
Lady Abbefs, threw aft ak of cheerfulnefe 
on this fcene ; which was interrupted, how- 
ever* by gleams of melancholy refleftioiy 
which failed- not to dart acrofs the min^, at 
fight of fo many vidims to the pride of fa- 
mily, to avarice, and fuperftition* Many of 
thofe vi&ims. were in the full bloom of 
. health and youth, and fome of them were 
remarkably i^ndfome. There is fomething 
in a nun's drefs which renders the beauty 
of a young woman more intereftiog, than 
i$ in the power of the gayeft, richeft, and 
moft laboured fcrnaments* This certainly 
does not proceed from any thing remarkably 
becoming in, black and whit* flannel* The 
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Lady Abbefs and the elderly nuns made ho ■ 
more impreffion in their veftal robes, than 
thofe ftale forlorn dames, whom you may 
fee difplaying their family jewels and fliri* 
veiled countenances every night at Ranelagh 
or in the fide boxes. The intereft you take 
in a beautiful woman is heightened on feeing 
her in the drefs of a nun, by the oppofitiou 
which you imagine exifts between the life 
to which her rafti voWs have condemned , 
her, and that to which her own unbiaffed 
Inclination would have led her. You are 
moved with pity, which you kndw ift a-kin 
.to love, on feeing a young blooming creature 
doomed to retirement and felf-denial, who 
was formed by nature for fociety and en* 
joyment. 

If we may credit the ancient poets, thofe 
young women who. are confined to a cloifter 
life on any part of this coaft, are more to 
be pitied than they would be under th6 fame 
reftraint elfewhere. They tell us, the very 
air in this part of Italy is repugnant to that 
kind of constitution, and that turn of mind, 
of which it would be peculiarly happy for 
mips to be poffeffed. Propertius intreats hi» 
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cCynihia not to remain too long on a ihofc 
:which he feems to think dangerous to the 
xhafteft maiden. 

Tu modo quamprimum corruptas defere 
Baias— * 

:» * * ****** * * * 

Littora quae fuerant caftis ihimica pueHis.f 

partial afferts, that a woman who cams 
.hither as chafte as Penelope, if Ihe remained 
^any time, would depart as licentious and 
graved as Helen. 

j Penelope venit* abitHelene. 



Thave certainly met with ladies, after they 
had refided fome time at Naples, who, in 

'point of. chara&er and conflitution, wefe 
thought to have a much ftrcnger refem- 

l)lance to Helen than to Penelope ; bat as 
. I have no great faith in the fudden operation 

'of phyfical caufes in matters of this kind, I 
never doubted of thofe ladies having carried 

% »} • 

* I intreat yon to forsake, as soon as possiUe, tae 

corrupt coast of Baia. 

1. * * % 

k : + A coast aaost nnfriendlj to modest maids* < 
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the tame difpofition to Naples that they 
brought from it. Though there ane. not 
wanting thofe who affirm, that the influence 
of 'this feducing climate is evident now, in 
las ftrong a degree as it isdefcribed to have 
been anciently; that.it pervades people of 
.all' ranks and conditions, , and that in the 
convents themfelves ; * '\ 

Even there, where frozen chaftity retires, 
Love finds an altar for forbidden fires. 

Others, who carry their refearches ftill deeper, 
and pretend to have a diftinft knowledge 
of the effeS of aliment through all its changes 
on the human conftitution, think that the 
amorous difpofition imputed to Neapolitans, 
is only in part owing to their voluptuous 
climate, but in a far greater degree to the 
hot, fulphureous nature of their foil, which 
thofe profound naturalifts declare commu- 
nicates its fiery qualities to the j pices : of ver 
getables; thence they are conveyed .to the 
animals who feed on them, and particularly 
to man, whofe nourifhnqent .CQnfifl^^th 
of animal and vqgetajble. ^^.he.mua haye 
m his veins a.^uble jfjfc pf,t^e,fliipulating 

M * 
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particles in queftion. No wonder, there- 
fore, fay thofe nice inveftigators of caufe and 
effect, that the inhabitants of this country 
are more given to amorous indulgences, than 
thofe who are favoured with a cbafter foil 
and a colder climate, 'h ; v 

For my own part, I muff acknowledge, 
that I have feen nothing! fince 1 came to 
Naples, to juftify the general imputations 
above mentioned, or to fupport this, very 
ingenious theory. On the contrary, there 
•are circumftances from which the oppofers 
of this fyftem dVaw very different condu- 
fions; for every fyflem of philofophy, like 
every Minifter of Great Britain, has an op- 
pofition. The gentlemen in oppofition to 
the voluptuous influence of this climate, and 
the fiery effe&s of this' foil, undermine the 
foundation of their antagonifts' theory, by 
aflerting, that, fo far from being of a warmer 
complexion than tHeif neighbours, the Nea- 
politans are of colder confutations, or more 
philofophic in the commandof their paffions* 
than any peopte in Europe. Do not the 
lower oafs of men, fty they, firip thenar 
felves before the hdufeS which front the 
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bay, and bathe in the fea without the 
fmallcft ceremony ? Are not numbers of 
thofe ftout, athletic figures, during the heat 
of the day, fcen walking and fporting on 
the fhore perfe&Iy naked ; and with no 
more idea of fliame, than Adam felt in his 
flate of innocence; while the ladies from 
their coaches, and the fervant maids and 
young girls, who pafs along, contemplate 
this Angular fpeftacle with as little apparent 
emotion as the ladies in Hyde Park behold 
a review of the horfe-guards ? - 

As Sir William and Lady Hamilton are 
preparing to vifit England, and the Duke 
feels no inclination to remain after they 
are gone, we intend to return to Rome in a 
few days. . - 
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:.. . . LETTER LXIX. 
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c *: ' ' : • * * 

z.i' . / : . Rom * 

delayed vifmng Tivoii, Frefcati, and 
J Albano, till our return from Naples. , 
* The Campagna is an uninhabited plain 
-forrounding the city of Rome, bounded on 
one fide by the lea, and on the. other by an 
amphitheatre of hills, crowned with towns, 
Plages, and villas, which form the fineft 
' iandfeapes that can be imagined. The 
anbient Romans were wont to feefc fhelter 
from the fcorching heats of fummer, among 
the woods and lakes of thofe hi 11$ ; and the 
Cardinals and Roman Princes, at the fame 
feafon, retire to their villas ; while many of 
the wealthier fort of citizens take lodgings in 
the villages, during the feafon of gathering 
the vines. 

On the road from Rome to Tivoli, about 
three miles from the latter, ftrangers are 
dcfired to vifjt a kind of lake called Solfatara, 
formerly Lacus Albulus, and th:re fhown 



Digitized by Google 



MANNERS IN ITAXT, Iff 

certain fubftances, to which they give the 
name of Floating Iflands. They are nothing 
elfe than bunches of bulrufhes, fpringing 
from a thin foil, formed by daft and fand 
r blown from the adjacent ground, and glued 
together by the bitumen which fwims on the 
furface of this lake, and the fulphur with 
which its waters are impregnated. Some of 
thefe iflands are twelve or fifteen yards in 
length ; the foil is fufficientty ftrong to bear 
five or fix people, who, by the means of a 
pole, may move to different parts of the lake, 
as if they were in a boat. This lake empties 
itfelf by a whitifli, muddy ft ream, into the 
Teverone, the ancient Anio ; a vapour, of a 
fulphureous fmell, arifing from it as it flows. 
The ground near this rivulet, as alfo around 
the borders of the lake, refounds, as if it 
zwer* hollow, when a horfe gallops over it. 
The water of this lake has the fingular 
quality of covering every fubftauce which it 
touches with a hard, white, ftoney matter. 
On throwing a bundle of final! ftickp or 
<fliriU>8:into it they will, in a few days, ht 
covered with a white cruft ; but what feems 
ftill more extraordinary, :thia<>ien6reiftating 

V 
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quality is not fo ftrong in the lake itfelf, as 
in the canal, or little rivulet that runs from 
it ; and the farther the water has flowed from 
the lake, till it is quite loft in the Anio, the 
ftronger this quality is. Thofe fmall, round 
encruftations, which cover the fand and 
pebbles, refembling fugar plumbs, are called 
Confetti di Tivoli.* Fifties are found in the 
Anio, both above and below Tivoli, till it 
receives the Albula ; after which, during the 
reft of its courfe to the Tiber, there are none. 
The waters of this lake had a high medical 
reputation anciently, but they are in no 
efteem at prefent. 

Near the bottom of the eminence on 
which Tivoli ftands, are the ruins of the vaft 
and magnificent villa built by the emperor 
Adrian. Jn this were comprehended an 
amphitheatre, feveral temples, a library, a 
circus, a naumachia. The emperor alfo gave 
to the buildings and gardens of this famous 
villa the names of the moft celebrated places ; 
as the Academia, the Lycaeum, the Pry- 
taneum of Athens, the Tempe of Theffaly, 

v ; f;Coflftciioa» af Tivoli* fit • •* 



Digitized by Google 



KANNERS IN ITAI*Y. , 273 

and the Elyfian fields and infernal regions of. 
the poets. There were alfo commodious 
apartments for a vaft number of guefts, all 
admirably diftributed, with baths and every 
coriveniency. Every quarter of the world 
contributed to ornament this famous villa, 
whofe fpoils have fince formed the principal 
ornaments of the Campadoglio, the Vatican, 
and the palaces of the Roman Princes. It is 
faid to have been three miles in length, and 
above a mile in breadth. Some Antiquarians 
make it much larger ; but the ruins, now re- 
maining, do not mark a fur face of a quarter 
ef that extent, ■ * * 

At no great diftance, they fhew the place 
to which the Eaftern Queen Zenobia was 
confined, after {he was brought in triumph 
to Rome by the emperor Atireflian. 

The town of Tivoji is now wretchedly 
poor; it boafts however greater antiquity 
.than Rome itfej^ being the ancient Tibur, 
which, Horace informs us, was founded by 
a Grecian, colony. , /v . . , i 

t 

■ 
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• « » ► . 

'Tibur Argaco pbfitum colono 
' J Sit meae fcdes utfflam feneaae.*' 

pvid gives U the fame flrigift, Jn the fourth 
jbo^^fith^F^^ .... 

^Jam mcfenia Tiburis udl ■ «i 
Stabant ; Argolic« quod pofuere rnanus. f 

f 

This was a populous and nourifhing town 
in remoter antiquity ; but it appears to have 
been thinly inhabited in the reign of A tt- 
guftus. Horace, in an epiftle to Maecenas, 

Parvum parva decenU Mihi jam non Regia 

Roma, 
Sed vacuum Tibur placet.l: 

: . * May Tibnr to my latest Honrs, ' * 

Afford a kind, and calm retreat ; '.I it* 
Ti b vi r, beneath whose lofty towers, 
The Grecians flfx'd ttair Wisful seat: 

V •* ' ■ :Cv"t> »*.;(. ' Francis. " 

< 

1 f The walls of tlie moist Tibnr then stood, which 
was founded by the Gxeeks . i : > i t 

t For little works become their little fate, 
And every age, not Rome's imperial seat, 

¥ ¥ ' ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ 

; 1 Bot Tibur'a solitude my taste can please. 



* 4 
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Though the town itfelf was not populous, 
the beauty of the fituation, and whole- 

fomenefs of the air, prompted great numbers 

* 

ofilluftrious Romans, both before the final 
deftru&ion of the Republic, and afterwards 
in Auguftus's time, to build country-houfes 
in the neighbourhood. Julius Caefar had t a 
villa here, which he was under the neceffiry 
of felling to defray the expenceof the public 
fhows and games he exhibited to the people 
during his ^Edilefliip. Plutarch fays, that 
his liberality and magnificence, on this occa- 
fion, obfcured the glory of all who had pre- 
ceded him in the office, and gained the 
hearts of the people to fuch a degree, that 
they were ready to invent new offices and new 
honours for him. He then laid the foun- 
dation of that power and popularity which 
enabled him, in the end, to overturn the coiir 
ftitution of his country. CaiusCaffiushadalfo 
a country-houfe here, where Marcus Brutus 
and he are faid to have had frequent meetings, 
and to have formed the plan which termt- 
.nated the ambition of Caefar, and again of- 
fered to Rome that freedom which flie had 
not the virtue to accept Here alfo was the 
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villa of Auguftus, whofe fuccefs in life arofe 
at the field of Philippi, from which he fled, 
was confirmed by the death of the mod 
virtuous citizens of Rome, and who, without 
the talents, reaped (he fruits of the labours 
and vaft projefis of Julius. Lepidus the 
Triumvir, Caecilius Metellus", Qnintilius 
Varus, the poets Catullus and Propertius, 
and other d ftinguifhed Romans, had villas 
in this town or its environs ; and you are 
fhewn the fpots on which they ftood : but 
nothing renders Tibur fo inteiefting, as the 
frequent mention which Horace makes of it 
in his writings. His great patron arid friend 
Mscenas had a villa here, the rain's x of which 
are to be feen on the fouth bank of the Anio ; 
and it was pretty generally fuppofed, that 
the poet's own houfe and farm were very 
near it, and immediately without the. Walls 
of Tibur; but it has been of late afferted, 
with great probability, that Horace's farm 
was fituated nine miles above that of Mae- 
cena's, at the fide of a ftream called Liccnza, 
formerly Digentia, near the hill Lucretilis, 
in the country of the ancient Sabines. Thofc 
who hold this opinion fay, that when Ho- 
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race talks of Tibur, he alludes to the villa 
of Maecenas ; but when he mentions Di- 
gentia, or Lucretilis, his own houfe and 
farm are to be underftood ; as in the eigh- 
teenth Epiftle of the firft book, 
» 

Me quoties reficit gelidus Digentia rivus, 
Quern Mandela bibrt, rugofus frigore pagus ; 
Quid fentire putas, quid credis, amice, precari?* 

the feventeenth Ode of the firfl book, 

Velox amaenum faepe Lucretilem 
Mutat Lycaeo Faunas ; t 

and in other paflages. But whether the 
poet's houfe and farm : were ne*r, the town 
of Tibtfr, or at a diftance from it, his writ- 
ings fufficiently £how that he fpent much of 
his time there ; and it is probable that he 
eompofed great part of his works in that fa- 
vourite retreat. This he himfelf in fome 
♦ 

* When retired to the cool stream of Digentia, 
which supplies the cold village of Mandela with 
water ; what, my friend , do you imagine, are my 
sentiments and wishes ? 

t Pan from Arcadia's heights descends, 
To visit oft my rural seat 

Francis*. 

* 
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njeafufe detlares, in that find Ode addreffetf 
to Julius Antonius, fon of Mark Antony, 
jby Fulvia ; the farrie whom Auguftus firil 
pardoned, and- afterwards put privately tb 
death, on account of an intrigue info Which 
Antonius was feduced by f the ^bap^ed 
Julia, daughter of Auguflw. , u ] 7 : , 
: Ego, apis Matinab • , .is.v.* ,>.^i 

: More modoque, ; , t ... ,} 3f j| . 

Grata carpentis thyma per laborem 
Plurimum, circa nemus tirtdique 
Tibuns ripas* operofa parvus " • ' * ri 
e '; • .Car^ira fingo • . „; >; 

;i If you ever come to Tivolij leti* not be 
with a numerous parly ; coifte c alond, or 
Vith a fihgie friend, and be fure - to p*ut 
ybuf Horace m your 1 pocket* You will 
Wad him here with more enthufiafm than 
*Ifewhere ; ; you- Will imagine ybtt fee the 

«' * Bat as a wbichnhvo'tflershady giovtt, x 
c - ' Feeble of wing, with idle murmurs iwfmf'idi w 
V 6Hs en the b\*m, *nd with iinccnsing tc^U; m 
From the sweet thyme extract* his flawfyf tfpoil, 
So I, weak hard ! round JTijmr's Juc*4 sp^ng, 
Of humble strain laborious verses. sipg t ^ 
A , ' " Francis. 

1 
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philofophic ,poet watering* among the 
gjiW.es, fome times calmly meditating hi$ 
moral precepts, pnd fonpetjmes his eye in a 
fine /r^%/ .rpUi^g. with all the fire of poetic 
enthufiaftm If Tivoli had nothing elfe tQ 
recommended it but its being fo often fung 
by the. 010ft elegant of the poets, and it* 
having been the reftdence of fo many illuf- 
trious men, thefecircumftances alone would 
render it worthy the attention of travellers ; 
but it will alfo be interefting to many on 
account of its cafcade, the Sibyl's Temple, 
and the Villa Eftenfe. 

The river Anio, deriving its fource from 
a part of the Apennines, fifty miles above 
Tivoli, glides through a plain till it comes 
near that town, when it is confined for a 
/hortfpace between two hills, covered with 
groves. Thefe were fuppofed to have been 
the refidence of the Sibyl Albunea, to whom 
the temple was dedicated. The river, rnqx^r 
ing with augmented rapidity as it$ channel 
is confined, at length ru&es headlong over 
a lofty precipice ; the noifeof its fall refounds 
through the ; hills and groves of Tivoli ; a 
liquid clo,ud arifes from the foaming water, 
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which afterwards divides into riumberlefs 
fmall cafcades, waters feveral orchards, and, 
having gained the plain, flows quietly for 
the reft of its courfe, till it lofes itfelf in the 
Tiber. It is not furprifmg that the follow- 
ing lines have been fo often quoted by thofe 
who vifit the Sibyl's Temple, becaufe they 
delineate, in the moft expreffive manner, 
fome of the principal features of the coun- 
try around it. 

Me nec tarn patiens Lacedaemon, 
Nec tam JLariflae percufiit campus opimae, 

Quam domus Albuneae refonantis, 
Et praeceps Anio, et Tiburni lucus, ut uda 

Mobilibus pomaria rivis.* 

The elegant and graceful form of the 

beautiful little temple I have fo often men*- 

• *. * * 

tioned, indicates its having been built when 
the arts were in the higheft ftate of petv 

• 

* But me not patient Lacedaemon charms, 
Not fair Larissa with such transport warms, 
As pare Atbuneas' rock resounding source, 
And rapid Anio, headlong in its coarse, . 
Or Tilmr, fenced bj groves from solar beams, 

And fruitful orchards bath'd by ductile streams, 

\ * t . ■ 

FlUKCBJj 



* 



Digitized 



MANNERS IN ITALY. , 

* 

fe&ion at Rome. Its proportions are not 
more happy than its fituation on a point 
of the mountain fronting the great caf- 
cade. 

Before they take their leave of Tivoli, 
ftrangers ufually vifit the Villa Eftenfe, be- 
longing to the Duke of Modena. It was 
built by Hippolitus of Efte, Cardinal of 
Ferrara, and brother to the duke of that 
name ; but more diftinguifhed by being the 
perfon to whom Ariofto addretfed his poem 
of Orlando Furiofo. The houfe itfelf is not 
in the fineft ftyle of archite&ure. There 

• 

are many whimfical waterworks in the 
gardens. Thofe who do not approve of the 
tafte of their conftru&ion, ftill owe them 
fome degree of refpedt, on account of their 
being the firtt grand waterworks in Eu- 
rope ; much more ancient than thofe of Ver- 
failles. The fituation is noble, the terraces 
lofty, the trees large and venerable ; an4 
though the ground is not laid out to the 
greateft advantage, yet the whole has a {Ink- 
ing air of magnificence and grandeur, 
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LETTER LXX. 

« * 

, > Home. 

Frescati is an agreeable village on the 
declivity of a hill, about twelve miles from 
Rome, It derives itt name from the cool- 
nefs of the air, andfre/b verdure of the fields 
around. It is a bifhop's fee, and always 
poffefled by one of the fix eldeft Cardinals. 
At prefent it belongs to the Cardinal Duke 
of York, who, whether in the country or 
at Rome, pafles the greateft part of his time 
in the duties and ceremonies of a religion, 
of whofe truth he feems to have the fulleft 
convi&ion ; and who, living himfelf in great 
fimplicity, and not in the ufual ftyle of Car- 
dinals, fpends a large proportion of his re- 
venue in a£ts of charity and benevolence ; 
the world forgetting, by the world forgot, ex- 
cept by thofe who enjoy the comforts of 
life through his bounty. 

Tivoli was the favourite refidence of the 
ancient, Romans. The moderns give the 

' preference 
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* preference to Frcfcati, in whofe neighbour- 
hood fome of the moil magnificent viflas in 
Italy are fituated. 

The villa Aldobrandini, called alfo Bel- 
vedere, is the moft remarkable, on account 
of its fine fituation, extenfive gardens, airy- 
terraces, its grottos, cafcades, and waterworks. 
Over a faloon, near the grand cafcade, is the 
following infcription : 

HUC EGO' MIGRAVI MUSIS COMITATUS 
APOLLO, 

HIC DELPHI, HIC HELICON, HIC MIHI 
DELOS EHJT * 

The walls are adorned with a reprefentatioti 
of Apollo and the Mufes; and fome of that 
God's adventures are painted in Frefco by 
Domenichino, particularly the manner in 
which he treated Marfyas. This, in my 
humble opinion, had better been omitted/ 
both becaufe it is a drftgreeable fubje£l for a 
* pi&ure, and becaufe it does no honour to 
Apollo. Marfyas upqueftionably was ant 
objedk of contempt and ridicule, on account 

* Hither I, Apollo, have come, accompanied by 
the Muses. This shall henceforth be our Delphos, 
Delos, and Helicon. 

VOL. II. N 
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of his prefumption ; but the punifhment 
. faid to have been inflidted on him exceeds 
all bounds, and renders the infhdtor more 
deteftable in our eyes than the infolent Satyr 
himfelf. This ftory is fo very much out of 
character, and fo unlike the elegant God of 
Poetry and Mufic, that I am inclined to fuf- 
pe6t it is not true. There is a report, 
equally incredible, which has been propa- 
gated by malicious people, concerning his 
fifter Diana ; 1 do not mean her rencounter 
with Adtaeon, for the Goddefs of Chaftity 
may, without inconfiftency, be fuppofed 
cruel, but it is quite impoffible to reconcile 
her general chara&er with the ftories of her 
,no6turnal vifits to Endymion. 

The villa Ludovifi is remarkable for its 
gardens and waterworks. The hills on 
which Frefcati is fituated, afford great abun- 
dance of water, a circumftance of which 
the owners of thofe villas have profited, all 
of them being ornamented with fountains, 
cafcades, or water-works of fome kind or 
other. 

The villa Taverna, belonging to the 
Prince Borghefe, is one of the fineft and 
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bed: furniflied of any in the neighbour- 
hood of Rome. From this you afcend 
through gardens to Monte Dracone, ano- 
ther palace on a more lofty fituation, be- 
longing alfo to that Prince, and deriving 
its name from the arms of his family. 
The ancient city of Tufculum is fuppofed 
to have flood on the fpot, or very near it, 
where Frefcati is now built ; and at the dif- 
tance of about a mile and a half, it is gene- 
rally believed, was the Tufculan villa of Ci- 
cero, at a place now called Grotta Ferrata. 
Some Greek monks of the order of St. Ba- 
fil; flying from the perfection of the Sara- 
cens, in the eleventh century, were per- 
mitted to build a convent on the ruins of 
Cicero's famous houfe. They ftill perform 
the fervice in the Greek language. 

Whichever way you walk from Frefcati, 
you have the molt delightful fcenes before 
you. I paffed two very agreeable days, 
wandering through the gardens, and from 
villa to villa. The pleafure of our party 
was not a little augmented by the obferva- 

tions of Mr. B , a lively old gentleman 

from Scotland, a man of worth, but no an- 
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tiquarian, and indeed not admirer of any 
thing, ancient or modern, which has not 
fome relation to his native country ; but to 
balance that indifference, he feels the warm- 
eft regard for every thing which has. We 
extended our walks as far as the lake of 
Nemi, a bafon of water lying in a very deep 
bottom, about four miles in circumference, 
whofe furrounding hills are covered with 
tall and fhady trees. Here 

1 

. Black Melancholy fits, and round her throws 
A death like filence, and a dread repofe ; 

. Her gloomy prefence faddens all the fcene, 
Shades every flower, and darkens every green. 

I never faw a place more formed for con* 
templation and folemn ideas. In ancient 
times there was a temple here, facred to 
Diana. The lake itfelf was called Specu- 
lum Dianas, and Lacus Tiiviae, and is;thc 
place mentioned in the feventh Book of the 
uEneid, where the Fury Ale£to is defcribed 
blowing the trumpet of war, at whofe dread- 
ful found the woods and mountains fhook, 
and mothers, trembling for their children, 
preffed them to their bofoms. 
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Contremuitnemus,et fylvac intonuere profunda^ 

Audiit et Triviae longus lacus * 

Et trepidae matres preflere ad peftore natus.f 

w 

\ 

We returned by Genfano, Marino, La 
Riccia, and Cartel Gondolfo. All the villages 
and villas I have named communicate with 
each -other by fine walks and avenues of 
lofty trees whofe intermingling branches 
form a continued (hade for the traveller. 
Cartel Gondolfo is a little village near the 
lake Albano, on one extremity of which is a 
caftle, belonging to his Holinefs, from which 
the village takes its name ; there is nothing 
remarkably fine in this villa, except its 
lituation. Near the village of Cartel Gon- 
dolfo is the villa Barbarini, within the gar- 

* The intervening words are cold, and not much 
connected with the fine line which concludes the 
quotation. 

f Th e woods all thunder'd, and the mountains shook, 
The lake of Trivia heard the note profound, 

¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ 
¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ 
¥¥¥¥¥¥ 

Pale at the. piercing call, the mothers prest 
With thrieks their starting infants to the breast. 

PlTT f 
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dens of which are> the ruins of an immenfe 
palace, built by the Empetor Domitian. 
Th'ere is a charming walk, about a mite 
in' length, along the fide of the lake from 
Cartel Gondolfo to the town of Albano, 
The lake of Albano is an oval piece of 
water of about feven or eight miles circum- 
ference, whofe margin is finely adorned 
with groves and trees of various verdure, 
beautifully reflected from the tranfparent 
bofom of the lake ; and which, with the 
furrOunding- hills, and the Caftel Gondolfo, 
which crowns one of them, has a fine 
pidturefque effe6t. ; 
* The grand fcale on which the beauties of 
nature appear in Switzerland and the Alps, 
has been confidered by fome as too vaft for 
the pencil ; but among the fweet hills and 
vallies of Italy, her features are brought 
nearer the eye, are fully feen and under- 
ftood, and appear in all the bloom of rural 
lovelinefs. Tivoli, Albano, and Frefcati, 
therefore, are the favourite abodes of the 
laridfcape-painters who travel to this cpuntry 
for improvement; and, in the opinion of 
fome, thofe delightful villages furnifh ftudies 
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better fuited to the powers of their art,. than 
even Switzerland itfelf. Nothing can furpafs 
the admirable affemblage of hills, meadows, * 
lakes, cafcades, gardens, ruins, groves, and 
terraces, which charm the eye, as you wander 
among the (hades of Frefcati and Albano, 
which appear in new beauty as' they are 
viewed from different points, and captivate 
the beholder with endlefs variety. One 
reflection obtrudes itfelf on the mind, and 
difturbs the fatUfa&ion which fuch pleafmg 
fcenes would otherwife produce; it ariles 
from beholding the poverty of infinitely 
the greater part of the inhabitants of thofe - 
villages. — Not that they feem miferable or 
difcontented — a few roalted chefnuts, and 
fome bunches of grapes, which he may have 
for a penny, will maintain an Italian peafant 
a whole day ; but the eafier they are fatisfied, 
and the lefs repining they are, the more 
earneftly do we wifh that they were better 
provided for. Good heavens ! why ftiould fo 
much be heaped on a few, whom profufion 
cannot fatisfy ; while a bare competency is 
withheld from multitudes, when penury 
cannot render difcontented? 
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The moil commanding view is from the 
garden oT a convent of Capuchins, at no 
•great diilance from Albano. Dire&ly before 
you is the lake, with the mountains and 
woods which furround it, and the caftle of 
Gondolfo ; on one hand is Frefcati with all 
its villas ; on the other, the towns of Albano, 
La Riccia, and.Genfano; beyond thefe you 
have an uninterrupted view of theCampagna, 
with St. Peter's church and the city of 
Rome in the middle ; the whole profpedl 
being bounded by the hills of Tivoli, the 
Apennines, and the Mediterranean. 

While we contemplated all thefe obje£ts 
with pleafure fcnd admiration, an Englifh 
gentleman of the party faid to Mr. B — — , , 
" There is not a profpeft equal to this in 
" all Trance or Germany, and not many 
u fuperior even in England." " That I well 
u believe," replied the Caledonian ; 41 but if 

I had you in Scotland, 1 could fhew you 
M feveral with which this, is by no means to 
" be compared." " Indeed ! Pray in what 
u part of Scotland are they to be feen . 
u I prefume you never was at the calle of 
w Edinburgh, Sir?" "Never." "Or at 
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"Stirling?" "Never." "Did you ever 
«* fee Loch Lomond, Sir ?" " I never did." 
u I fuppofe I need not a(k, whether you 
" have ever been in Aberdeenftiire, or the 
" Highlands, or— " " I muft confefs once 
" for all," interrupted the Englifliman, 
" that I have the misfortune never to have 
" feen any part of Scotland." " Then I 
'* u am not furprifed," faid the Scot, taking a 
large pinch of fnuff, " that you think this 
11 the fineft view you ever faw.'* " I pre- 
" fume you think thofe in Scotland a great 
" deal finer V 9 " A very great deal indeed, 
" Sir; why that lake, for example, is a 
" pretty thing enough ; I dare fwear, many 
u an Englifh nobleman would give a good 
4t deal to have fuch another before his houfe ; 
u but Loch Lomond is thirty miles in 
M length, Sir ! there are above twenty 
" iflands in it, Sir ! that is a lake for you. 
44 As for their defert of a Campagna, as 
M they call it, no man who has eyes in 
" his head, Sir, will compare it to the fertile 
" valley of Stirling, with the Forth, the 
" mod beautiful river in Europe, twining 
u through it." " Do you really, in your 
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u confcience, imagine," faid the Englifti- 
man, " that the Forth is a finer river than 
" the Thames?" " The Thames !" ex- 
claimed the North Briton ; " why, my 
" dear Sif, the Thames at London is a mere 
u gutter, \n companion of the Frith of 
$i Forth at Edinburgh M " I fuppofe, then,** 
faid the Englishman, recovering himfelf, 
u you do not approve of the view from 
" Windfor Caftle?" " I afk your pardon," 
replied the other; " I approve of it very 
M much ; it is an exceeding pretty kind of a 
11 profpeft ; the country appears from it as 
u agreeable to the fight as any plain flat 
" country crowded with trees, and inter- 
fe&ed by inclofiires can well do ; but I 
" own I am of opinion, that mere fertilfe 
" fields, woods, rivers, and meadows, can 
M never, of themfelves, perfe&ly fatisfy the 
14 eye." " You imagine, no doubt," faid 
the Englishman, €k that a few heath-covered 
" mountains and rocks embellifh a country 
" very much ?" u I am precifely of that 
" opinion," faid the Scot ; " and you 
f< will as foon convince me that a woman 
u may be completely beautiful with -fine 
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4i ^ye$, good teeth, and a fair compJexion, 
M though (he (hould not have a on her 
c< face, as that a landfcape, or country, can 
" be completely beautiful without a moun- 
" tain." " Well, but here are mountains 
" enough," refumed the other ; " look 
" around you." " Mountains ! " cried the 
Caledonian, " very pretty mountains, truly T * 
« They call that Cartel Goniolfo of theirs 
" a calUe too, and a palace, forfooth ! but 
" does that make it a refidence fit for a 

< 

" Prince ?" M Why, upon my word, I 
do not think it much amifs," faid the 
other; M it looks full as well as the palace 
" of St. James's." " The palace of St. 
4i James's," exclaimed the Scot, " is a 
u fcandal to the nation : it is both a 
" fhame and a fin, that fo great a monarch 
M as the King of Scotland, England, and 
u Ireland, with his royal confort, and their 
M large family of fmall children, ihould 
" live in a fliabby old cloifter, hardly good 
u enough for monks. The palace of Ho- 
#< lyrood-houfe, indeed, is a refidence meet 
" for a king." " And the gardens ; pray 
M what fort of gardens have you belonging. 
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" to that palace ?" faid the Englifliman ; I 
" have been told you do not excel in thofe." 
" But we excel in gardeners," replied the 
other, " which are as much preferable as the 
u creator is preferable to the created." " I 
" am furpnfed, however," rejoined the South 
Briton, " that in a country like yours, where 
M there are fo many creators, fo very few 
" fruit-gardens are created." 11 Why, Sir, 
" it is not to be expe&ed," faid Mr. B — 
44 that any one country will excel in every 
41 thing. Some enjoy a climate more fa- 
M vourable for peaches, and vines, and nec- 
" tarines ; but, by G — , Sir, no country on 
" earth produces better men and women: - 
41 than Scotland-" " I dare fay' none does," 
replied the other, " So as France excels 
" in wine, England in wool and oxen, 
" Arabia in horfes, and other countries in 
u other animals, you imagine Scotland ex- 
" eels all others in the human fpecies." 
u What 1 faid, Sir, was, that the human 
u fpecies in no country excel thofe in Scot- 
" land, and that I affert again, and will 
" maintain, Sir, to my laft gafp." ",1 do 
i 1 not intend to deny it," faid the En- 
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glifliman ; "but you will permit me to 
" obferve, that men being its ftaple com- 
u modity, it muft be owned that Scotland 
u carries on a hi ifk trade ; for I know no 
" country that has a greater exportation ; you 
u will find Scotchmen in all the countries of 
" the world." " So much the better for 
u all the countries of the world," faid Mr. 

B ; u for every body knows That the 

14 -Scotch cultivate and improve the arts 
" and fciences wherever they go." M They 
" certainly improve their own fortunes 
" wherever they go," rejoined the other : 
— like their gardeners, though they 
u can create little or nothing at home, 
" they often create very good fortunes in 
u other countries; and this is one reafon of 
u our having the pleafure of fo much of 
11 their company in London." " Whe- 
14 ther it affords you pleafure or not, Sir, 
" nothing can be more certain," replied 
the Scot in the moft ferious tone, " than 
" that you may improve very much by their 
" company and example. But there are 
" various reafons," continued he, " for fo 
" many of my countrymen fojourning in 
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44 London. That city is now, in fome 
44 meafure, the capital of Scotland as well 
44 as of England. The feat of government 
44 is there ; the King of Scotland, as well as 
44 of England, refides there ; the Scotch. 
•* nobility and gentry have as good a right 
44 to be near the perfon of their Sovereign 
44 as the Englifti ; and you mud allow, 
" that, if fome Scotchmen make fortunes 
44 in England, many of our bell eftates are 
44 alfo fpent. there. . But you mean to fay, 
44 that the Scotch in general are poor, in 
44 comparifon of the English. This we do 
14 not deny, and cannot poffibly forget, 
44 your countrymen refrefh our memories 

- 

44 with it fo often. We allow, therefore, 
44 that you have this advantage over us ; — 
44 and the Perfians had the fame over the 
44 Macedonians at the battle of Arbela. 
44 But, whether Scotland, be poor or rich, 
44 thofe Scots who fettle in England muft 
44 carry induftry, talents, or wealth with 
<4 them, otherwife they will ftarve there as 
44 well as elfewhere ; and when one country 
44 draws citizens of this defcription from 
44 another, I leave you to judge which ha* 



Digitized by Google 



MANNERS IN ITALY. 3o3 

M the moft reafon to complain. And let 
44 me tell you, Sir, upon the whole, the 
44 advantages which England derives from 
14 the Union, are manifeft and manifold." 
44 I cannot fay," replied the Englifhman, 
44 that I have thought much on this fubjeft ; 
44 but I fhall be obliged to you if you will 
44 enumerate a few of them." 44 In the 
44 firft place," returned the Scot, 44 Has (he 
44 not grearly increafed in wealth fince that 
44 time ?" 44 She has fo," replied the other, 
fmiling, 44 and 1 never knew the real caufe 
44 before." <4 In the next place, Has fhe 
14 not acquired a million and a half of fub- 
44 jefts, who otherwife would h ve been 
44 with her enemies ? For this, and other 
* 4 reafons, they are equivalent to three mil* 
14 lions. In the third place, Has fhe not 
44 acquired fecuriry ? without which, riches 
44 are of no value, 'f here is no door open 
44 now, Sir, by which the French can enter 
44 into your country. They dare as foon 

4< be d as attempt to invade Scotland ; 

44 fo if you can defend your own coaft, 
44 there is no fear of you; but without 
4< a perfect union with Scotland/ England 
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u could not enjoy the principal benefit fhe 
" derives from her infular fituation. " 

♦ ♦ 

" Not till Scotland fhould be fubdued," 
faid the Englifhman. " Subdued !" repeated^ 
the aftonifhed Scot ; " let me tell you, Sir, 
11 that is a very ftrange hypothefis; the 
" fruitlefs attempts of many centuries might 
" have taught you that the thing is impof- 
H fible ; and, if you are converfant in hif- 
" tory, you will find, that, after the de- 
11 cline of the.Roman Empire, the courfe 
" of conqueft was from the North to the 
" South: 9 " You mean," faid the South 
Briton, u that Scotland would have con- 
u quered England," " Sir," replied the 
other, " I think the Englifh as brave a 

• 

M nation as ever exifted, and therefore I 
11 will not fay that the Scotch are braver ; 
" far lefs fhalt I aflert, that they> confiding 
M of only a fifth part of the numbers, could 
" fubdue the Englifh ; but I am fure, that 
u rather thdn fubmit they would try ; and 
" you will admit that the trial would be no 
44 advantage to either country." " Although 
" I am fully convinced," faid the Englifh- 
man, * how the experiment would end, I 
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M fliould be forry to fee it made, parti- 
" cularly at this time. 0 44 Yet, Sir," re- 
joined the Scot, 44 there are people of your 
14 country, as I am told, who, even at 
" this time, endeavour to exafperate the 
44 minds of the inhabitants of one part of 
41 Great Britain againft the natives of the 
44 other, and to create diffenfion between 
44 two countries, whofe mutual fafety de- 
14 pen c!s on their good agreement ; two 
countries whom Nature herfelf, by fe- 
u parating them from the reft of the world, 
44 and encircling them with her azure bond 
44 of union, feems to have intended for one." 
14 1 do affure you, my good Sir," faid the 
Englifli Gentleman, 14 I am not of the 
44 number of thofe who wifh to raife fuch 
44 diflenfion. I love the Scotch ; I always 
44 thought them a fenfible and gallant people; 
44 and fome of the moft valued friends I 
44 have on earth, are of your country. '* 
44 You are a man of honour and difcern* 
44 meot," faid the Caledonian, feizing him 
eagerly by the hand ; 44 and I proteft, 
' 44 without prejudice or partiality, that 1 
44 never knew a man of that character who 
41 was not of your way of thinking." 
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LETTER LXXI. 



Florence. 

arrived in this city the third day 
after leaving Rome, though I have delayed 
writing till now. I vviftied to know fomething 
of the place, and to be a little acquainted 
with the people. The laft is not difficult ; 
becaule the Florentines are naturally affable, 
and the hofpitality and politenefs of the 
Britifti Minifter afford his countrymen fre- 
quent opportunities of forming an acquain- 
tance with the bed company in Florence. This 
gentleman has been here about thirty years, 
and is greatly efteemed by the Florentines. 
It is probably owing to this circumftance, 
and to the magnificent ftile in which fome 
Englifh Noblemen live, who have long 
rcfided here, that the Englifh, in general, 
are favourites with the inhabitants of this 
place. Lord Cooper's conduit and difpofition 
confirm them in the opinion they long have 
had of the good nature and integrity of the 
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nation to which he belongs. His Lady 
is of an amiable chara&er, and affords 
them a very favourable fpechnen of Englifh 
beautyr 

We have had no opportunity of feeing 
the Grand Duchefs. She is of a domeftic 
turn, and lives much in the country with 
her children, of which (he has a comfortable 
number ; but the Grand Duke having come 
to town for two days, we had the honour 
of being prefented to him at the Palazzo 
Ptffft There is a ftriking refemblance of 
each other in all the branches of the Auftrian 
family. Wherever T had met with the Grand 
Djke, I fhould immediately have known 
that he belonged to it. He, as well as his 
brother who refidcs at Milan, has, in a 
remaikable degree, the thick lip ; which has 
long been a diftinguifhing feature in the 
Auftrian family. He is a handfome man, is 
rapid in his words and motions, and has more 
vivacity in his manner than either the 
Emperor or Archduke ; like them he is 
good humoured, condefcending, and affable. 
After the exiin&ion of the Medici family, 
the Florentines grumbled on account of the 
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difadvantage and inconveniency of having 
Sovereigns who did not refide among them. 
They exclaimed that their money was carried 
away to a diftant country, and'the moft pro- 
fitable offices at home filled by foreigners. 
They have now got a Sovereign who 
refides and fpend* his revenue among them, 
and has provided the State moft plentifully in 
heirs ; yet they ftf If grumble. They complain 
of the taxes — But in what country of 
Europe is there not the fame complaint? 

Florence is, unqueftionably, a very beau- 
tiful city. Independent of the churches and 
palaces, fome of which are very magnificent, 
the archite&ure of the houfes in general is 
in a good tafte, the ftreets are remarkably 
clean, and paved with large broad ftones, 
chifelled* fo as t& prevent the horfes from 
Aiding. This city is divided into two unequal 
parts by the river Arno, over which there 
are no lefs than four bridges in fight of each 
other. That called the Ponte della Triniti, 
is uncommonly elegant. It is built entirely 
of white marble, and ornamented with four 
beatiful ftatues, representing the Four 
Seafons. The quays, the buildings on each 
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fide, and the bridges, render that part of 
Florence through which the river runs7 by- 
far the fined. The fame is the cafe at Paris ; 
and it happens fortunately for thofe two 
cities, that thofe parts are almoft conftantly 
before the eye, on account of the neceffity 
people are continually under of paffing and 
repaffing thofe bridges ; whereas in London, 
whofe river and bridges are far fuperior to 
any in France or Italy, people may live whole 
feafons, attend all the public amufements, 
and drive every day from one end of the 
' town to the other,, without ever feeing the - 
Thames or the bridges, unlefs they go on 
purpofe. For this reafon, when a foreigner is 
afkcd, which he thinks the fineft city, Paris 
or London ? the moment Paris is mentioned, 
the Louvre, and that ftriking part which is 
fituated between the Pont Royal and Pont 
Neuf, prefents itfelf to his imagination. He 
can recollect no part of London equal in 
magnificence to this ; and, ten to one, if he 
decides dire&ly, it will be in favour of Paris : 
but if he takes a little more time, and 
c compares the two capitals, ftreet by ftreet, 
fquare by fquare, and bridge with bridge, 
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he will ptobably be of a different opinion. 
The number of inhabitants in Florence is 
calculated by fome at eighty thoufand. The 
ftieets, fquares, and fronts of the palaces 
are adorned with a great number of (latues ; 
fome of them by the bed modern maftcrs, 
Michael Angefo, Bandinelli, Donatello, 
Giovanni di Bologna, Benvenuto Cellini, 
and others. A tafte for the arts muft be 
kept alive, independent almoft of any other 
encouragement, in a city where fo many 
fpecimens are continually before the eyes 
of the inhabitants. There are towns in 
Europe where ftatues, expofed night and 
day within the reach of the common people, 
would run a greater rifque of being disfigured 
and mutilated ; here they are as fafe as if 
they were (hut up in the Great Duke's 
gallery. 

Florence has been equally diftinguifhed 
by a fpirit for commerce and for the fine 
arts : two things which are not always 
united. Some of the Florentine merchants 
formerly were men of vafl wealth, and 
lived in a mod magnificent manner. One 
of them, about the middle of the fifteenth 
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century, built that noble fabric, which, 
from the name of its founder, is ftill called 
the Palazzo Pitti. The man was ruined by 
the prodigious expence of this building, 
which was immediately purchalcd by the 
Medici family, and has continued, ever 
fince, to be the refidence of the Sovereigns. 
The gardens belonging to this palace are on 
the declivity of an eminence. On the 
fummit there is a kind of fort called Bel- 

- vedere. From this, and from fome of the 
higher walks, you have a complete view of 
the city of Florence, and the beauteous vale 
of Arno, in the middle of which it ftands. 
The profpedt is bounded on every fide by 

" an amphitheatre of fertile hills, adorned 
with country- houfes and gardens.- In Tto 
part of Italy that I have feen, are there fo 
many villas, belonging to private perfons, 
as in the neighbourhood of this city ; the 
habitations of the peafants likewife feem 
much more neat { - and commodious. The 
country all around is divided into fmali 
farms, with a neat farm-houfe on each. 
Tufcany produces a confiderable quantity 
of conn as well as excellent wine, and great 
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quantities of filk. The peafants have a 
look of health and contentment : the natu- 
ral beauty of the Italian countenance not 
being difgraced by dirt, or deformed by 
mifery, the women in this country feem 
handfomer and are in reality, more bloom- 
ing than in other parts of Italy, When 
at work, or when they bring their goods to 
xnaiket, their hair is confined by a filk net, 
which is alfo much worn at Naples ; but on 
holidays they drefs in a very pi6turefque 
manner. They do not wear gowns, but a 
kind of jacket without fleeves. They have 
no other covering for the upper part of the 
arm but their fhift fleeves, which are tied 
with ribband. Their petticoats aie gene- 
rally of a fcarlet colour. They wear ear- 
rings and necklaces. Their hair is adjufted 
in a becoming manner, and adorned with 
flowers. Above one ear they fix a little 
flraw hat, and on the whole have a more 
gay, fmart, a>4uetifti air, than any country- 
girls I ever faw. ... 

Churches, and palaces, and ftatues, are no 
doubt ornamental to a city ; and the princes 

are praife- worthy who have taken pains to 

rear 

» 
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rear and colled* them ; but the greateft of 
all ornaments are cheerful, happy, living 
countenances. The tafte is not general ; 
tut, I thank God, I know fome people 
who, to a perfe<5t knowledge and unaffeited 
love of the fine arts, join a paffion for a 
collection of this kind, who cannot, without 
uneafinefs, fee one face in a different ftyle, 
- and whofe lives and fortunes are employed 
in fmoothing tlie corrofions of penury and 
misfortune, and reflating the original air of 
fatisfa&ion and cheerfulnefs to the human 
countenance. Happy the people whofe So- 
vereign is infpired with this fpecies of vertu4 



LETTER LXXII. 

. Florence* 

* » • 

I have generally, fince our arrival at Flo- 
rence, paCTed two hours every forenoon ill 
the famous gallery. Connoiffeurs, and 
thofe who wifh to be thought fuch, remain 

VOL. II. • 

( 



Digitized by Google 



3l4 VIEW OF SOCIETY AND 

s 

much longer. But I plainly feel this is 
euough for me ; and I do not think it 
worth while to prolong my vifit after I be- 
gin to be tired, merely to be thought what 
I am not. Do not imagine, however, that 
1 am blind to the beauties of this celebrated 
colleftion ; by far the mod valuable now in 
the world. 

One of the mod interefting parts of it, 
in the eyes of many, is the feriesof Roman 
Emperors, from Julius Caefar to Gallienus, 
with a confiderable number of their Em- 
prefles, arranged oppofite to them. This 
feries is almoft complete ; but wherever the 
buft of an emperor is wanting, the place is 
filled up by that of fome other diftinguiftied 
Roman. Such an honour is beftowed with 
great propriety on Seneca, Cicero, or 
Agrippa, the fon-in-law of Auguftus. But, 
on perceiving a head of Antonius, the fa- 
vourite of Adrian, among them, a gen- 
tleman whifpered me, — that minion, point- 
ing to the head, would not have been ad* 
mitted into fuch company any where but 
in Florence. It ought, however, to be 
remembered, that the Gallery is not an 
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■^Egyptian court of judicature, where Princes 
are tried after death, for crimes committed 
during their life. If the vices of originals 
had excluded their portraits, what would 
have become of the feries of Roman Em- 
perors, and particularly of the buft of the 
great Julius himfelf, who was hufband to all 
the wives and ta^feio alLrtka* tuasbatOs 

- - - - The gallery is facred 
to art, and every production which fhe 
avows has a right to a place here. 

Amidft thofe noble ipecimens of ancient 
fculpture, fome of the works of Michael 
Angelo are not thought undeferving a place. 
His Bacchus and Fkunus, of which the 
■well - known ftory is told, have been by 
fome preferred to the two antique figures 
reprefenting the fame. 

The beautiful head of Alexander is uni- 
verfally admired by all the virtuofi : though 
they differ in opinion with regard to the 
ctrcumftance in which the fculptor has in- 
tended to reprefent that hero. Some ima- 
gine he is dying ; Mr. Addifon imagines he 
fighs for new worlds to conquer ; others, 
that he faints vfitK pain and lofs of blooi 
* 

✓ 
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from the wounds he received at Oxydrace. 
Others think the features exprefs not bodily 
pain or languor, but forrow and remorfe, 
for having murdered his faithful friend 
Clitus. You fee how very uncertain a bu- 
finefs this of a virtuofo is. I can hardly 
believe that the artift intended fimply 'to 
reprefent him dying;- there was nothing 
very creditable in the manner he brought on 
his death. Nor do I think he would choofe 
to reprefent him moaning or languifliing 
with pain or ficknefs ; there is nothing 
heroic in that : nor do we fympathife fo 
readily with the pains of the body, as with 
thofe of the mind. - As for the ftory of his 
weeping for new worlds, he will excite 
Jtill lefs fympathy, if that is the caufe of 
his afflidtion. The laft conjecture, there- 
fore, that the Artift intended to reprefent 
him in a violent fit of remorfe, is the mod 
probable. The unfinifhed bull: of Marcus 
Brutus, by Michael Angelo, admirably ex- 
preffes the determined firmnefs of chara&er 
which belonged to that virtuous Roman, 
The artift, while he wrought at this, feems 
to have had in his mind Horace's Ode ; 
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Juftum et tenacem propqfiti virum 
Non civium ardor prava jubentium, 
Non vultus inftantis tyranni 
Mente quatit folida, &c * 

This would, in my opinion, be a more 
fuitable infcription for the buft, than the- 
concetto of Cardinal Bembo, which is at 
prefent under it.f Michael Angelo, in all" 
probability, was pleafed with the expreffion 
he had already given the features, and chofe 
to leave it as an unfinifhed Iketch, rather 
than rifle weakening it by an attempt to 
improve it. 

The virtuofi differ in opinion refpe6ting 
the Arrotino, or Whetter, as much as about 
the head of Alexander. A young gentleman 

* The man in conscious virtue bold, 
Who dares his secret purpose hold. 
Unshaken hears the crowd's tumultuous cries, 

And the stern tyrant's brow defies. 

France 

f Dum Bruti effigiem Michael de marmore singit, 
In mentem sceleris venit, et abstinuiv 

While Michael was forming this statue, shocked 
with the recollection of Brutus' crime, he left hi* 
design unfinished,. 
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laid to an antiquarian, while he contemplated 
the Arrotino, " I believe, Sir, it is ima- 
44 gined thai this ftatue was intended for 
44 the flave, who, while he was whetting 
f 1 his knife, overheard Catiline's confpiracy." 
— " That is the vulgar opinion, 31 faid the 
other; " but the ftatue was, in reality, 
" done for a peafant, who difcovered the 
11 plot into which the two fons of Junius 
44 Brutus entered for the reftoration of Tar- 
" quin." " I afk pardon, Sir," faid the - 
young man; " but although one may 'eafily 
• # fee that the figure Y\fk\ja with the moft 
• 4 exquifite expreffion of attention, yet I 
41 fhould think it very difficult to delineate 
14 in the features, whether the liftener heard 
44 a confpiracy, or any thing elfe which 
44 greatly interefted him, and abfolutely im» 
M poffible to mark, l>y any expreffion of 
41 countenance, what particular confpiracy 
41 he is hearing." 44 Your obfervation is 
44 juft, young man/' faid the antiquarian, 
f< ;wluen .applied to modern art'rfU, butcn- 
11 tirely the reverfe when applied to the 
11 ancient. Now, for my own pait, I 
11 plainly' perceive "in lhat man's coun- 
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41 tenance, and after you have ftudied thofe 
M matters as profoundly as I have done, 
44 you will fee the fame, that it is the 
44 confpiracy for the reftoration of Tarquin, 
44 and no other plot whatever, which he 
11 liftens to; as for Catiline's confpiracy, 
14 it is not poffible he ^ould know any 

thing about it ; for, good God ! people 
44 ought to reflet, that the man muft have 
44 been dead four hundred years before Ca- 
u tiline was born." 

As we are now in the famous oftagonal 
room, called Tribuna, I ought, if I had any 
thing new to fay, to defcant a little on the 
Jiftinguiftiing'excellencies of the Dancing 
Faun, the WreAlers, the Venus Urania, the 
Venus Vi&rix ; and I would mod willingly 
pay the poor tribute of my praife to that 
charming figure known by the name of 
Venus de Medicis. Yet, in the midfl: of 
all my admiration, I confefs I do not think 
her equal to her brother Apollo in the Va- 
tican. In that fublime figure, to the moft 
perfedi features and proportions is joined 
an air which feems more than human. 
The Medicean Venus is unqueftionably a 



32a YIEW OF SOCIETY Ajm 

perfeft model of female beauty ; but while 
Apollo appears more than a man, the Venus 
feems precifely a beautiful woman. 

In the fame room are many valuable cu- 
riofities,, befides a colle&ion of admirable 
pictures by the beft matters. I do not know 
whether any are more excellent of their 
kind, but I am convinced none are more 
attentively confidered than the two Venufes 
of Titian ; one is faid to be a portrait of 
his wife, the other of his miftrefs. The 
firft is the fined portrait I ever favv, except 
the fecond ; of this you have, feen many 
copies : though none of them equals the 

■ 

beauty of the original, yet they will give a 
jufter idea of it than any defcription of 
mine could. On the back ground, two 
women feem fcarching for fomething in a 
trunk. This epifode is found much fauk 
with ; for my part, I fee no great harm 
the two poor women do : none but thofe 
critics who fearch more eagerly after deformity 
than beauty, will take any notice of them. 

Befides the Gallery and Tribuna, the 
hundredth part of whofe treafures I have 
80t particularifed, there are other rooiu^ 
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wfiofe contents are indicated by the names- 
they bear ; as, the Cabinet of Arts, of Af- - 
tfonomy, of Natural Hiftory, of Medals, 
of Porcelain, of Antiquities, and the Saloon* 
of the Hermaphrodite, fo called from a ftatua 
which divides the admiration of the Ama- 
teurs with that in the Borghefe villa at 
Rome, The excellence of the execution is 
difgraced by the vilenefs of the fubje<Sh 
We are furprifed how the Greeks and Ro~ 
mans could take pleafure in fuch unnatural 
figures; in this particular, their tafte.feema 
to have been as depraved, as in general ifc 
was elegant and refined. In this room, 
there is a collection of drawings by fome 
of the greateft matters, Michael Angelo,, 
Raphael, Andrea del Sarto, and others. There! 
is, in particular, a fketch of the Laft Judge- 
ment by the fij ft- named of thefe painters, 
different, and, in the opinion of fome, de* 

* » * 

fjgnedwith more judgment, than his famous- 
pi£ture on *^e fame fubje£t in Sixtus the 
Fourth's chapel in the Vatican*, 4 
The large room, called the Gallery of 
Portraits, is not the leaft curious in this 
viafl: Mufeunn It contains the portraits^ 
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ail executed by themfelves, of the moft 
eminent painters who haw flouriihed in 
Europe during the three laft centuries. 
They amount to above two hundred ; thofe 
of Rubens, Vandyke, Rembrant, and Guido, 
were formerly the moft efteemed ; two have 
been added lately, which vie with the fineft 
in this colie&ion — thofe of Mengs and Sir 
Jofhua Reynolds. The portrait of Raphael 
feems to have been done when he was 
\ young ; it is not equal to any of the above. 
The Ele&refs Dowager of Saxony has made 
a valuable addition to this cotledtion, by 
fending her own portrait painted by herfelf ; 
(he h at full length, with the palette and 
pencilsin her hands. Correggio, after hearing 
the pidure of St. Cecilia at Bologna cried 
up as a prodigy, and the ne plus ultra of 
ait, went to fee it ; and confcious that there 
Was nothing in it that required the exertion 
of greater powers than he felt within him- 
fetf, he was overheard to fay, " Anch' io 
11 fono pittore.'* This illuftrious princefs 
Was alfo confcious of her powers when (he 
painted this portrait, which feems to pro- 
nounce to the fpt£tators, And? io fono pittrice** 

f I ^Iso am a paintf r. 
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LETTER LXXIII. 

i 

\ 

* * 

Flor/s»ce, 

Jxavino now croffed from the Adriatic to 
the Mediterranean, and travelled through 
a confiderable part of Italy, I acknowledge 1 
have been agreeably difappointed in finding 
theilate of the poorer part of the inhabitants 
lefs wretched than, from the accounts of 
fome travellers, I imagined it was - r and 1 
may with equal truth add, that although I 
have not feen fo much poverty as I was 
taught to expedt, yet J have feen far more 
poverty than mifery. Even the extremity of 
indigence is accompanied with lefs wret- 
chednefs here than in many v other countries. 
This is partly owing to the mildncfs of the 
climate and fertility of the foil, and partly ta 
the peaceable, religious, and contented di£» 
pofition of the people. The miferies •which 
the poorer part of mankind fuffer fromcold, 
are, perhaps, greater than thofe derived fco» 
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any other fource whatever. But in Italy, the 
gentlenefs of the climate prote6ts them from 
this calamity nine months of the year. If 
they can gather as much wood as to keep a 
moderate fire during the remaining three,. . 
and procure a coarfe cloak, they have little 
to- fear from that quarter. Thofe who 
cannot get employment, which is often the 
cafe in this country, and even thofe who do 
not choofe to work, which is the cafe with 
numbers ail the world over, receive a regular 
maintenance from fome convent : with this, 
and what little they can pick up otherwife, - 
in a country where provifions are plentiful 
and cheap, they pals through life, in their 
own opinion, with more fatisfa&ion than if 
they had a greater number of conveniencies 
procured by much bodily labour. Whereas in 
Great Britain, Germany, and other 
countries, the poor have no choice but to 
work ; for if they remain idle, they are 
expofed to miferies more intolerable than 
the hardeft labour can occafion to the lazieft 
of mankind; they are invaded at once by the 
accumulated agonies of hunger and cold; 
and if they have ever had fufficient credit ta 
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cpntrad a little debt, they are continually in 
danger of being thrown into a jail among 
pickpockets and felons. With refpeA to the 
loweft of the trades-people and . the day 
labourers in this country, their wages are 
certainly not high ; nor are they willing, by 
great efforts of induftry, to gain all they 
might; but what they do gain is never 
waited in intemperance, but fairly fpent 
in their families on the real neceflaries and. 

- 

comforts of life. 

The Italians are the greateft loungers in 
the world ; and while walking in the fields, 
or ftietched in the {hade, feem to enjoy the 
ferenity and genial warmth of their climate 
with a degree of luxurious indulgence pe- 
culiar to themfelves. Without eyer running 
into the daring exceffes of the Englifh, or 
difplaying the frifky vivacity of the French, 
or the invincible phlegm of the Germans, 
the Italian populace difcover a fpecies of fedate 
fenfibility to every fource of enjoyment, 
from which, perhaps, they derive a greater 
degree of happinefs than any of the other., 
The frequent proceffions and religious ce- 
remonies, befides amufing and comforting 
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them, ferve to fill up their time, and prevent 
that ennui, and thofe immoral pra&ices, 
which are apt to accompany poverty and 
idlenefs. It is neceffary, for the quiet and 
happinefs of every community, that the 
populace be employed. Some politicians 
imagine, that their whole time fhould be ' 
fpent in gainful induftry. Others think, that 
though the riches of the ftate will not be 
augmented, yet the general happinefs, which 
is a more important obje<9:, will be promoted 
by blending the occupations of induftry with 
a confiderable proportion of fuch fuper- 
ftitious ceremonies as awaken the future 
hopes, without lulling the prefent bene- 
volence, of. the multitude ; but nobody 
can doubt, that in countries where, from 
whatever caufe, induftry does not prevail, 
proceffions, and other rites of the *fame 
nature, will tend to reftrain the populace 
froiri the vices, and of confequence prevent 
fome of the miferies of idlenefs. 

The peafantry of this country are un- 
ci ueftionably in a more comfonlefs ftate than 
a benevolent mind could wifti them. But, 
England and Switzerland excepted, is not 
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this the cafe all over Europe? In all the 
countries I have feen, or had an account of^ 
the hufbandmcn, probably the mod virtuous, 
but certainly the mod ufeful part of the 
community, whofe labour and induftry 
maintain all the reft, and in whom the real 
ftrength of the ftate refides, are* hy a mod , 
unjuft difpenfation, generally the pooreft 
and mod opprefled. But although the Italian 
peafantry are by no means in the affluent, 
independent (ituation of the peafantry of 
Switzerland, and the tenantry of England, 
yet they* are not fuhje£ted to the fame 
oppreflions with thofe of Germany, nor 
are they fp poor as thofe of France. 

Great part of the lands in Italy belong 
to convents ; and I have obferved, and have 
been aflured by thofe who have the heft 
opportunities of knowing, that the tenants ,q£ 
thefe communities are happier, and liv.e 
more at their e&fe, than .thofe of a : great, 
part of the nobility. The rev,enuies of 
convents are ufually well managed, an<l 
©ever allowed to be fquandered away by the 
folly or extravagance of any of its members; 
confe^uently the xon»mm?i)ty is m .driven, 
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by craving and threatening creditors, ay 
individuals frequently are, to fqueeze out of 
their vafl&ls the means of fupplying the wafte 
occasioned by their own vanity andexpence. 
A convent can have no incitement to fevere- 
and oppreflive exactions from the peafants, 
except fheer avarice , a paffion which never 
rifes to fuch a height in a fociety where the 
revenue is in common, or in the bread of an 
individual, who is folely to reap the fruits of 
his own oppreffion. 

The llories which circulate in Proteftant 
countries, concerning the fcandalous de- 
bauchery of monks, and the luxurious 
manner in -which they live in their con- 
vents, whatever truth there may have been 
in them formerly, are certainly now in a 
great meafure without foundation. I re- 
member when I was at the Grande Char- 
treufe, near Grenoble, which has a con- 
fiderable diftriA of land belonging to it, F 
was informed, and this information 'was 
confirmed by what I faw, that thofe monks- 
were gentle and generous matters, and that 
their tenants were envied by all the pea- 
santry around, oil account of the treatment 
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they received, and the comparatively eafy 
terms on which they held their farms. 
From the enquiries I have made in France* 
Germany, and Italy, I am convinced that 
this is ufually the cafe with thofe peafants 
who belong to convent lands ; and very 
often, I have been informed, befides having 
eafy rents, they alfo find affe&ionate friends 
and prote&ors in their mafters, who vifit 
them in ficknefs, comfort them in alt dif- 
trefles, and are of~fervice to their families 
in various fhapes. 

I have been fpeaking hitherto of the pea- 
fantry belonging to convents ; but i believe 
I might extend the remark to the tenants 
of ecClefiaftics in general, though they are 
often reprefented as more proud and op- 
preffive mafters than any clafs of men what- 
ever ; an afperfion which may have gained 
credit the more eafily on this account, that 
inftances of cruelty and oppreffion in eccle- 
fiaftics ftrike more, and raife a greater indig- 
nation than the fame degree of wickednefs 
in other men ; they raife z greater indig- 
nation, becaufe they are more unbecoming 
of clergymen, and they ftrike more when 
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they do happen, becaufe they happen fel- 
domer. The ambition of Popes fome cen- 
turies ago, when the Court of Rome was in 
its zenith, the unlimited influence and 
power which particular Churchmen ac- 
quired in England and France, had thofe 
effe&s upon their a&ions and characters, 
which ambition and power ufually have on 
the chara&ers of men ; it rendered them 
infolent, unfeeling, and perfecuting : yet, 

• 

for every cruel an<J tyrannical Pope that 
hiftory has recorded, it will be eafy to name 
two or three Roman Emperors who have 
furpaffed them in every fpecies of wic- 
kednefs ; and England and France have had 
Prime Miniftcrs with all the vices, without 
the abilities, of "Wjiolfey and Richelieu. 

Thofe who declaim againft the wicked- 
nefs of the clergy, feem to take it for 
granted, that this body of men were the au- 
thors of the moft horrid inftances of perfe- 
ction, maflacre, and tyranny, over men's 
confciences, that are recorded in the annals 
of mankind; yet Philip II. Charles IX. 
and Henry VIIl. were not Churchmen : 
and the capricious tyranny of Henry, the 

» — 
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frantic fury of Charles, and the perfevering 
cruelty of Philip, feem to have proceeded 
from the perfonal chara&ers of thefe Mo- 
narchs, or to have been excited by what * 
they confidered as their political intereft, 
rather than by the fuggeftions of their 
Clergy. 

As the fubje&s of the Ecclefiaftical State 
are, perhaps, the pooreft in Italy, this has 
been imputed to the rapacious difpofition 
which fome alTert is natural to Churchmen. 
This poverty, however, may be otherwife 
accounted for. Bifhop Burnet very judi- 
cioufly obferves, that the fubje&s of a go- 
vernment, whrch is at once defpotic and 
elective, labour under peculiar difadvantages ; 
for an hereditary Prince will naturally .have 
conflderations for his people which an elec- 
tive one will not, " unlefs he has a degree 
" of generofity not common among men, 
#< and leaft of all among Italians, who have 
11 a paffion for their families which is not 
M known in other places."* An ele&ive 
Prince, knowing that it is only during hi*. 

i 

• m • r 

* Vide Bishop Burnet's Travels. 

« V 
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reign that his family can receive any benefit 
from it, makes all the hafte he can to enrich 
them. To this it may be added, that as 
Popes generally arrive at Sovereignty at an 
age when avarice predominates in the human 
bieaft, they may be fuppofed to have a 
ftronger bias than other Princes to that 
fordid paffion ; and even when this does not 
take place, their needy relations are con- 
tinually prompting them to a£ls of oppreflion, 
and fuggefting ways and means of fqueezing 
the people. Other caufes might be affigned; 
. but that it does not originate from the im- 
putation above mentioned, feems evident 
from this, that the peafants of particular 
ecclefiaftics, and of the convents in the 
Pope's dominions, as well as in other coun- 

* 

tries, are generally lefs oppreffed than thofe 
of the lay lords and princes. 

From what has been thrown out by 
fome celebrated wits, and the common- 
place inve&ive of thofe who affe£t that cha- 
racter, one would be led to imagine that 
there is fomething in the nature of the cle- 
rical profeffion which has a tendency to 
render men proud and oppreflive. Such 
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mdifcriminatmg cenfure carries no convic- 
tion to my mind, becaufe it is contradicted 
by the experience I have had in life, and 
by the obfervations, fuch as they are, which 
I have been able to make on human nature. 
I do not mean, in imitation of the fatirifts 
above mentioned, to put the Clergy of all 
religions on the fame footing. My oppor- 
tunities of knowledge are too flender to 
juftify that ; my acquaintance with this 
order of men having been in a great meafure 
confined to thofe of the Proteftant Church, 
men of learning and ingenuity, of quiet, 
fpeculative, and benevolent difpofitions ; it 
is ufually, indeed, this turn of mind which 
has inclined them to the ecclefiaftical pro- 
feffion. But though my acquaintance with 
the Roman Catholic Clergy is very limited, 
yet the few I do know could not be men- 
tioned as exceptions to what I have juft faid 
of ' the Proteflant ; and exclufive of all per- 
fonal knowledge of the men, it is natural to 
think that the habitual performance of the • 
ceremonies of the Chriflian religion, though 
intermingled with fome fuperftitious rites, 
and the preaching the do&nnes of benevo- 
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lence and good will towards men, muft have 
fome influence on the lives and characters 
ofthofe who are thus employed. It is a 
common error, prevailing in Proteftant 
countries, to imagine that the Roman Ca- 
tholic Clergy laugh at the religion they in- 
culcate, and regard their flocks as the dupes 
of an artful plan of impofition. By far the 
greater part of Roman Catholic priefts and 
monks are themfelves moft fincere believers, 
and teach the do&rines of Chriftianity, and 
all the miracles of the legend, with a perfedt 
convi£lion of their divinity and truth. The 
few who were behind the curtain when 
felfehood was firft embroidered upon truth, 
and thofe who have at different periods been 
the authors of all the ma(ks and interludes 
which have enriched the grand drama of 
fuperftition, have always chofen to employ 
fuch men, being fenfible that the inferior 
a&ors would perform their parts more per- 
fe£Uy, by a&ing from nature and real con- 
vidtion. 11 Paulum interefle cenfes," fays 
Davus to Myfis, " ex animo omnia ut fert 
" natura, facias an de induftria."* 

* Andrift Ter«mii— u Do you imagine there is but 



Digitized by 



MANNERS IN ITALY. 355 

The accounts we receive of their glut- 
tony are often as ill-founded as tliofe of 
their infidelity. The real chara&er of the 
majority of monks and inferior ecclefiaftics, 
both in France and Italy, is that of a fimple, 
fuperftitious, well-meaning race of men, who 
z for the mod part live in a very abstemious 
and mortified manner, notwithftanding what 
we have heard of their gluttony, their 
luxury, and voluptuoufnefs. Such accu- 
fations are frequently thrown out by thofc 
who are ill entitled to make them. 1 re- 
member being in company with an ac- 
quaintance of yours, who is diftinguifhed 
for the delicacy of his table and the length 
of his repafls, from which he feldom retires 
without a bottle of Burgundy for his own 
fhare, not to mention two or three glafles 
of Champaign between the courfes. We 
bad dined a few miles from the town in 
which we then lived, and were returning 
a in his chariot ; it was winter, and he was 
wrapped in fur to the nofe. As we drove 
along, we met two friars walking through 

little difference between aeting from Jeeling, a* 
nature dicuues, or from art ?" 

■ . . ■ 
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the fnow ; little threads gf icicles hung from 
their beards; their legs and the upper part 
of their feet were bare, but their foles were 
defended from the fnow by wooden fandals. 
11 There goes a couple of dainty rogues," 
cried your friend as we drew near them ; 
" only think of the folly of permitting fuch 
" lazy, luxurious rafcals to live in a ftate, 
" and eat up the portion of the poor. I 
u will engage that thofe two fcoundrels, as 
u lean and mortified as they look, will de- 
" vour more vi&uals in a day, than would 
11 maintain two induftrious families. " He 
continued railing againft the luxury of thofe 
two friars, and afterwards expatiated upon 
the epicurifm of the clergy in general ; 
who, he faid, were all alike in every country, 
and of every religion. When we arrived in 
town, he told me he had ordered a little 
nice fupper to be got ready at his houfe 
by the time of our return, and had lately 
got fome excellent wine, inviting me at 
the fame time to go home with him ; for, 
continued he, as we have driven three miles 
in fuch weather, we Jland in great need of 
fome refrefhment. 

That 
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That in all Roman Catholic countries, 
and particularly in Italy, the clergy are too 
numerous, have too much power, too great 
a proportion of the lands, and that fome 
of them live in great pomp and luxury, is 
undeniable. That the common people would 
be in a better fituation, if manufactures and 
the fpirit of induftry could be introduced 
.among them, is equally true ; but even as 
things are, I cannot help thinking that the 
flate of the Italian peafantry is preferable, in 
many refpe&s, to that of the peafants of 
many other countries in Europe. They are 
not beaten by their ecclefiaftical fords, as 
thofe of Germany are by their matters, on 
every real or imaginary offence. They have 
not their children torn from them, to be 
facrificed to the pomp, avarice, or ambition 
-of fome military defpot ; nor are they theui- 
felves prefled into the fervice as foldiers 
for life. 

In England and in France the people take 
an intereft in all national difputes, and con- 

■ * 

fider the caufe of their country or their Prince 
-as their own ; they enter into the fervice vo- 
luntarily, and fight with ardour for the glory 
VOL. 11. f 
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•of the country or King they love. Thofe 
-ideas enable them to fubmit to a thoufand 
hardlhips without repining, and they feel 
the fenfations of happinefs in the midft of 
toil, want, and danger. But in Germany, 
where the pafTions are annihilated, and a 
man is modelled into a machine before he 
is thought a good foldier, where his blood . 
is fold by the Prince to the higheft bidder, 
where he has no quarrel with the enemy he 
murder^, and no allegiance to the Monarch 
for whom he fights, the being liable to be 
forced into fuch a'fervice, is one of the mod 
dreadful of all calamities. Yet a regiment 
of fuch compelled foldiers, dreffed in gaudy 
uniform, and powdered for a review, with 
mufic founding and colours flying, makes a 
far more brilliant appearance than a clufter 
of peafants with their wives and children 
upon a holiday. But if we could examine 
the breads of the individuals, we ihouUJ 
find in thofe of the former nothing but the 
terror of puniflhment, hatred of their officers, 
tliftruft of each other, and life itfclf fup- 
ported only by the hope of defertion \ white 
jtbe bofoms of the latter are filled with all 
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*he affe&ions of humanity, undifturbed by 
fear or remorfe. 



LETTER LXXIV. 



■ 

Florence. 

Society feems to be on an eafy an5 
agreeable footing in this city. Befides the 
converfazionis which they have here, as in 
other towns of Italy, a number of the no- 
Vility meet every day at a houfe called the 
Calino. This fociety is pretty much on the 
fame footing \vith the clubs in London. 
The members are ele&ed by ballot. They 
meet at no particular hour, but go at any 
time that is convenient. They play at 
billiards, cards, and other games, or continue 
converting the whole evening, as they 
think proper. They are ferved with 
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coffee, lemonade, ices, or what other re- 
frefhments they choofe ; and each perfon 
pays for what he calls for. There is one 
material difference between this and the 
Englifh clubs, that women as well as men 
are members. 

The company of both fexes behave with 
more franknefs and familiarity to Grangers, 
as well as to each other, than is cuftomary 
in public afTemblies in other parts of Italy. 

The Opera at Florence is a place where 
the people of quality pay and receive vifits, 
and converfe as freely as at the Caiino 
iabove mentioned. This occafions a con- 
tinual paffing and repaffing to and from the 
boxes, except in thofe where there is a 
party of cards formed ; it is then looked on 
as a piece of ill manners to difturb the 
players. I never was more furprifed, than 
when it was propofed to me to make otae of 
a whift party, in a box which feemed to 
have been made for the purpofe, with a 
little table in the middle. I hinted that it 
would be full as convenient to have the 
party fomewhere elfe ; but I was told, good 
mufic added greatly to the pleafure of a 
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whift party ; that it increafed the joy of 
good fortune, and foothed the afflidtion of 
bad. As I thought the people of this country . 
better acquainted than myfelf with the power 
of mufic, I contefled the point no longer; 
but have generally played two or three 
rubbers at whift in the ftage-box every 
opera night. 

From this you may guefs, that, in this 
city, as in fome other towns in Italy, little 
attention is paid to the mufic by the com* 
pany in the boxes, except at a new opera,. . 
or daring fome* favourite air. But the dancers 
command a general attention : as foon as they 
begin, converfation ceafes ; even the card- 
players lay down their cards, and fix their 
eyes on the Ballette. Yet the excellence of 
Italian dancing fecms to confift in feats of 
ftrength, and a kind of jerking agility, more 
than in graceful movement. There is a 
continual conteft among the performers who 
fhall fpring higheft. You fee here none 
of the fprightly, alluring gaiety of the 
French comic dancers, nor of the graceful 
attitudes, and fmooth flowing motions, 
of the performers in the ferious opera at 
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Paris- It is furprifmg that a people of fuck 
tafte and fenfibility as the Italians,- fhould 
prefer a parcel of athletic jumpers to elegant 
dancers. 

On the evenings on which there is no 
opera, it is ufual for the genteel company 
to drive to a public walk immediately without 
the city, where they remain till it begins to 
grow dufkifh. Soon after our arrival 
at Florence, in one of the avenues of this 
walk we obferved two men and two ladies, 
followed by four fervants in livery. One 
of the men wore the infignra of the garter. 
We were told this was the Count Albany, 
and that the Lady next to him was the 
Countefs. We yielded the walk, and pulled 
off our hats. The gentleman along with 
them was the Envoy from the King of 
Pruflia to the Court of Turin. He whif- 
pered the Count, who returning the falu- 
tation, looked very earneftly at the Duke of 
Hamilton. We have feen them almoft every 
evening fince, either at the opera or on the 
public walk. His Grace does not affedl to 
fhun the avenue in which they happen to 
be ; and as often as we pafs near them, the 
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Count fixes hi* eyes in a moll expreflive 
manner upon the Duke, as if he meant to ' 
fay — our anceftors were better acquainted. 

. You know, 1 fuppofe, that the Count 
Albany is the unfortunate Charles Stuart, 
who left Rome fome time fince on the death 
of his father, becaufe the Pope did not 
think proper to acknowledge him by the 
title which he claimed on that event. He 
now lives at Florence, on a fmail revenue 
allowed him by his brother. The Countefs 
is a beautiful woman, much beloved by thofe 

• > 

who know her, who univerfally defcribe her 
as lively, intelligent, and agreeable. Educated 
as I was in Revolution principles, and in a 
part of Scotland where the religion of the 
Stuart family, and the maxims by which 
they governed, aje more reprobated than 
perhaps in any part of Great Britain, I 
could not behold this unfortunate perfon 
without the warmeft emotion and fympathy. 
What muft a man's feelings be, who finds 
himfelf excluded from the moft brilliant 
fituation, and noblefl: inheritance thai this 
world affords, and reduced to an humiliating, 
dependence on thofe who, in the natural 
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courfe of events, fhould have looked up to 
him for protection and fupport ? What mud 
s his feelings be, when on a retrofpe£tive 
view, hfc beholds a feries of calamities 
attending his family, that is without example 
in the annals of the unfortunate ; calamities, 
of which thofe they experienced after their 
acceffion to the throne of England, were 
only a continuation ? Their misfortunes 
began with their royalty, adhered to thenx 
through ages, incteafed with the increafe 
of their dominons, did not forfake them 
when dominion was no more ; and as he- 
has reafon to dread, from his own experience,; 
are not yet terminated. It will afford no 
alleviation or comfort, to recollect that part 
of this black lift of calamities arofe from the 
imprudence of his anceftors ; and that many 
gallant men, in England, Scotland, and. 
Ireland, have at different periods bcen in« 
volved in their ruin. 

Ourfympathy for this unfortunate perfon 
is not checked by any blame which can 
be thrown on himfelf. He furely had no. 
fhare in the errors of the firft Charles, the 
profligacy of the fecond, or the impolitic 
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and bigoted attempts of James againft the 
laws and eftablilhed religion of Great Britain 
and Ireland ; therefore, whilft I contemplate 
with approbation and gratitude the condudt 
of thofe patriots who refilled and expelled 
that infatuated monarch, afcertained the 
rights of the fubjeft, and fettled the con- 
ftitution of Great Britain on the firm bafis. 
of freedom on which it has ftood ever fince 
the Revolution, and on which I hope it will- 
ever (land ; yet I freely acknowledge, that I 
never could fee the unfortunate Count 
Albany without fentiments of compaffion 
and the mod lively fympathy. 

I write with the more warmth, as I have 
heard of fome of our countrynjen, who,, 
during their tours through Italy, made the 
humble ftate to which he is reduced a 
frequent theme of ridicule, and who, as 
often as they met him in public, affe&ed 

- 

to gafs by with an air of fneering infult.- 
The motive to this is as bafe and abjedt 
as the behaviour is unmanly ; thofe who- 
endeavour to make misfortune an obje£t 
of ridicule, are themfelves the obje&s of 
deteftaiion. ABritifh nobleman or gentleman. 

■ 
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has certainly no occafiop to form an intimacy 
with the Coqut Albany ; but while he 
appears under that name, and claims no other 
title, it is ungenerous, on every accidental 
meeting, not to behave to him with the 
refpeft due to a man of high rank, and 
the delicacy due to a man highly unfor- 
tunate. 

One thing is certain ; that the fame dif- 
pofition which makes men infolent to the 
weak, renders them flaves to the power- 
ful ; and thofe who are moft: apt to treat 
this unfortunate perfon with an oftenta- 
ti(>us contempt at Florence, would have 
been his moft abjedt flatterers at St. James's, 

4 



LETTER LXXV. 

to 

Florence. 

In a country where men are permitted 
to fpeak and write, without reftraint, on the 
meafures of government ; where almoft-every 



Digitized by Google 



MANNERS IN ITALY. 347 

citizen may flatter himfelf with the hopes of 
becoming a part of the legiflature ; where . 
eloquence, popular talents, and political in- 
trigues, lead to honours, and open a broad 
road to wealth and power ; men, aften the 
firft glow of youth is paft, are more obedient 
to the loud voice of ambition than to the 
whifpers of love. But in defpotic ftates, 
and in monarchies which verge towards def- 
potifm, where the will of the prince is law ; 
or, which amounts nearly to the fame thing* 
where the law yields to the will of the 
prince ; where it is dangerous to fpeak or 
write on general politics, and death orjm- 
prifonment to cenfure the particular meafures 
of government ; love beeomes a firft, inftead 
of being a fecondary obje6l ; for ambition is, 
generally fpeaking, a more powerful paflion 
. than love ; and on this account women are 
the obje6is of greater attention and refpeft 
in defpotic than in free countries. That 
fpecies of addrefs to women which is now 
called gallantry, was, if I am not miftaken 
unknown to the ancient Greeks and Ro 
mans ; nothing like it appears in any o 
Terence's comedies, where one would natu 
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rally expeft to find it, if any fuch thing had 1 
• exifted when they were written. It now 
prevails in fome degree, in every country of 
Europe, but appears in different forms accor- 
ding to the different characters, cuftoms, and 
manners, of the various countries. 

In the courts of Germany it is a formal 
piece of bufinefs ; etiquette governs the 
arrows of Cupid, as well as the torch of 
Hymen. MiftrefTes are chofen from the 
number of quarters on their family coats of 
arms, as well as from the number of their 
perfonal charms ; and thofe ladies, who are 
well provided in the firft, feldom are without 
lovers, however deficient they may be in the- 
fecond. But though many avenues, which 
in England lead to power and di£tin£Hon, 
are fhut up in Germany, and the whole 
power of Government is vefted in the fo- 
vereign, yet the young nobility cannot 
beftow a great deal of their time in gallantry. 
The military profeffion, which in the time 
of peace is perfe& idleftefs in France and 
England, is a very ferious unremitting em- 
ployment in Germany. Men who are con- 
tinually drilling foldiers, and whofe fortunes 
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and reputations depend on the expertnefs of 
the troops under their command, cannot 
pay a great deal of attention to the ladies. 

Every French gentleman mufl be a fol- 
dier ; but fighting is the only part of the* 
bufincfs they go through with fpirit ; they 
cannot fubmit to the German precifion in 
xlifcipline, their fouls fink under the te- 
dioufnefs of a campaign, and they languifli 
for a battle from the impetuofity of their 
difpofition, and impatience to have the 
matter decided one way or the other. This, 
with many particular exceptions, is the 
general ftyle of the French nobleffe ; they 
all ferve an apprenticefhip to war, but gal- 
lantry is the profeflion they follow for life. 
In England, the fpirit of play and of party 
draws the minds of the young men of for- 
tune from love or gallantry ; thofe who 
Ipend their evenings at a gaming-houfe, or 
in parliment, feldom think of any kind of 
women but fuch as may be had without 
trouble , and, of courfe, women of cha- , 
rafler are lefs attended to than in fome other 
countries. When I was. laft at Paris, the 
Marquis de F found an Englilh 
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newfpaper on my table ; it contained a long 
and particular account of a debate which had 
happened in both houfes of parliament ; he 
read it with great attention while I finifhed 
a letter, and then throwing down the paper, 
he faid to me, " Mais, mon ami, pendant 
" que vos meffieurs s'amufcnt a jaftr comme 
" cela dans votre chambre des pairs et votre 
" parlement,* paibleu un etranger auroit 
" beau jeu avec leurs femmes." - t 

Intrigues of gallantry, comparatively, 
fpeaking, occur feldom in England ; and 
when they do, they generally proceed from 
a violent paffion ; to which every confidera- 
tion of fortune and reputation is faaificed, 
and the bufmefs concludes in a flight to the 
continent, or a divorce. 

They manage matters otherwife in France; 
ypu hardly ever hear of flights or divorces 
in that country ; a hundred new arrange- 
ments are made, and as many old ones 
broken, in a week at Paris, without noife 

* Tbc French in general are apt to make the same 
mistake with the Marquis j they often speak of fhe 
House of Peers and the Parliament as two disiiae 
assemblies.' 
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or fcandal ; all is conduced quietly et felon 
les regies ; the fair fex are the univerfal 
obje&s of refpedt and adoration, and yet 
there is no fuch thing as conflancy in the 
nation. Wit, beauty, and every accom- 
plifliment united in one woman, could not 
rix the volatility of a Frenchman ; the love 
of variety, and the vanity of new conquefts, 
would make him abandon this phoenix for 
birds far lefs rare and eftimable. The 
women in France, who are full of fpirit and 
fenfibility, could never endure fuch ufage, 
if they were not as fickle and as fond of new. 
conquefts as their lovers. 

In Italy, fuch levity is viewed with con- 
tempt, and conftancy is, by both fexes, ftill 
claffed among the virtues. 

That high veneration for the fair fex- 
which prevailed in the ages of chivalry, con- 
tinued long after in the form of a fentimen- 
tal platonic kind of gallantry. Every man 
of ingenuity chofe unto himfelf a miftrefs, 
and dire£Uy proclaimed her beauty, and her 
cruelty, in love ditties, madrigals, and elegies, 
without expe£ling any other recompence 
than the reputation of a conftant lover and 
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a good poet. By the mere force of ima- 
gination, and the eloquence of their own 
metaphyseal fonnets, they became perfuaded 
that their miftreffes were poflefTed of every 
accomplifhment of face and mind, and that 
themfelves were dying for love.. 

As in thofe days women were conftantly 
guarded by their fathers and brothers be- 
fore marriage, and watched and confined 
by their hufbands for the reft of their lives ; 
the refined paffions above defcribed were not 
expofed to the fame accidents which fo 
frequently befal thofe of modern lovers ; 
they could neither fall into a decay from a 
more perfedt knowledge of the lady's cha- 
racter, nor were they liable to fudden death 
from enjoyment. But whilft the women 
were adored in fong, they were miferable 
in reality ; confinement and diftruft made 
them deteft their hufbands, and they en- 
deavoured to form connections with men- 
more to their tafte than either jealous huf- 
bands or metaphyfical lovers. To treat a 
woman of chara&er as if fhe were an un- 
principled wanton, is the mod: likely way to 
make her one. In thofe days of jealou% 
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a continual trial of (kill feems to have fub- 
fifted between hufband and wife, as if every 
lord, foon after marriage, had told his lady* 
M Now, Madam, I know perfectly well 
" what you would be at ; but it is my 
" bufinefs to prevent you : I'll guard you 
" fo weH,. and watch you fo clofely, that it 
" fliall never be in your power to gratify 
c< your inclinations." " You are per- 
M fe£tly in the right, my lord," replied 
the lady, with all meekrtefs, " pray guard 
" and watch as your wifdom fliall direct ;. 
<c I, alfo, flmll be vigilant on my part, and 
u we fhall fee how the bufinefs will end," 
The bufinefs generally did end as might 
have been expe&cd ; and the only con- 
folation left the hufband, was to endeavour 
to aflaffinate the happy lover. 

But when French manners began to fpread 
over Europe, and to infinuate themfelves 
among nations the moll oppofite in cha- 
racter to the French, jealoufy was firit 
held up as the mofl deferable of all the 
paffions. The law had long declared againft 
its difmil effe&s, and awful denunciations ' 
had been pronounced from the pulpit againft 
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thofe who were inflamed by its bloody 
fpirit; but* without effe&, till ridicule joined 
in the argument, and expofed thofe huf- 
bands to the contempt and derifion of every 
fafhionable fociety, who harboured the 
gloomy daemon in their bofoms. 

As in Eng|and y after the Reftoration, 
people, to fhew their averfion to the Pu- 
ritans, turned every appearance of religion 
into ridicule, and, from the extreme of 
hypocrify, flew at once to that of profligacy ; 
fo in Italy, from the cuftom of fecluding 
-the wife from all mankind but her hufband, 
it became the fafhion that fhe fhould never 
be feen with her hufband, and yet always 
have a man at her elbow. 
, I (hall conclude what I have to fay on: 
this fubjedt in my next- 
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LETTER LXXVr. 

< i 

Florence. 

Before the Italian hufbands could adopt 
or reconcile their minds to a cuftom fo 
oppofite to their former pradtice, they 
took fome meafures to fecure a point which 
they had always thought of the higheft im- 
portance. Finding that confinement was a 
plan generally reprobated, and that any ap- 
pearance of jealoufy fubje6led the hufband 
to ridicule, they agreed that their wives 
fliould go into company and attend public 
places, but always attended by a friend 
whom they could truft, and who, at the 
fame time, (hould not be difagreeable to the 
wife. This conipromife could not fail of 
being acceptable to the women, who plainly 
perceived that they muft be gainers by any 
alteration of the former fyftem ; and it foon 
became univerfal all over Italy, for the 
women to appear at public places leaning 
upon the arm of a man ; who, from their 
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frequently whifpering together, was called 
her Ci ifbeo. It was flipulated, at the fame 

- time, that the lady, while abroad under his 
care, fhould converfe with no other man 
but in his prefencc, and with his appro- 
bation ; he was to be her guardian, heF 

- fiiend, and geqtleman-ulher. 

The cuftom at prefent is, that this ob- 
fequious gentlerqan vifits the lady every 
. forenoon at the toilet, where the plan for 
paffing the evening is agreed upon ; he 
difappears before dinner, for it is ufual all- 
over Italy for the hufband and wife to dine 
together tete-a-tete, except on great oc- 
cafions, as when there is a public feaft. 
After dinner the hufband retires, and the 
Cicifbco returns and condu&s the lady to - 
the public walk, the converfaziond, or the 
opera ; he hands her about wherever fhe 
goes, prefents her coffee, forts her cards, 
and attends with the moft pointed affiduity 
till the amufements of the evening are over ; 
be accompanies her home, and delivers up 
his charge to the hufband, who is then 
fuppofed to refume his fundlions. 

From the nature of this conne&ion, it 
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could not be an eafy matter to find a Ci- 
cifbeo who would be equally agreeable to 
the hufband and wife. At the beginning 
of the inflitution, the hulbands, as I have 
been informed, preferred the platonic fwains, 
, who profefled only the metaphyfics of love, 
and whofe le&ures, they imagined, might 
refine their wives ideas, and bring them to 
the fame way of thinking ; in many in- 
ftances, no doubt^it would happen, that 
the platonic admirer a£ted with lefs feraphic 
ends\ but thefe inftances ferve only as proofs 
that the hufbands were miftaken in their 
men ; for however abfurd it may appear 
in the eyes of fome people, to imagine 
that the hufbands believe it is only a pla- 
tonic conne&ion which fubfifts between 
their wives and the Cicifbeos ; it is ftill 
more abfurd to believe, as fome ftrangers 
who have paffed through this country feem 
to have done, that this whole fyftem of 
Cici{beifm was from the beginning, and is 
now, an univerfal fyftem of adultery con- 
nived at by every Italian hufband. To get 
clear of one difficulty, thofe gentlemen fall 
into another much more inexplicable by 
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fuppofing th?t the men, who, of all the 
inhabitants of Europe, were the moft fcru- 
pulous with regard to their wives chaftity, 
Should acquiefce in, and in a manner become 
fubfervient to, their proftitutidn. In fupport 
of this itrange dodtrine, they aflert, that the 
hufbands, being the Cicifbeos of other wo- 
men, cannot enjoy this privilege on any 
ether terms ; and are therefore contented to 
facrifice their wives for the fake of their 
miftrefles. That fome individuals may be 
profligate enough to a£l in this manner, 
I make no doubt. Similar arrangements 
we hear itiftances of in every country ; 
but that fuch a fyftem is general, or any 
thing near it* in Italy, feems to me per- 
fe£lly incredible, and is contrary to the befl: 
information I have received fince I have 
been here. It is alfo urged, that moft of 
the married men of quality in Italy a£fc 
in the character of Cicifbeo to fome woman 
or other ; and thofe who are not platonic 
lovers, ought to fufpeft that the fame liberties 
are taken with their wives which they take 
with the fpoufes of their neighbours ; and 
^therefore their fuffering a man to vifit thek 
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Wives in the chara&er of a cavaliero fer- 
vente, is in effe& conniving at their own 
-cuckoldom. But this does not follow as an 

■ 

.abfolute confequence ; for men have a won- 
derful faculty of deceiving themfelves on 
fuch occasions. So great is the infatuation of 
their vanity, that the fame degree of com- 
plaifance, which they confider as the effedfc 
of a very natural and excufable weaknefs, 
when indulged by any woman for them- 
felves, they would look on as a horrible 
^enormity if admitted by their wives for 
another man ; fo that whatever degree of 
iicentioufnefs may exift in confequence of 
this fyftem, I am. convinced the majority 
of hufbands make exceptions in their own 
favour, and that their ladies find means to 
fatisfy each individual that he is not involved 
in a calamity, which, after all, is more 
general in other countries, as well as Italy, 
than it ought. 

Even when there is the greateft harmony 
and love between the hufband and wife, 
and although each would prefer the other's 
* * company to any other, ftill, fuch is the 
„ tyranny of fa/hion, they muft feparate every 
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evening; he to play the cavaliero fervente 
to another woman, and fhe to be led about 
by another man. Notwithftandinc; this in- 
conveniency, the couples who are in this 
predicament are certainly happier than thofe 
whofe affe&ions are not centered at home. 
Some very loving couples lament the cruelty 
of this fcparation, yet the world in general 
feem to be of opinion, that a man and hrs 
wife who dine together every day, and lie 
together every night, may, with a proper 
exertion of philofophy, be able to fuppoft 
being afunder a few hours in the evening. 
The Cicifbeo, in many inftances, is a 
poor relation or humble friend,, who, not 
being in circumftances to fupport an equi- 
page, is happy to be admitted into all the 
focieties, and to be carried about to public 
diverfions, as an appendage to the lady, I 
have known numbers of thofe gentlemen, 
whofe appearance and bodily infirmities car- 
ried the cleared refutation, with refpeft to 
themfelves perforially, of the fcandalous fto- 
ries of an improper connexion between ca- 
valiero ferventes and their miftrefles. I 
never in my life faw nien more happily 

formed, 
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formed, both in body and mind, for faving 
the reputation of the females with whom 
they were on a footing of intimacy. The 
humble and timid air which many of them 
betray in the prefence of the ladies, and the 
perfeverance with which they continue their 
fervices, notwithftanding the contemptuous 
ftyle in which they are often treated, is 
equally unlike the haughtinefs natural to 
favoured lovers, and the indifference of men 
fatiated with enjoyment. 

There are, it muft be confefled, Cjcifbeos 
of a very different {tamp, whofe figure and 
manners might be fuppofed more agreeable 
to the ladies they ferve, than to their lords. 
I once expreffed my furprife, that a par- 
ticular perfon permitted one of this def- 
cription to attend his wife. I was told, by 
way of folution of my difficulty, that the 
hufband was poor, and the Cicifbco rich. It 
is not in Italy only where infamous com- 
promifes of this nature take place. 

I have alfo known inltances, fince I have 
been in this country, where the charadters 
of the ladies were fo well efbblifhed, as not 
to be fhaken either in the opinion of their 
VOL. n f q 
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acquaintances or hufbands although their 
cavaliero ferventes were in every refpeft 
agreeable and accompli (hed. 

But whether the connexion between them 
is fuppofed innocent or criminal, mod En- 
gltfhmen will be aftonifhed how men can 
pafs fo much of their time with women. 
This, however, will appear lefs furprifing, 
when they recolledl, that the Italian nobility 
dare not intermeddle in politics ; can find no 
employment in the army or navy ; and that 
there are no fuch amufements in the country 
as hunting or drinking. In fuch a fitu&tion, 
if a man of fortune has no turn for gaming, 
what can he do ? Even an Englifliman, 
in thofe defperate circumftances, might be 
driven to the company and converfation of 
women, to lighten the burden of time. The 
Italians have perfevered fo long ia this ex- 
pedient, that, however extraordinary it may 
feem to thofe who have never tried it, there 
can be no doubt that they find it to fucceed. 
They tell you, that nothing fo effe&ually 
foothes the cares and beguile^ the tediouf- 
nefs of life, as the company of an agreeable 
woman ; that though the intimacy fliould 

■ 



- 



Digitized 



MANNERS IN ITALY. 363 

• • 9 

never exceed the limits of friendftiip, there 
is fomething more flattering and agreeable 
in it than in male friendfhips ; that they 
find the female heart more fmcere, lefs in- 
terefted, and warmer in its attachments ; 

, that women in general have more delicacy, 

and . Well, well, all this may be true, \ 

you will fay ; but may not a man enjoy all 
thefe advantages, to as great perfection, by 
an intimacy and friendfhip with his own 
wife, as with his neighbour's ? " Non, 
Monfieur, point du tout, " anfwered a 
Frenchman, to whom this queftion was 
once addreffed. " Et pourquoi done ? 

- " Parceque cela neft pas permis." This 
you will not think a very fatisfa&qry anfwer 
to fo natural and fo pertinent a queftion— r 

i * i « 

It is not the fnfhion ! This, ho wever, was. 
the only answer I received all over Italy, 

This fyftem is unknown to the middle 
and lower ranks ; they pafs their time in 
the exercife of their profeflions, and in the 
fociety of their wives and children, as in 
other countries; and in that fphere of life, 
jealoufy, which formed fo ftrong a feature . 

of the Italian chara&er, is ftill to be found 

.... 

* 
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as ftrong as ever. He who attempts to 
vifu the wife or miflrefs of any of the 
trades-people without their permiffion, is 
in no fmall danger of a Coltellata. I have 
often heard it afferted, that Italian women 
have remarkable powers of attaching theit 
lovers. Thofe powers, whatever they are, 
do not feem to depend entirely on perfonal 
charms, as many of them retain their ancient 
influence over their lovers after their beauty 
is much in the wane, and they themfelves 
are confiderably advanced in the vale of 
years. I know an Italian nobleman, of great 
fortune, who has been lately married to a 
very beautiful young woman, and yet he 
continues his affiduity to his former miftrefc, 
now an old woman, as pun&ually as ever. 
I know an Englifhman who is faid to 
be in the fame fxtuation, with this difference, 
that his lady is ftill more beautiful. In both 
thefe inftances, it is natural to believe that 
the beautiful young wives will always take 
care to keep their hufbands in fuch a 
chafte and virtuous way of thinking, that, 
whatever time they may fpend with their 
ancient miftrefles, nothing criminal will ever 
pafs between them* 
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Whatever fatisfa&ion the Italians find in 
this kind of conftancy, and in their friendly 
attachments to one woman, my friend the 

Marquis de F told me, when I laft 

faw him at Paris, that he had tried it while 
he remained at Rome, and found it quite 
intolerable. A certain obliging ecclefiaftic 
had taken the trouble, at the earneft requeft 
of a lady of that city, to arrange matters 
between her and the Marquis, who was put 
into immediate poffeflion of all the rights 
that were ever fuppofed to belong to a 
Cicifbeo. The woman naufeatedherhufband, 
which had advanced matters mightily ; and 
her paffion for the Marquis was in pro-* 
portion to her abhorrence of the other. In 
this ftate things had remained but a very 
fliort time, when the Marquis called one 
afternoon to drive the Abb£ out a little into 

i 

the country; but he happened to have jufl 
dined. The meals of this ecclefiaftic wei;e 
generally rather oppreffive for two or three 
hours after they were finiflied ; he therefore 
declined the invitation, faying, by way of 
apology, " Je fuis dans les horreurs de 
•! la digeftion." He then enquired how 
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the Marquis's amour went on with the 
lady. " Ah, pour Pamour, cela eft a-peu r 
u pres paffe," replied the Marquis, " et 
14 nous fommes a&uellement dans les hor- 

11 reurs de l'amitie." 

« • * 



LETTER LXXVII. 

Florence 

A he Florentines imputed the decay of the 
republic to the circumftance of their foveicign ~ 
refiding in another country ; and they ima- 
gined, that wealth would accumulate all 
over Tufcany, and flow into Florence, from 
various quarters, as foon as they fliould have 
a refiding Prince, and a Court eftablifhcJ. 
It appears, that their hopes were too fan- 
guine, or at leaft premature. Commerce 
is ftill in a languid condition, in fpite of 
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all the pains taken by the Great Duke to 
revive it. 

The Jews are not held in that degree of 
odium, or fubje£ted to the fame humiliating 
diftin&ions here, as in mod other cities of 
Europe, I am told, fome of the richeft 
merchants are of that religion. Another 
clafs of mankind, who are alfo reprobated in 
fome countries, are in this looked on in the 
fame light with other citizens ; I mean the 
a&ors and fingers at the different theatres. 
Why Chriftians, in any country, fhould have 
the fame prejudice againft them as againft 
Jews, many are at a lofs to know ^ it cannot 
certainly be on the fame account. Adtors 
and a&reffes have never been accufed of an 
obftinate, or fuperftitious adherence to the 
principles or ceremonies of any falfe religion 
whatever. 

To attempt a defcription of the churches, 
palaces, and other public buildings, would 
lead, in my opinion, to a very unenter- 
taining detail. Few cities, of its fize, in 
Europe, however, afford fo fine a field of 
amufement to thofe who are fond of fuch' 
•fubjeds ; though the lovers of archite&ure 
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will be {hocked to find feveral of the finefl 
churches without fronts, which, according 
to fome, is owing to a seal deficiency of 
money ; while others aflert, they are left 
in this condition, as a pretext for levying 
contributions to finifli them. 

The chapel of St. Lorenzo is, perhaps, 
the fined and mod expenfive habitation 
that ever was reared for the dead ; it is 
encrufted with precious ftones, and adorned 
by the workmanfhip of the beft modern 
fculptors. Some complain that, after all, 
it has a gloomy appearance. There feems 
to be no impropriety in that,, confidering 
what the building was intended for ; though, 
certainly, the fame effedt might have been 
produced at lefs expence. Mr. Addifon 
remarked, that this chapel advanced fo very 
flowly, that it is not impoflible but the fa- 
mily of Medicis may be extinft before their 
burial-place is finifhed. This has adtually 
taken place : the Medici family is extinft, 
and the chapel remains ftill infinifhed. 

Of all the methods by which the vanity 
of the Great has diftinguifhed them from 
the reft of mankind, this of eredling fplcndid 



Digitized by Google 



MAHNERS IN ITALY. 36<J 

receptacles for their bones, excites the leaft 
envy. The fight of the mod fuperb edifice 
of this kind, never drew a repining figh 
from the bofom of one poor perfon ; nor do 
the unfuccefsful complain, that the bodies of 
Fortune's favourites rot under Parian marble, 
while their own will, in all probability, be 
allowed to moulder beneath a plain turf. 

I have already mentioned the number of 
ftatues which ornament the ftreets and 
fquares of Florence, and how much they are 
refpefted by the common people. I am 
told they amount in all to above one hun- 
dred and fifty, many of them of exquifite 
workmanfhip, and admired by thofe of the 
beft tafte. Such a number of ftatues without 
•any drapery, continually expofed to the 
public eye, with the far greater number of 
pi&ures, as well as ftatues in the fame ftate, 
to be feen in the palaces, have produced, ii\ 
both fexes, the moft perfedt infenfibility to 
nudities. N r ■ . 

Ladies who have remained fome time at 
Rome and Florence, particularly thofe who 
affeft a tafte for vertu, acquire an intrepidity 
aud a cool minutenefs, in examining and 
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criticifmg naked figures, which is unknown , 
to thofe who have never pafled the Alps* 
There is fomething in the figure of the 
God of Gardens, which is apt to alarm the 
modefty of a novice ; but I have heard of 
female dilettantes who minded it no more 
than a draw. 

The Palazzo Pitti, where the Great 
Duke refides, is on the oppofite fide of the 
Arno from the Gallery. Jc has been en- 
larged fince it was puichafcd from the 
ruined family of Pitti. The furniture of . 
this palace is rich and curious, particularly 
' fome tables of Florentine work, which are 
much admired. The mod precious orna- 
ments, however, are the paintings. The 
walls of what it called the Imperial cham- 
ber, are painted in frefco, by various pain- 
ters ; the fubje&s are allegorical, and in 
honour of Lorenzo of Medicis, diftinguifhed 
by the name of the Magnificent. There is. 
more fancy than talte difylayed in thofe 
paintings. The other principal rooms are 
diflmguiflied by the names of Heathen 
Deities, as Jupiter, Apollo, Mars, Venus* 

- 

and by paintings in frefco, moftly by Pietro 

* m 
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da Cortona. In the laft mentioned, the 
fubje£ts are different from what is naturally 
expedied from the name of the room, being 
representations of the triumphs of Virtue 
over Love, or fome memoiable inftance 
of continency. As the Medici family have 
been more diftinguifhed for the piote&ion 
they afforded the arts, than for the virtues of 
continency or felf-denial, it is probable, the 
fubjeft, as well as the execution of thefe 
pieces, was left entirely to the painter. 

I happened lately to be at this palace, 
with a jperfon who is perfectly well ac- 
quainted with all the pi&ures of any merit * 
in Florence. While he explained the pe- 
culiar excellencies of Pietro's manner, a 
gentleman in company, who, although he 
does not pretend to the fmalleft Ikill in 
pictures, would rather remain ignorant for 
ever, than liften to the le£tures of a con- 
noifleur, walked on, by hknfelf, into the 
other apartments, while I endeavoured to 
profit by my inftru&or's knowledge. When 
the other gentleman returned, he faid, M I 
" know no more of painting than my 
" pointer 5 but there is a pi&ure in one of 
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" the other rooms, which I would rather 
" have than all thofe you feem to admire 
u fo much ; it is the portrait of a healthy, 
f< handfome, country woman, with her 
" child in her arms. There is nothing 
u interelling in the fubjedt, to be fure, be- 

• 

" caufe none of us are perfonally acquainted 
u with the woman. But I cannot help 
iC thinking the colours very natural. The 
" young woman's countenance is agreeable, 
u and expreflive of fondnefs and the joy of 
" a mother over a firfl-born. The child is 
14 a robuft, chubby-cheeked fellow ; fuch as 
11 the fon of a peafant fhould be." 

We followed him into the room, and the 
pi£ture which pleafed him fo much, was the 
famous Madonna della Seggiola of Raphael. 
Our inftru£tor immediately called out, 
Vira ! and pronounced him a man of a 
genuine tafte ; becaufe, without any pre- 
vious knowledge or inftruftion, he had 
fixed his admiration on the fineft picture in 
Florence. But this gentleman, as foon as 
he underftood what the picture was, dis- 
claimed all title to praife 5 " Becaufe," faid 
he, " although, when I confidered that 
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u pi&ure, fimply as the reprefentation of a 
u blooming country wench hugging her 
" child, I admired the art of the painter, 
" and thought it one of the trucft copies of 
" nature I ever faw ; yet, I confcfs, my 
" admiration is much abated, now that you 
" inform me his intention was to reprefent 
" the Virgin Mary." " Why fo ?" replied 
" the Cicerone , " the Virgin Mary was 
" not of higher rank. She was but a poor 
u woman, living in a little village in Ga- 
" lilee." " No rank in life, 0 faid the other, 
u could give additional dignity to the perfon 
" who had been told by an Angel from 
i% heaven, that fhe had found favour with 
4t God ; that her Son fliould be called the 
" Son of the Higheft ; and who, herfelf, 
was cohfcious of all the miraculous cir- 
u cumrflances attending his conception and 
" birth. In the countenance of fuch a 
" woman, befides comelinefs/ and the ufual 
u affe£tion of a mother, I looked for the 
st mod lively expreflion of admiration, gra- 
" titude, virgin modefty, and divine love. 
H And when I am told, the pifture is by 
11 the greateft painter that ever lived, I am 
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' LETTER LXXVIII. 

■ 

Milan, 

For a poft or two after leaving Florence, 
and about as much before you arrive at Bo- 
logna, the road is very agreeable ; the reft of 
your journey between thofe two cities is 
over the iandy Apennines. 

We had the good fortune to find at Bo- 
logna, Sir William and Lady Hamilton, 
Mr. Fitzherbert, Mr. Kennedy, Lord Lum- 
]ey, and Sir Harry Featherfton. Our ori- 
ginal intention was to have proceeded 
■ without delay to Milan ; but on fuch ap- 
agreeable meeting it was impoflible not to 
remain a few days at Bologna. 

I went to the Academy on the day of 
•diftiibuting the prizes for the beft fpecimens 
and defigns in painting, fculpture, and ar- 
chitecture ; a difcourfe in praife of the fine 
arts was pronounced by one of the profeflbrs, 
who took that opportunity of enumerating 
the fine qualities of the Cardinal Legate ^ 
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none of the virtues, great or (mall, were 
omitted on the occafion ; all were attributed 
in the fuperlative degree to this accomplifhed 
prince of the church. The learned orator 
acknowledged, however, that this panegyric 
did not properly belong to his fubje£t, but 
hoped that the audience, and particularly the 
Legate himfelf, who was prefent, would 
forgive him, in confideration that the eulogy 
had been wrung from him by the irrefiftible 
force of truth. The fame force drew forth 
fomething fimilar in praife of the Gonfa- 
lonier and other magiftrates who were 
prefent alfo ; and, what you may think very, 
remarkable, the number and importance of 
' the qualities atrtibuted to thofe diftinguifhed 
^perfons, kept an exa£l proportion with their- 
rank. Power in this happy city feems to 
have been weighed in the fcales of Juftice, 
and diftributed by the hand of Wifdom. 
All the inferior magiftrates, we were infor- 
med, are very worthy men, endowed with 
many excellent qualities ; the Gonfalonier 
h many more, and the Legate poflefles 
every virtue under the fun. If the Pope 
had entered the room, the too lavijQi pro- 
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feflbr would not have been able to help him. 
to a {ingle morfel of praife which had not 
been already ferved up. 

This town is at prefent quite full of 
ftrangers, who came to aflift at, the pro- 
ceflion of Corpus Domini, ^he Duke of 
Parma, feveral Cardinals, and other perfons 
of high diftin&ion, befides a prodigious 
crowd of citizens, attended this great feflival. 
The ftreets through which the Hoft was 
carried, under a magnificent canopy, were 
adorned with tapeftry, paintings, looking- 
glaiTes, and all the various kinds of finery 
which the inhabitants could produce. Many 
of the paintings feemed unfuitable to the 
occafion ; they were on-profane, and fomeof 
them on wanton fubje&s ; and it appeared 
extraordinary to fee the figures of Venus, 
Minerva, Apollo, Jupiter, and others of that 
abdicated family, arranged along the walls in 
honour of a triumph of the Corpus Chrifti. 

On our way to Milan we flopped a fhort 
time at Modena, the capital of the duchy of 
that name. The whole duchy is about 
fifty miles in length, and twenty-fix in 
breadth - } the town contains twenty thoufand 
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inhabitants ; the ftreets are in general large, 
ftraight, and ornamented with porticoes. 
This city is furrounded by a fortification, 
and farther fecured by a citadel ; it was 
anciently rendered famous by the fiege which 
Decimiis Brutus fuftained here againft Marc 
Antony, 

We proceeded next to Parma, a beautiful 
town, confiderably larger than Modena, and • 
defended, like ir, by a citadel jind regular 
fortification. The ftreets are well built, 
broad, and regular. The town is divided 
unequally by the little river Parma, which 
lofes itfelf in the Po, ten or twelve miles 
from this city. 

The theatre is the largeft of any in 
Europe ; and confequently a great deal larger 
than there is any occafion for. Every body 
has obferved, that it is fo favourable to the 
voice, that a whifper from the ftage is heard 
all over this immenfe houfe; but nobody 
tells us on what circumftance in the con- 
ftruftion this (prprifing effeft depends. 

The Modenefe was the native country of 
Correggio, but he paffed mod of his life at 
Parma. Several of the churches are orna- 
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merited by the pencil of that great artift, • 
particularly the cupola of the cathedral, 
the painting of which has been fo greatly- 
admired for the grandeur of the defign 
and the boldnefs of the fore-fhortenings. 
It is now fpoiled in fuch a manner, that 
•its principal beauties are not eafily diftin- 
guifhed. 

Some of the bed pictures in the Ducal 
Palace have been removed to Naples and 
elfewhere ; but the famous pidlure of the 
Virgin, in which Mary Magdalen and 
St. Jerom are introduced, ftill remains. 
In this compofition Correggio has been 
thought to have united, in a fupreme degree, 

beauties which are feldom found in the fame 

■ 

piece ; an excellence in any one of which 
has been fufficient to raife other artifts 

4- > * 

to celebrity. The fame connoifleurs aficrt, 
that this picture is equally worthy of 
admiration, on account of the frefhnefs 
of the colouring,' the inexpreifible grace- 
fulnefs of the defign, and the exquifite 
tendernefs of the expreflion. After I had 
heard all thofe fine things faid over and over 
again, I thought I had nothing to do 
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but admire ; and I had prepared my mind 
accordingly. — Would to Heaven that the 
refpe&able body of connoiffeurs were agreed 
in opinion, and I fhould mod readily fubmit 
mine to theirs ! But while the above eulo- 
gium ftill refounded in my ears, other 
connoiffeurs have afferted that this pi&ure is 
full of affe&ation ; that the fhadowing is of 
a dirty brown, the attitude of the Magdalen 
conftrained and unnatural ; that ftie may 
flrive to the end of time, without ever being 
able to kifs the foot of the infant Jefus in 
her prefent pofition ; that fhe has the look 
of an idiot ; and that the Virgin herfelf is 
but a vulgar figure, and feems not a great 
deal wifer ; that the angels have a ridiculous 
fimper; and mod abominable air of affec- 
tation ; and finally, that St Jerpm has the 
appearance of a fturdy beggar* who intrudes 
his brawny figure where it has no right 
to be, 

Diftra&ed with fuch oppofite fentiments, 
what can a plain man do, who has no great 
reliance on his own judgment, and wifhes 
to give offence to neither party? I fhali- 
leave the picture as I found it, to anfwer 
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for itfelf, with a fingle remark in favour 
of the angels, I cannot take upon me to 
fay how the real angels of heaven look ; but 
I certainly have feen fome earthly angels, of 
my acquaintance, afiume the fimper and air 
of thofe in this pi&ure, when they wifhed to 
appear quite celeftial. 

'The duchies of Modena, Parma, and 
Placentia, are exceedingly fertile. The foil 
is naturally rich, and the climate, being 
moifler here than in many other parts of 
Italy, produces more plentiful paflurage for 
cattle. The road runs over a continued plain,- 
among meadows and corn-fields, divided by 
rows of trees, from whofe branches the vines 
hang in beautiful feftoons. We had the 
pleafure of thinking, as we drove along, 
that the peafants are not deprived of the 
bleffings of the fmiling fertility among which 
they live. They had in general a neat, 
contented, and cheerful appearance. The . 
women are fuccefsfullv attentive to the 
ornaments of drefs, whi<^i is never the cafe 
amidfl oppreffive poverty. 

Notwithrtanding the fertility of the coun- 
try around it, the town of Placentia itfelf 
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is but thinly inhabited, and feems to be in 
aftate of decay. What firfl: flrikes a ftranger - 
on entering this city, are two equeftrian 
ftatues, in bronze, by Giovanni di Bologna ; 
they (land in the principal fquare, before the 
Town-houfe. The bed of the two repre- 
fents that confummate general Alexander 
Farnefe, Duke of Parma and Placentia, who 
commanded the army of Philip II. in the 
Netherlands. The infcription on the pe- 
deftal mentions his having relieved the city 
of Paris, when called to the affiftance of 
the League into France, where his great 
military {kill, and cool intrepidity, enabled 

• 

him to baffle all the ardent impetuofity of 
the gallant Henry. He was certainly worthy 
of a better mafter, and of ferving in a better 
caufe. We cannot, without regret, behold 
a Prince, of the Duke of Paima's ^talents 
and charadter, fupporting the pride of an 
unrelenting tyrant, and the rancour of 
furious fanatics. 

Except the Ducal Palace, and fome pic- 
tures in .the churches, which I dare fwear 
you will cordially forgive me. for palling, 
over undefcribed, I believe there is not ^ 
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great deal imhis city worthy of attention; 
at all events I can fay little abourthem, as 
we remained here only a few -hours during 
the heat of the day, and fet out the fame 
evening for Milan. 



LETTER LXX1X. 

* 

, Milam. 

M il an, the ancient capital of Lombardy, 
is the largeft city in Italy, except Rome, but 
though it is thought rather to exceed Na- 
ples in fize, it does not contain above one- 
half the number of inhabitants. 

The cathedral ftands in the centre of the 
city, and, after St. Peter's, is the mod con- 
fiderable building in Italy. It ought by 
this time to be the largeft in the world, if 
what they tell us be true, that it is near four 
hundred years fince it was begun, and that 
there has been a confiderable number of 
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men daily employed in completing it ever 
fince; but as the injuries which time does 
to the ancient parts of the fabric, keep them 
in conftant employment, without the pof- 
fibility of their work being ever completed, 
MartiaPs epigram, on the barber Eutrapelus, 
has been applied to them with great pro- 
priety. That poor man, it feems, performed 
his operations fo very flowly, that the beards 
of his patients required {having again on 
the fide where he had begun, by the time 

he had finiftied the other. 

• 

EUTRAPELUS TONSOR DUM CIRCUIT OR A 
LUPERCI, 

EXPUNG1TQUE GEN AS, ALTERA BARBA 
SUB1T. 

No church in Chriftendom is fo much load- 
ed, I had almofi: faid disfigured, with orna- 
ments. The number of ftatues, withinfide 
and without, is prodigious ; they are all of 
marble, and many of them finely wrought. 
The greater part cannot be diftin&Iy feen 
from below, and therefore certainly have 
nothing to do above. Befides thofe which 
are of a fize, and in a fituation to be dif- 
iinguiflied from the ftreet, there are great 

numbers 
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numbers of fmaller ftatues, like fairies, 
peeping from every cornice, and hid among 
the grotefque ornaments, which are here in 
vaft profufion. They mufl have coft much 
labour to the artift who formed them, and 
are ftill a fource of toil to ftrangers, who, in 
compliment to the perfon who harangues on 
the beauties of this church, which he fays is, 
the eighth wonder of the world, are ob- 
liged to afcend to the roof -to have a nearer 
view of them. m .... 

This vaft fabric is not fimply encrufted, 
which is not uncommon in Italy, but en- 
tirely built of folid white marble, and fup- 
ported by fifty columns, faid to be eighty- 
four feet high. The four pillars under the 
cupola, are twenty - eight feet in circum- 
; ference. By much the fined ftatue belong- 
ing to it is that of St. Bartholomew. He 
appears flayed, with his Akin flung around 
his middle like a fafh, and in the eafieft 
and mod degage manner imaginable. The 
mufcles are_well expreffed; and the figure 
might be placed with great propriety in the 
ball of an anatomift ; but, expofed as it is 
to the view of people of all profeflionSj 

VOL. II. R 
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and of both fexes, it excites more difgufl 
and horror than admiration. Like thofe 
beggars who uncover their fores in the 
fireet, the artift has deft royed -the very effedk 
he meant to produce. This would have 
fufficiently evinced, that the ftatue was not 
the work of Praxitiles, without the infcrip- 
tion on the pedeftal : 

JfON ME PRAXITILES, SED MARCUS FINXIT 
AGRATI* 

The infule of the choir is ornamented by 
fojne highly efteemed fculpture in wood. 
From the roof hangs a cafe of cry ftal, fur- 
rounded by rays of gilt metal, and inclofing 
a nail, faid to be one of thofe by which our 
Saviour was nailed to the crofs. The trea- 
fury belonging to this church is reckoned the 
richeft in Italy, after that of Loretto. It is 
compofed of jewels, relics, and curiofities of 
various kinds; but what is efteemed above 
all the reft, is a fmall portion of Aaron's 
jrod, which is carefully preferved there. 

The Ambrofian Library is faid to be one 

§ 

* I am the workmanship of Btarcus Agratjs, oof 
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cff the mod valuable colle£tions of books 
and manufcripts in Europe. It is open a 
certain number of hours every day ; and 
there are accommodations for thofe who 
come to read or make extra£ts. 

In the Mufeum, adjoining to the Library, 
are a confiderable number of pi&ures, and 
n many natural curiofities. Among thefe they 
fhew a human ikeleton. This does not 
excite a great deal of attention, till you are 
informed that it confifts of the bones of a 
Milanefe lady, of diftinguifhed beauty, who, 
by her laft will, ordained that her body 
fliould be difle&ed, and the (keleton placed 
in this Mufeum, for the contemplation of 
pofterity. If this lady only meant to give a 
proof of the tranfient nature of external 
charms, and that a beautiful woman is not 
more defirable after death than a homefy 
one, (he might have allowed her body to be 
configned to duft in the ufual way. In fpite 
of all the cofmetics and other auxiliaries 
which vanity employs to varnifli and to 
fupport decaying beauty and flaccid charms, 
the world' have been long fatisfied, that death, 
is not neceflary to put the fair and thee 
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homely on a level ; a very few years, even 
during life, do the bufineft, , 

There is no place in Italy, perhaps I 
might have faid in Europe, where ftrangers 
are received in fuch. an .eafy, hofpitabta 
manner, as at Milan, Formerly the Milanefe 
nobility difplayed a degree of fplendour and: 
magnificence, not only in their enter- 
tainments, but in their ufual ftyle of living,, 
unknown in any other country *in Europe. 
They are under a neceffity at prefent of 
living at lefs expence, but they ftiil (hew the 
fame obliging and hofpitable difpofitton. 
This country having, not very long fince,. 
been poffefled by the French, from whom it 
devolved to the Spaniards, and from them to 
the Germans, the troops of thofe nations? 
have, at different periods, had their refulence 
here, and, in the courfe of thefe viciflitudes,.; 
produced a ftyle of manners, and damped a> 
character on the inhabitants of this duchy, 
different from what prevails in any other 
part . of Italy ; and nice obfervers imagine 
they perceive in Milanefe manners the polite- 
nefs, formality, and honefty imputed to* 
thofe three nations, blended with the; in- 
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genuky natural to Italians/ . Whatever un- 
eafinefs the inhabitants of Milan may feel, 
from the idea of their being under German 
government, they fecm univerfally pleafed 
with the perfonal chara&er of Count Fer- 
mian, who has refided here many years as 
Minifter from Vienna, equally to the fa- 
tisfa<Stion of the Emprefs Queen, the in- 
habitants of Milan, and the ftrangers who 
occafionally travel this way. 

The Great Theatre having been burnt to 
the ground laft year, there are no dramatic 
entertainments, except at a fmall temporary 
playhoufe, which is little frequented; but 
the company affemble every evening in their 
• carriages on the ramparts, and drive about 
in the fame manner as at Naples, till it is 
pretty late. In Italy, the ladies have no notion 
of quitting their carriages at the public 
walks, and ufing their own legs, as in En- 
gland and France. On feeing the number 
of fcrvants, and the fplendour of the equi- 
pages which appear every evening at the 
Corfo on the ramparts, one would not fuf- 
pe& that degree .of depopulation and dimi- 
nution of wealth, which wc are affured h*s 
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taken place within thefe few years all over 
cthe Milanefe ; and which, according to my 
information, proceeds from the burthenfome 
nature of fome late taxes, and the infolent 
and oppreflive manrter in which they ave 
gathered. . . 

The natural productions of this fertile 
country muft occafion a confiderable com- 
merce, by the exportation of grain, particu- 
larly rice ; cattle, cheefe, and by the various 
manufactures of filken and. velvet fluffs, 
ftockings, handkerchiefs, ribbands, gold and 
frlver laces, and embroideries, woollen and 
linen cloths, as well as by fome large manu- 
factures of glafs, and earthen ware in imita- 
tion of china, which are eftablifhed here. 
But I am told monopolies are too much 
protected here, and that prejudices againft 
the profeffion of a merchant dill exift in 
the minds of the only people who have 
money. Thefe cannot fail to check induftry, 
and deprefs the foul of commerce ; ami 
perhaps there is little probability that the 
inhabitants of Milan will overcome this 
unfortunate turn of mind while they remain 
under German dominion, and adopt German 
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kfeas. The peafants, though more at their 
eafe than -in many other places, yet are not 
fo much fo as might he expe&ed in fo very 
fertile a country. Why are the inhabitants 
of the rich plains of Lombardy, where na- 
ture pours forth her gifts in fuch profufion^ 
lefs opulent than thofe of the mountains of , 
Switzerland ? Becaufe Freedom, whofe in- 
fluence is more benign than funfhine and 
zephyrs, who covers the rugged rock with 
foil, chains the fickly fwamp, and clothes* 
the brown heath in verdure ; who drefles 
the labourer's face with fmilcs, and makes 
him behold his increafing family with] de- 
light and exultation ; Freedom has aban- 
doned the fertile fields of Lombardy, and 
dwells among the mountains of Switzerland.. 
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LETTER LXXX. 



W 



Chamberry* 

E maJ e To flur, a ftay ,, Turin ,ha, 
I did no thing of writing from thence. 
I (hall now give you a fketch of our pro- 
grefs fmce my laft. 

We left Milan at midnight, and arnive3 
the next evening at Turin before the (hut- 
ting of the gates. All the approaches to that 
city are magnificent. It is fituated at the 
bottom of the Alps, in a fine plain watered 
by the Po. Moft of the ftreets are well 
built, .uniform, clean, ftraight, and termi- 
nating on fome agreeable objeft The 
Strada di Po, leading to the palace, the fineft 
and largeft in the city, is adorned with por- 
ticoes equally beautiful and convenient. The 
four gates are alfo highly ornamental. There ' 
can be no more agreeable walk than that 
around the ramparts. The fortifications are 
regular and in good repair, and the citadel is 
reckoned one of the ftrongeft in Europe* 
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The royal palace and the gardens are ad- 
mired by fome. The apartments difplay 
neatnefs rather than magnificence. The 
rooms are fmall, but numerous. The fur- 
niture is rich and elegant ; even the floors 
attradt attention, and mad peculiarly ftrike 
ftrangers who come from Rome and Bo- 
Jogna ; they are ourioufly inlaid with va- 
rious kinds of wood, and kept always in ps 
ftate of -(hining brightnefs. The pictures, 
ftatues, and antiquities in the palace, are of 
great value; of the former there are fome 
by the greateft matters, but thofe of the 
Flemifh fchool predominate. 

No royal family in Europe are more- 
rigid obfervers of the laws of etiquette tharn 
that of Sardinia ; all their movements are- 
uniform and invariable. The hour of rifing, 
of going to mafs, of taking the air; every- 
thing is regulated Uke clock-work. Thofe- 
Mluftrious perfons muft have a vafl fund of 
natural good-humour, to enable them to 
perfevere in fuch a wearifome routine, an# 
fupport their fpirits under fuch a continued! 
weight of oppreffive formality. 

We had the fati$fa<5tion of feeing them 
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all at mafs ; but as the Duke of Hamilton 
grows more impatient to get to England 
the nearer we approach it, he declined being 
prefented at court, and we left Turin two 
days after our arrival. • . / ' 

We flopped a few hours, during the heat 
of the day, at a fmall village, called St. An>- 
bfofe, two or three pofts from Turin. I 
never experienced more intenfe heat than 
during this day, while we were tantalized 
with a view of the fnow on the top of the 
Alps, which feem to overhang this place, 
though, in reality, they are fome leagues 
diftant. While we remained at St. Ambrofe 
there was a grand proceflion, All the men, 
women,* and children, who were able to 
crawl, attended ; feveral old women carried 
crucifixes, others pictures of the Saint^or 
flags fixed to the ends of long poles ; they 
feemed to have fome difficulty in wielding 
them, yet the good old women tottered 
along as happy as fomany young enfigns the 
fir ft time they bend under 1 the regimental 
colours. Four men, carrying a box upon 
their flioulders, walked before the reft. I 
afked what the box contained, and was in- 
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fofmed, by a fagacious looking old man r 
that it contained the bones of St. John. I 
. enquired if all the Saint's bones were there ; 
he affured me, that not even a joint of his 
little finger was wanting; " Becaufe," con^ 
tinued I, " I have feen a confiderable 
" number of bones in different parts of 
u Italy, which are faid to be the bones of 
" St. John." He fmiled at my timplicity, 
and faid the world was full of impofition - r 
but nothing could be more certain, than 

that thofe in the box were the true bones of 

» * 

the Saint; he had remembered them ever 
fince he was a child — ^and his father, when 
on his death-bed, had told him on the word 
of a dying man, that they belonged to St. 
John and no other body.. 
. At Novalezza,' a village at the bottom of 
Mount Cenis^our carriages were taken to 
pieces, and delivered to muleteers to be car- 
ried to Lanebourg. 1 had bargained with ; 
the Vitturino, before we left Turin, for 
our paflage over the mountain in the chairs 
commonly ufed on fuch occafions. The 
fellow had informed us there was no pofli- 
bili ty. of going in any other manner y but 
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when we came to this place, I faw no dilE- 
culty in being carried up by mules, which 
we all preferred to the great fatisfadtion of 
our knavifh condu6tor, who thereby faved 
the expence of one half the chairmen, foe 
whofe labour he was already paid. 

We rode up this mountain, which has 
been defenbed in fuch formidable terms 
with great eafe. At the top there is a fine 
verdant plain of five or fix miles in length;, 
we halted at an inn, called Santa Croce,. 
where Piedmont ends, and Savoy begins. 
Here we were regaled with fried trout,, 
catched in a large lake within fight, from 
which the river Doria arifes, which runs to 
Turin in conjun&ion with the Po. Though 
we afcend no higher than this plain, which 
is the fummit of Mount Cenis, the moun- 
tains aFOund are much higher ; in paffing 
the plain we felt the air fo keen, that we 
were glad to have recourfe to our great-coats ^ 
which, at the bottom of the hill, we had 
confidered as a very fuperfluous part of our 
baggage. I had a great deal of conversation^ 
in paffing the mountain with a poor boy* 
who accompanied us from Novalezza ta 
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take back the mules ; he told me he could 
neither read nor write, and had never been, 
farther than Suza on one fide of the mouh- 
tain, and Lanebourg on the other. He 
fpoke four languages ; Piedmontefe, which 
is his native language ; this is a kind of 
Patois very different from Italian ; the Pa- 
tois of the peafants of .Savoy, which is 
equally different from French ; he alfo fpoker 
Italian and French wonderfully well ; the 
fecond he had learnt from the Savoyard 
chairmen, and the two laft from Italian and 
French travellers whom he has accompanied 
over Mount Cenis, where he has paffed his 
life hitherto, and which he feems to have no 
defire of leaving. If you chance to be con- 
sulted by any parent who inclines to fend; 
their fon& abroad, merely that they may be 
removed from London and acquire modera. 
languages in the moft oeconomicaL manner,, 
you now know what place to recommend.. 
In none where opportunities for this branch; 
of educatioa are equal, is living cheaper than 
at Mount Cenis, and I know nothing in* 
which it has any refemblance to London^ 
except that it ftands on much the famfc. 
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quantity of ground. I afked this boy why 

he did not learn Englifh ? — He had all the 

inclination in the world. — " Why don't 
« 

" you learn it then as well as French?" 
u On attrape le Fran<jois, Monfieur, bon 
" gre, mal gre" anfwered he, " mais Mef- 
u fieurs les Anglois parlent peu." 

When we arrived at the North fide of 
the mountain we difaiiffed our mules, and 
had recourfe to our Alpian chairs and chair- 
men. The* chairs are conftru£ted in the 
fimpleft manner, and perfectly anf\v«er the 
purpofe for which they arc intended. The 
chairmen are ftrong-made, nervous, little 
fellows, One of them was betrothed to a 
girl at Lanebourg, and was to be married 
that evening. I could not, in confeience, 
permit him to have any part in carrying me, 
but dirc&ly appointed him to Jack's chair* 
The young fellow prefented us all with rib- 
bands, which we wore in our hats, in honour 
of the bride. <fi Are you very fond of your 
" miftrtfs, friend ?" faid I. "11 faut que 
" je l'aime beaucoup," anfwered he, " puit- 
" que, pauvre garcjon comme me voila, je 
i' donne trente livres au pretre pour nous 
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* c marier." To tax matrimony, and oblige 
the people who beget and maintain children 
to pay to thofe who maintain none, feem* 
bad policy; and it is furprifing that a prince 
who attends fo minutely, as his Sardinian 
Majefty, to the welfare of his fubjedts, does 
not remedy fo great an abufe.. 

As our carriers jogged zig-zag, according 
to the courfe of the road, down the moun- 
tain, they laughed and fung all the way* 
" How comes it," faid I to the Duke, 
" that chairmen are generally merrier than 
" thofe they carry? To- hear thefe fellows 
" without feeing them, one would imagine 
" that we had the laborious part, while they 
" fat at their eafe." " True," anfwered he ; 
" and the fame perfon might conclude, on 

hearing the bridegroom fing fo cheerfully, 
" that we were juft going to be married and 
" not he." Wf^arrived ia a fhort time at 
the inn at Lanebowg,. nothing having fur- 
priftd me fo much in the paflage of this 
mountain, the difficulty and danger of which 
have been greatly exaggerated by travellers* 
as the facility with which we atchieved'it. 
. As foonas the fcattered members of our 
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carriages were joined together, we proceeded* 
on our journey. The road is never level, 
but a continued afcent and defcent along the 
fide of high mountains We fometimes faw 
villages fituated at a vaft height above us 
at other times they were feen, with difficulty,, 
in the vales, at an immenfe depth below us.. 
The village of Modane (lands in a hollow,. * 
furrounded by ftupendous mountains. It 
began to grow dark when we defcended 
from a great height into this hollow; we 
could only perceive the rugged fummits, 
and fides of the mountains which encirclfe* 
the village, but not the village itfelf, or any 
part of the plain at the bottom ; we therefore 
feemed defcending from the furface, by a 
dark abyfs leading to the centre of the 
globe. We arrived fafe at Modane, howe- 
ver ; for the road is good in every refp-edty 
fieepnefs excepted. Next morning we con^ 
tinued our courfe, by a miferable place 
called La Chambre, to Aiguebelle, a village 
of much the famfe defcription. According 
to fome authors, this was the road by which 
Hannibal led his army into Italy. They 
aflert, that the plain at the fummit o£ 
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Mount Cenis was the place where he refted 
his army for four clay, and from which he 
fhowed his foldiers the fertile plains .of Italy, 
and encouraged them to perfevere : others 
aflert, that he led his army into Italy by 
Mount St, Bernard. This is a difcuflion 
into which I am not qualified to enter ; but 
General Melvil, a gentleman of learning, 
probity, and great profeflional merit, in hia 
way to Italy, where he now is, endeavoured 
to trace the route of the Carthaginian army 
with great attention, and imagines he has 
been fuccefsful in his refearcbes. He has. 
alfo afcertained the fpots on which fome of 
the mod memorable battles were fought, by 
carefully comparing the defcription of Poly- 
bius, and other authors, with the fields of 
battle, and has detedled many miftakes 
which have prevailed on this curious fubjeft ; 
every where fupporting his own hypothefis 
by arguments, which none but one who has 
carefully perufed the various authors, and 
examined the ground with a ibldier's eye, 
could adduce. The fame gentleman has 
likewife made fome obfervations relating to, 
the arms of the ancient Romans, and theU v 
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ta&ics in general, which are equally new 
and ingenious, and whfth, it is hoped, he 
will in due time give to the Public. 

Wp arrived at the inn at Aiguebelle juft 
in time to avoid an exceflive ftorm of thun- 
der and rain, which lafted with great vio- 
lence through the whole night. Thofe 

- 

who have never heard thunder in a very- 
mountainous country, can form no idea of 
the loudnefs, repetition, and length of the 
peals we heard this night. Many of th« 
inhabitants of thofe mountains have never 
fecn better houfes than their own huts, or 
any other country than the Alps. What a 
rugged, boifterous piece of work muft they 
take this world to be ! v 

I fancy you have by this time had enough 
of mountains and vallies, fo if you pleafe we 
fhall fkip over Montmelian to Chamberry, 
where we arrived the fame day on which 
we left Aiguebelle. To-morrow we /hall 
lleep at Geneva. I did not expeft much 
fleep this night from the thoughts of it f 
and therefore have fat up almoft till day-break, 
writing this letter.. 
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i 

Besan^on.. 

The Duke of Hamilton went fome weeks 
ago to vifit an acquaintance in one of the 
provinces of France. As I inclined rather 
to pafs that time at Geneva, we agreed to 
meet at Paris, whither Jack and I are thus 
far on our way. 

I mu(l now fairly confefs that I found 
myfelf fo happy with my kind friends the 
Genevois, that I could not fpare an hour 
from their company to write to you or any 
correfpondent, unlefs on indifpenfable bu- 
finefs. I might alfo plead, that you your- 
felf have been in fome maafure the caufe of 
my being feduced from my pern In your 
laft letter, which 1 found waiting for me at 
the poft-houfe at Geneva, you mention a 
late publication, in terms that gave me a- 
curiofity to fee it ; and an Englifli gentleman, 
who had the only copy which has as yet 
reached that city, was fo obliging as to lend. 



Digitized by 



ioA VIEW OF SOCIEtY ATW 

it me. The hours which I ufually allot to 
fleep, were all I had in my power to -pafe 
alone and they wet e very confiderably ab- 
ridged k by this admirable performance. The 
extenfive reading there difplayed, the per- 
fpicuity with which hiftorical fa£ts are re- 
lated, the new light in which many of them 
are placed, the depth of the reflexions, and 
the dignity and nervous force of the lan- 
guage, all announce the hand of a mafter. 
If the author lives to complete his arduous 
undertaking, he will do more to diflipate fhe 
hiftorical darknefs which overftiadows the 
middle ages, give a clearer Hi/lory of the 

m 

Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, and 
fill up, in a more fatisfa£tory manner, the 
long interval between ancient and modern 
hiftory, than all -the writers who have pre- 
ceded him. Thi$ accounts for my long 
filence. . You fee I refume my pen the very 
flrft opportunity, after the caufes I have 
afligned for it are removed, which ought to 
give the more weight to my apology. \ 
As I have frequently been at Lyons, I 
chofe, on this ocafion, to return to Paris 
by Franche Comt^ and Champagne. We 
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accordingly fet out very .early yefterday 
morning, and were by no means in high 
fpirits when we left Geneva, a'nd paffed 
along the fide of the lake,* through the Pays 
<te Vaud. The beauties of that country, 
though they aftonilli at firft fight, yet, like 
the characters of the inhabitants, they im* 
prove on intimacy". Every time I havq 
looked at the lake of Geneva, and its "de- 
lightful environs, I have difcovered fome- 
thing new to admire. As I entered the 
Ganton of Bern, I often turned about, $nd 
at laft withdrew my eyes from thofe favourite 
objects, with an emotion fimilar to what 
you feel on taking leave of a friend, whom 
you have reafon to think you fhall never fee 
again. 

The firft place we came to on entering 
France from the Canton of Bern, is a poot 
little town on a hill ; I forget its name* 
While the px>ftiiion flopped to put fome- 
thing to rights about the harnefs, I ftepped 
into a fhop where they fold wooden fhoes; 
and in the courfe of my converfation with 
a peafant, who had juft purchafed a pair foe 
bimfelf, and another for his wife, he fajj), 
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*' les Bemois font bien a leur aife, Mon*: 
u fieur, pendant que nous autres Francois 
" vivons * tres-durement, et cependant les 
« Bernois font des her&iques." " Voili/V 
foid an old woman, who fat in a corner 
reading her breviary; " voila,"' faid flie, 
taking off her ' fp-e£kacies, and layings her 
beads on the book, " ce que je trouve in- 
u cbmprehenfible.'' 

This was, however, at the extremity of 
France, and in a province lateJy acquired; 
for it mud be confefled, that it is not com- 
mon for the French to imagine that any* 
country whatever has the advantage of theirs 
in any one circumftance ; and they certainly 
are not fo apt to grumble as fome of their 
neighbours, who have lefs reafon. When 
I was laft at Geneva, a French hair-dreffer 
— Let me intreat you not to fliew this 

to vour friend , who is fo fond of 

people of quality, that he -thinks there is 
t)0 life out of their company. He would 
pthaw, and curfc my poor peafonts, and 
did wonjen, and hair-dreffers, and accufe 
ine of being too fond of fuch low company. 
As for the old women, I ana much raft* 
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talcen if there are not at lead as many to 
be found of both fexes in high life as in low; 
for the others, I declare 1 have no particular 
affe&ion, but I am fond of flrokes of nature 
and chara&er, and mud look for them 
where they are to be found. I introduce 
the prefent hair-dreffer to your acquaintance, 
becaufe, if I am not miftaken, he fpoke the 
fentiments of his whole nation, high and 
low. You fhall judge. This young fellow 
attended me every morning while I re- 
mained at Geneva ; he had been a year or 
two at London ; and while he drefled my 
hair, his tongue generally moved as quick 
as his fingers. He was full of his remarks 
. upon London, and the fine people whofe 
hair he pretended to have drefled. u Do 
u you not think," faid I, " that people may 
" live very happily in that country ?" 
i% Mais— pour cela, oui, Monfieur." " Do 
" you think, then, they happy ?" "Pour 
^ cela, non, Monfieur." " Can you guefs 
14 at the reafon why they are not, though 
M they have fo much reafon to be fo ? ,f 
" Oui, Monfieur, elle eft toute fimple/* 
£ Pray what is the reafon they are not 
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* 4 happy ? " 44 Ceil qu'ils ne font pas 
" deftines a rctcc/V 

A very* genteel young man, a Genevois* 
happened to call on me, for two minutes* 
while this frifeur was with me. The young 
gentleman had paffed fome time at Paris, 
and was drefled exa£Uy in the Parifian tatte. 
u He has much the air of one of your 
" countrymen," faid 1 to the Frenchman, 
as foon as the other had left the room. 

" Mon Dieu ! quelle difference," cried 
the frifeur, " For my part, I can fee none," 
faid L " Monfieur," refumed " he, foyez per- 
44 fuad£ qu'aucuii Genevois ne fcra jamais. 
*' pris pour un Fran^ais." 44 There are 
4i certainly fome peiit-maitres to be found 
" in this town," faid I. " Pardonnez- 
%i moi," replied he, 4< ils ne font que petit* 
4t maitres manques." 

« c Did you ever fee an Englishman," 
faid I, 44 who might pafs for a Frenchman ? ,f 
" Jamais de la vie, Monfieur!" replied he, 
with an accent of aftonifhment. 

" Suppofe him>" faid I, " a man of qua*. 
V. lity ? " " N'importe." 
. . " But," continued I, " fuppofe he had 

" lived 



MANNERS IN ITALY'. 4o$ 

w lived feveral years at Paris, that he was 
" naturally very handfome, and well made, 
" that he had been educated by the bed 
u Frenth dancing-mafter, his cldthes made 
" by the belt French taylor, and his hair 
" dreffed hy the moft eminent frifeur in 
" Paris?" " C'eft beaucoup, Monfieur, 
46 mais ce n'eft pas affez." " 

" What ! 11 exclaimed I, <f would you 
" ftill know him to be an Engliftiman P> 
u Affurcment, Monfieur." 1 
• " What ! before he fpoke ?" " Au pre* 
u mier coup-d'oeil, Monfieur." 

M The Devil you would ? but how ?" 
w C'eft que Meffieurs les Anglois ont un 
u air — une maniere de fe prefenter — un — 

que fais-je moi- — vous m'entendez bien, 

■ t ____ • 

u Monfieur — un certain air fi Gau ■ . 
' " Quel air, maraud?" " Enfin un air 
u qili eft charmant, fi vous voulett, Mon- 
€i fieur," faid he rapidly, " mais cjue le 
u Diable m'emporte fi c'eft -l'air Fiarigois.-' 
To-morrow 1 fhall take a view of this 
town, and proceed immediately after break- 
faft to Paris : meanwhile I wifh you very 
hsartiljr good nigHtr ,: < : [Li « : / •- : i 

VOL. II. S 



Digitized by Google 



4io virw or society as» 



LETTER LXXXII. 

« • 

\ 

Paris. 

I Made a longer flay at Befancon than I 
intended, and am now about to inform you 
what detained me. The morning after the 
date of my laft, as I returned to the inn 
from the parade, where I had been to fee 
the troops, I met a fervant of the Marquis 
d e F who ran up to me the moment 

he knew me, and, in a breath, told me, 
that his mafter was at Befancon ; that he 
had been exceedingly ill, and thought, by 
the phyficians, in great danger; but his 
complaint having terminated in an ague, 
they had now the ftrongeft hopes of his 
recovery. I defired to be conduaed imme- 
diately to him. 

I found the Marquis alone ; pale, languid, 
and greatly emaciated. He expreffed, how- 
ever, equal pleaCure and furprife at this un* 
expefted vifit ; faid, he had been in danger 



MANNERS IN ITALY. 4*1 

• ** 

making a very long journey, and added, 
with a (mile, that no man had ever fet out 
with lefs inclination, for he hated travelling 
alone, and this was the only journey he 
could ever take, without wifhing fome of 
his friends to accompany him. He rejoiced, 
therefore, that he had been recalled in time 
to meet me before I fliould pafs ,on to 
Paris. u But tell me," continued he, " for 

I have ten thoufand queftions to alk — 
" but let us take things in order ; Eh 
" bien, donnez nous done des nouvelles. 
11 du Pap§ ? On nous a dit que vous aviez 
4i paflte par la ceremonie de la Pantoufle. 
*%Ne pourroit-on pas pendre au tragique 
" une mifere comn>e cela chez vous ou 
" le Saint Pere pafle pour une Babylomenne 
u de mauvaife vie?" Before I could make 
any anfwer I chanced to turn my eyes upon 
a perfon whom I had not before obferved, 
who fat very gravely upon a chair in a 
corner of the room, with a large periwig 
in full drefs upon his head. 

The Marquis, feeing my furprife at the 
fight of this unknown perfon, after a very 
feearty fit of laughter, begged pardon for 
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not having introduced me fooner to that 

« 

gentleman ( who was no other than a large 
monkey), and then told me, he had the 
honour of being attended by a phyfician, 
who had the reputation of pofleffing the 
greateft fkill, and who certainly wore the 
largeft periwigs of any dodtor in the, pro- 
vince. That one morning, while he was 
writing a prefcription at his bed- fide, this 
fame monkey had catched hold of his pe- 
riwig by one of the knots, and inftantly 
made the beft of his way out at the window, 
to the roof of a neighbouring houfe, from 
which poft he could not be diflodged, till 
the Doftor, having loft patience, had fent 
home for another wig, and never after 
could be prevailed on to accept of this, 
which had been fo much difgraced. That 
enfin, his valet, to whom the monkey be- 
longed, had, ever fince that adventure, ob- 
liged the culprit, by way of punifhment, 
to fit quietly for an hour every morning, 
with the periwig on his head, — Et pen- 
dant ces moments de tranquillite je fuis 
hot: ore de la fociet^ du venerable perfonage. 
Then addreffing himfelf to the monkey* 
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u Adieu, mon ami, pour aujourd'bui — ' 
w au plaiiir de vous revoir;" and the fer- 
vant immediately carried Monfieur le Me- 
decin out of the room. -~ , 

Afraid that the Marquis might be the 
"worfe for talking fo much, I attempted to 
withdraw, promifing to return in the even- 
ing; but this I could not get him to comply 
with. He affured me, that nothing did him 
fo much harm as holding his tongue ; and 
that the moft exceflive head-ache he had ever 
had in his life, was owing to his having 
been two hours without fpeaking, when he , 
made his sddreflTes to Madam de — ; — ; who 
could never forgive thofe who broke in upon 
the thread of her difcourfe, and whom he 
lo/l, after all, by uttering a few fentences 
before (he could recover her breath after 
a fit of freezing. In moft people's dif- 
courfe, added he, a freeze paffes for a full 
flop. " Mais- dans le Caquet eternel de 
" cette femme ce n'eft qu'une virgule." 

I then enquired after my friends Dubois 
and Fanchon. — He told me, that his mother 
had fettled them at her houfe in the country, 
where fhe heifeif chofe, of late, to pafs at 
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leaft one half of the year ; that Dubois was- 
of great fervice to her, in the quality of 
jfteward, and (he had taken a ftrong affe&ion 
for Fanchon, and that both hufband and 
Wife were loved and efteemed by the whole 
neighbourhood. " I once," continued the 
Marquis, 41 propofed to Fanchon, en ba- 
44 dinant, to make a trip to Paris, for (he 
14 muft be tired of fo much folitude." 
44 Have I not my hufband ?" faid fhe* 
44 Your hufband is not company," rejoined 
I, 44 your hufband, you know, is yourfelf. 
44 What do you think was her anfwer?" 
44 JElle m*a r^pondu," continued the Mar T 
quis, " Ah, Monfieur le Marquis; plus on 
4< s^loigne de foi-mcme, plus on s'^cart* 
44 du bonheur." 

In the progrefs of our converfation, I en- 
quired about the lady to whom he was to 
have been married, when the match was fo 
abruptly broken off by her father. He told 
me, the old gentleman's behaviour was 
explained a fhort time after our departure 
from Paris, by his daughter's marriage to 
a man of great fortune; but.whofe tafte, 
charadter, and turn of mind were effentially 
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different from thofe of the young lady; 
44 I fuppofe then," faid I, " fhe appeared 

indifferent about him from the begin* 
44 ning?" " Pardonnez-moi," replied the 
Marquis, u au commencement elle joua la 
" belle paffion pour fon mari, jufqu a fcan- 
44 dalifer le monde, peu-4-peu elle devint 
" plus raifonnable, et fur cet article les deuX 
<c epoux jouerent bientot a fortune ^gale ; 
44 a prefent ils s'amufent i fe chicaner dfc 
11 petites cotitradi&lons qui jettent plus 
44 d'amertume dam le commerce que de 
" torts decides." 

" Did you ever renew your acquaint* 

« ance?" : ' 
44 Je ne pouvois faire autrement, elle a 

14 marqud quelques petits regrets de m'avoir 

44 traite fi cruellement." 

14 And how did you like her/' faid I, 

14 on farther acquaintance? 

14 Jeliii ai trouve," anfwered he, " toiit 

44 ce qu'on petrt fouhaiter dans la femme 

44 cTun autra^ 
. The Marquis," feeling himfelf a little 

cold, and rifing from the fopha to ring 

for fome wood, had a view of the ftreeU 
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" O ho," crted he, looking earneftly < 

through the window, " regarded, regardez 1 

* cet horame"— u Quel homme ?" fa id I. 

f Cet homme a gros ventre," faid he; a 

and while he fpoke, his teeth began to t 

chatter. " Ah, Diable, voila mon chien . ( 

V d'acces — cet homme qui marche comme d 
u unDi — Di — Dindon, c*eft l'aumonier du y 

V regiment." I begged he would allow g 
himfelf to be put to bed, for by this: time 

he was all over fhivering with the violence d 

of the ague. ..- '.< ' 
u Non, non, ce a'eft rien," faid he, . ' 
M . il faut abfolument que je vous conte 

* - » * 

" cette hiftoire. Cet homme qui Pengraiffe * h 

" en nettoy— nett — et — et — en nettoyant \ 

u Tame de mes foldats, faifoit les yeux < 

u doux a la femmed'un Ca — Ca — Caporal ] 



t * < — Diantre, je n'en peux plus. Adieu, 
" mon ami, c'eftla plus plaifante hift — lis 
" — pefte ! demandez mes gens." . 

He vyas put to bed dire&ly. I found the 
court below full of foldiers, who had come 
to enquire after their Colonel. Before I 
had reached the ftreet, the Marquis's valeN 
de-chambre overtook me, le ris fur la bouche* 
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ct les larmes aux yeux, with a meffage from 
his mafter. ' . ^ 

The foldiers crowded about us, with an- 
xiety on all their countenances. I affured 
them, there was no danger; that their 
Colonel would be well within a very few ' 
days. This was heard with every mark of 
joy, and they difperfed, to communicate the 
good news to their comrades, 

" Ah ! Monfieur," laid the valet, ad- 
dreffing himfelf to me, " il eft tant aime de 
" ces braves gar<jons ! et il merite fi bien 
" de rctrer 1 

Next dav he looked better, and was in 
his ufual fpirits; the day following, he 
was ftill better ; and having taken a proper 
quantity of the bark during the interval', 
he had no return of , the fever. As he has 
promifed to continue the ufe of the bark, 
in fufficient doles, for fome time, and as 
relapfes are not frequent at this feafon of the 
year, I am perfuaded the affair is over, and 
that he wiil gradually gain ftrcngth till he is 
perfedtlv recovered. 

He received me with lefs gaiety than 
ufual, the day on which i took my leave, 



t 
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and ufed many obliging expreffions, Which,, 
however you may (mile, I am entirely dif- 
pofed to believe were fincere ; for, « 

Altho' the candy'd tongue lick abfurd pomp, % * 
And crook the pregnant hinges of the knee, 
Where thrift may follow fawning : . 
Why fliould the poor be flatter 'd ? % 1 

Juft as I was returning, we heard the ] 
jnulic of the troops marching ofF the pa- j 
rade. — u A propos," cried he, " How do < 

your affairs go on with your Colonies r , 
I foid, I hoped every thing would be ar- j 
ranged and fettled very foon. 

% • u Ne crcyez-vous pas,' 1 faid he, " que . 1 
" ces Meffieurs," pointing to the troops 
which then paffed below the window, 
" pourroient entrer pour quelque chofe dans 
" l'airangcment V 9 

I faid, I did not imagine the Americans 
were fuch fools as to break all connexion 
with their friends, and then rifk falling into 
the power of their enemies. 

" II me femble, 1 ' anfwered he, " que ces 
M Meflieurs font aflez peu de cas de votre 

amitie, at auffi, quand vous aurez prouy^ 
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#< qu'ils ont tort, il ne s'en fuivra pas que 
11 vous ayiez toujours eu raifon." " Aliens," 
continued be, feeing that I looked a little 
grave, point d'humeur;" then feizing 
my hand, " permettez moi, je vous prie 
11 d'aimer les Anglais fans hair les Amd- 

mm • It 

€i ricains. 

' I foon after parted with this amiable 
Frenchman, whofe gaiety, wit, and agreeable 
manners, if I may judge from my own 
experience, reprefent the charadier and 
difpofition of great numbers of his coun- 
trymfcn, - 

After a very agreeable journey by Gray, 
Langres, and Troyes, we arrived at 
capital a few days ago. 



* < 
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LETTER LXXXIII. 

* • * • » 

Paris. 

* * * * 

Although it is a confiderable time fince 
my arrival, - yet, as you made fo long a flay 
at Paris while we were in Germany, I coutd 
not think of refuming my obfervations on 
the manners of this gay metropolis. It has 
been faid, . that thofe times are the mod 
interefling to read of, which were the moil 
difagreeable to live in. So 1 find the places 
in which it is mod agreeable to refide, are 
precifely thofe from which we have the leafl: 
inclination to write. There are fo many 
refources at Paris, that it always requires a 
great effort to write letters, of any con- 
fiderable length, from fuch a place. This is 
peculiarly my cafe at prefent, as 1 have the 
happinefs of paffing great part of my time 
with Mr. Andrew Stuart, whom I found at 
this hotel on my arrival. The integrity, 
candour, and ability of that gentleman's, 
conduit, during a long refidence, have 
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procured him a great number of friends 
in tjiis capital, and have eftablifhed a 
charadter which calumny attempted in vain 
to overthrow. Now that I have refolution 
to take up my pen, I fhall endeavour to 
clear the debt for which you dun me fo 
unmercifully. I own, I am furprifcd that 
you fhould require my opinion on the 
ufes of foreign travel, after perilling, as 
you muft have done, the Dialogues, lately 

• 

publifhed by an eminent divine, equally 
diftinguifhed for his learning and tafte. But 
as I know what makes you peculiarly 
folicitous on that fubjc£l at prefent, I fhall 
give you my fentiments, fuch as they-are^ 
without farther hefitation. 

I cannot help thinking, that a young man 
of fortune mayjpend a few years to advan- . 
tage, in travelling through fome of the 
principal countries of Europe, provided the 
, tour be well timed, and well conduced ; and, 
without thefe, what part of education can be 
of ufe ? 

In a former letter, I gave my reafons fdf 
preferring the plan of education at the public 
fchools of England, to any other now irt 
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ufe at home or abroad. After the young 
perfon has acquired the fundamental parts of 
learning, which ate taught at fchools, he wilt 
naturally be removed to fome univerfity. 
One of the mod elegant and. moll ingenious 
Writers of the prefent age has, in his Inquiry 
into the Caufes of the Wealth of Nations, 
pointed out many deficiencies in thofe 
feminaries. What that gentleman has faid on 
this fubjeft, may poffibly have fome effe£t in 
bringing about an improvement. But with 
all their deficiencies, it muft be acknowledged, 
that no univerfities have produced a greater 
number of men diftinguiftied for polite 
literature, and eminent for fcience, than 
thofe of England. If a young man ha* 
previoufly acquired the habit of application, 
and a tafte for learning, he will certainly 
find the means of improvement there ; and 
without thefe, I know not where he will 
make any progTefs in literature* But 
whatever plan is adopted, whether the young 
man ftudies at the univerfity, or at home 
With private teachers, while he is ftudying 
with diligence and alacrity, it would be doing 
him a moA effential injury, to interrupt him 
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by a premature expedition to the Continent, 
from an idea of his acquiring the graces, 
elegance of manner, or any of the accom- 
pliftiments which travelling is fuppofed to 
give. Literature is preferable to all other 
accomphftiments, and the men of rank wha 
poflefs it, have a fuperiority over thofe who 
do not, let their graces be what they may, 
which the latter feel and envy, while they 
affe£t to defpife. 

According to this plan, a youth properly- 
educated, will feldom begin his foreign tour 
before the age of twenty ; if it is a year or 
two later, there will be no harm. 

This is the age, it may be faid, when 
young men of fortune endeavour to get into* 

- Parliament: it is fo; but if they fhould 
remain out of Parliament till they are a few- 
years older, the affairs of the nation might 
poffibly go on as well. 

It may alfo be faid, if the tour is deferred 

. till the age of twenty, the youth will not, 
after that period of life, attain the modern 
languages in perfection. Nor will he acquire 
that eafy manner, and fine addrefs, \Vhich 
are only caught by an early acquaintance 
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with courts, and the affemblies of the gay 
and elegant. This is true to a certain degree ; 
but the anfwer is, that, by remaining 
at home, and applying to the purfuits 

of literature, he will make more valuable 

> 

attainments. 

I am at a lofs what to fay about thofe 
fame graces ; it is certainly defrrable to poffefs 
them, but they muft come, as it were, 
. fpontaneoufly, or they will not come at all. 
They fometimes appear as volunteers, but 

i 

cannot be prefled into any fervice ; and 
thofe who (hew the greateft anxiety about 
them, are the leaft likely to attain them. 
I Ihould be cautious, therefore, of advifing a 
young man to ftudy them either at home or 
abipad with much folicitude. Students 
of the graces are, generally, the mod 
abominable affe&ed fellows in the world. 

I have feen one of them make a whole 

♦ 

company fqueamifli. 

Though the pert familiarity of French 
children would not become an Englifh boy, 
yet it merits the earlieft and the utmofl 
attention to prevent or conquer that awk- 
ward timidity which fo often oppreffes the 
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latter when he comes into company. The 
timrdity I fpeak of, is entirely different from 
modefty. I have feen the mod impudent V 
boys I ever knew almoft convulfed with 
conftraint in the prefence of Grangers, or 
when they were required to pronounce a 
fingle fentence of civility. But it was only 
on fuch occafions they were bafhful. Among 
their companions or inferiors, they were 
faucy, rude, and boifterous. 

If boys of this defcription only were 
liable to baflifulnefs, it would be a pity 
to remove it. But although this quality is 
d;(Vin£t from modefty, it is not incompatible 
with it. Boys of the mod modeft and mod 
amiable difpofition are often overwhelmed 
with it ; from them it ought to be removed, 
if it can be done, without endangering that 
modefty which is fo great an ornament to 
youth, and indeed to every period of life. 
This, furely, may be done in- England, as 
well as in any other country ; but it is too 
much negle&ed : many confider it as a' 
matter of no importance, or that it will 
wear off by time. We fee it, however, ' - 
often annihilate, and always impair, the - 
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efFeft of the greateft and moft ufeful talents. j m; 

After the care of forming the heart by of 

the principles of benevolence and integrity, ms 

perhaps one of the moft important parts of pai 

education is, to habituate a boy to behave Bu 

with modefty, but without reftraint, and to tim 

retain the full pofleffion of all his faculties in of 

any company, v ■ of 

To attain betimes that eafe and elegance affi 

of manner, which travelling is fuppofed I 

to beftow, and that the young gentleman poi 

may become perfectly mafter of the modern a j 

languages, fome have thought of mixing the coi 

two plans ; and, inftead of allowing him to the 

profecute his ftudies at home, fending him f or 

abroad, immediately on his coming from ye: 

fchool, on the fuppo'fition that, with the km 

affiftance of a tutor and foreign profeffors, f ltv 

he will proceed in the ftudy of philofophy, L c 

and other branches of literature, during the , by 

three or four years which are employed in f Hl 

the ufual tour. It will not be denied, that m 
a young man who has made good ufe of his , f le 

time at fchool and at the univerfity, who has re 

acquired fuch a tafte for fcience as to confider g( 

its purfuits as a pleafure, and not a tnflc, % 
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may, even during his travels, mix the ftudy 
of men with that of books, and continue to 
njakeprogrefs in the latter, when the greater 
part of his time is dedicated to the former. 
But that fuch a tafte will, for the firjl 
time, fpring up in the breall of a boy 
of fixteen or feventeen, amidft the diffipation 
of theatres, reviews, proceffions, balls, and 
affembhes, is, of all things, the leaft probable. 
Others, who think lightly of the im- 
portance of what is ufually called fcience to 
a young man of rank and fortune, ftilf 
contend, that a knowledge of hiftory, which 
they admit may be of fome ufe even to men of 
fortune, can certainly be acquired during the 
years of travelling. But what fort of a 
knowledge will it be which a boy, in fuch a 
fituation, will acquire? Not that which 
Lord Bolingbroke calls philofophy, teaching, 
by examples, a prqper conduS in the various 
ftttrations of public and private life, but 
merely a fucceflion of reigns, of battles, and 
fieges, ftored up in the memory without 
reflexion or application. I remember 3 young 
gentleman, whom a ftrong and retentive 
memory of fuch events often fet a- prating 
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■ * * * 

very mal-a-propos ; one of his companions 
expreffed much furprife at his knowledge, 
and wondered how he had laid up fuch a 
ftore. " Why, truly/ 1 replied he, with 
franknefs, " it is all owing to my bungling 
" blockhead of a valet, who takes up fuch an. 
" unconfcionable time in dreffing my hair, 
" thatj am glad to read to keep me from 
" fretting; and as there are no newfpapers, 
" or magazines, to be had in this country, 
u I have been driven to hiftory, which 
" anfwers nearly as well." 

But it fometimes happens, that young 
men who are far behind their contempo- 
raries in every kind of literature, are won- 
derfully advanced in the knowledge of the 
town, fo as to vie with the oldeft profeflbrs 
in London, and endanger their own health 
by the ardour of their application. The 
fooner fuch premature youths are feparated 
from the connexions they have formed in 
the metropolis, the better ; and as it will 
not be eafy to perfuade them to live in 
any other part of Great Britain, it will be 
neceffary to fend them abroad. But, in- 
ftead of being carried to courts and capitals, 
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the belt plan for them will be to fix them 
in fome provincial town of Fiance or Swit- 
zerland, where they may have a chance of 
improving, not fomuch by new attainments, 
as by unlearning or forgetting what they, 
have already acquired. 

After a young man has employed his 
time to advantage at a public fchool, and 

■ 

, has continued his application to various 
branches of fcience till the age of twenty, 
you afk, what are the advantages he is 
likely to reap from a tour abroad ? 

He will fee mankind more at large, and 
in numberlefs fituations and points of view, 
in which they cannot appear in Great Bri- 
tain, or any one country. By comparing 
the various cufloms and ufages, and hearing 
the received opinions of different coun- 
tries, his mind will be enlarged. He will 
be enabled to correft the theoretical notions 
he may have formed of human nature, by 
the pra&i'cal knowledge of men. By con- 
templating their various religions, laws, 
arid government, in attion, as it were, and 
obferving the effedts they produce on the 
jrainds and .characters of the people, he will 
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be able to form a jufter eftimate of their 
value than otherwife he could have done. 
He will fee the natives of other countries, 
not as he fees them in England, mere idle 
fpedtators, but bufily employed in their 
various charadters, as a&ors on their own 
proper ftage. He will gradually improve 
in the knowledge of character not of Eng- 
lifhmen only, but of men in general ; he 
Will ceafe to be deceived either by the var- 
nifh with which men are apt to heighten 
their own a&ions, or the dark colours in 
which they, too often, paint thofe of 
others. He will learn to diftinguifh the 
real from the ofteniible motive of men's 
words and behaviour. Finally, by being 
received with hofpitality, converfirig fami- 
liarly, and living in the reciprocal exchange 
of good offices with thofe whom he confi- 
dered as enemies, or in fome unfavourable 
point of view, the fphere of his benevo- 
lence and good will to his brethren of man- 
kind will gradually enlarge. His friend- 
(hips, extending beyond the limits of his 
own country, will embrace characters con- 
genial with his own in other nations. Seas ft 
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mountains, rivers, are geographical boun* 
daries, but never limited the good will or 
efteem of one liberal mind. As for his 
manner, though it will probably not be fo 
janty as if he had been bred in France 
from his earlieft youth, yet that alfo will in 
fome degree be improved. 

However perfuaded he may be of the 
advantages enjoyed by the people of Eng- 
land, he will fee the harfhnefs and im- 
propriety of infulting the natives of other 
countries with an oftentatious enumeration 
of thofe advantages; he will perceive how 
odious thofe travellers make themfelves, 
who laugh at the religion, ridicule the 
cuftoms, and infult the police of the coun- 
tries through which they pafs, and who 
never fail to infinuate to the inhabitants 
that they are all flaves and bigots. Such 
bold Britons we have fometimes met with, 
fighting their way through Europe, who* 
. by their continual broils and difputes, would 
lead one to imagine, that the' angel of the 
Lord had pronounced on each of them 
the fame denunciation which he did on 
Iflimael the fon of Abraham, by his hand- 
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maid Hagar: " And he will T)eNa,wild mart, 
" and his hand will be againft every man, 
" and every man's hand againft him."* 
If the fame unfocial difpofition fliould creep 
into our politics, it might arm all the 
powers in Europe againft Great Britain, 
before fhe gets clear of her unhappy conteft 
with America. A young man, whofe mind 
has been formed as it ought before he goes 
abroad, when he fees many individuals pre- 
ferve perfonal dignity in fpite of arbitrary- 
government, an independent mind amidft 
poverty, liberal and philofophic femiments 
amidft bigotry and fuperftition ; muft na- 
turally have the higheft efteem for fuch 
chara&ers, and allow them more merit than 
thofe even of his own country, who think 
and a£t in the fame manner in lefs un- 
favourable circumftances. 
x Befides thefe advantages, a young man - 
of fortune, by fpending a few years abroad, 
will gratify a natural and laudable curiofity, 
and pafs a certain portion of his life in an 
agreeable manner. He will form an ac- 

*• . * Vide Genesis, clmpl xri. Veto ia 1 .' bv»rf»l 

« 

quaintance 
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quaintancc with that boafted nation, whofc 
fuperior tafte and politenefs are univerfally 
acknowledged ; whofe faftiions and lan- 
guage are adopted by all Europe ; and who, 
in fcience, power, and commerce, are the 
rivals of Great Britain. He will have op* 
portunities of obferving the political confti- 
tution of the German empire ; that complex 
body, formed by a confederacy of prince^ 
ecclefiaftics, and free cities, comprehending 
countries of vaft extent, inhabited by a 
hardy race of men diftinguiflied for folid 
fenfe and integrity, who, without having 
equalled their fprightlier neighbours in 
works of tafte or imagination, have fliewn 
what prodigious efforts of application the 
human mind is capable of in the fevereft 
and leaft amufing ftudies, and whofe ar- 
-mies exhibit at prefent the moft perfedt 
models of enllitary difcipline In contem- 
plating thefe, he will naturally confider, 
whether thofe armies tend moft to the 
aggrandizement of the Monarch, or to de- 
fend or preferve any thing to the people 
. who maintain them, and the foldiers who 
compofe them, equivalent to the vaft ex- 
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pence of money, and the {till greater quan- 
tity of mifery, which they occafion. . 
- Viewing the remains of Roman tafte and 
magnificence, he will feel a thoufand emo-* 
tions of the moft interefting nature, while 
thofe whofe minds are not, like his, ftored 
with claflical knowledge, gaze with tafte<- 
lefs wonder, or phlegmatic indifference ; 

and, exclufive of thofe monuments of an- ' 

- 

tiquity, he will naturally defire to be ac- 
quainted With the prefent inhabitants of a 
country, whifch at different periods , has 
produced men, who, by one meahs or ano- 
ther^ have diftingutthed themfelves fo emi- 
nently from their contemporaries of other 
nations. At one period, having fubdued the i 
world by the wifdom and firhmefs of their 
councils, and the disciplined vigour of their 
prmies, Rome became at once the feat of 

empire, learning, and the ort«L ' 

* » 

. After the Northern barbarians had de- 
flroyed the overgrown fabric of Roman 
power, a new empire, of a more Angular 
nature, gradually arofe from its ruins, art- 
fully extending its influence over the minds , 
of men, till the Princes of Europe were *t 

• » * 

> 
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length as much controlled by the bulls of 
the Vatican, as their anceftors had been by 
the decrees of the Senate. 

Commerce alfo, which rapine and 
daughter had. frightened from Europe, re- 
turned, and joined with Superftition m 
drawing the riches of all the neighbour- 
ing nations to Italy. And, at a fubfequent 
period, Learning, burfting through the 
clouds of ignorance wich overflowed 
mankind, again fhone forth in the fame 
country, bringing in her train, Poetry, 
Painting, Sculpture, and Mufic, all of 
which have been cultivated with the great- 
eft fuccefs ; and the three laft brought, by 
the inhabitants of this country, to a de- 
gree of excellence unequalled by the na- 
tives of any other country of the world. 
When to thefe conhderations we add, that 
ihere is reafon to believe that this country 
had arrived at a great degree of perfeaion 
in the arts before the beginning of the 
Roman republic, we are almoft tempted 
to believe, that local and phyfical caufes 
have a confiderable influence in rendering 
the mind more acute in this country of 

t 
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Italy, than any where elfe ; and that if 
the infinite political difadvantages under 
which it labours were removed, and the 
whole of this peninfula united in one State, 
it would again refume its faperiority over 
other nations. 

■ 

Laftly, by vifiting other countries* a fub- 
je£t of Great Britain will acquire a greater 
efteem than ever for the conflitution of his 
own. Freed from vulgar prejudices, he wijl 
perceive, that the bleflings and advantages 
which his countrymen enjoy, do not flow 
from their fuperiority in wifdom, courage, 
or virtue, over the other nations of the 
world, but, in fome degree, from the pe- 
culiarity of their fituation in an ifland ; 
and, above all, from thofe juft and equitable 
laws which fecure property, that mild free 
government which abhors tyranny, proteds 
the meanefl: fubje£t, and leaves the mind of 
man to its own exertions, unreftrained by 
thofe arbitrary, capricious, and impolitic 
fhackles, which confine and weaken it& 
nobleft endeavours in almoft every other 
country of the world. This animates in- 
duftry, creates fertility, and fcatters plenty 
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-ever the boilterous ifland of Great Britain, 
with a profufion unknown in the neigh- 
bouring nations, who behold with aftonifh- 
ment fuch numbers of Britifh fubje&s, of 
both fexes, and of all ages, roaming discon- 
tented through the lands of defpotifm, in 
fearch of that happinefs, which, if fatiety 
and the wanton reftleffnefs of wealth would 
permit, they have a much better profpeft of 
enjoying in their own country. 

Coelum non animum mutant qui trans marc 
currunt. 

Strenua nos exercet inertia ; navibus atque 
Quadrigis petimus bene vivere. Quod petis, 
- hie eft.* 

■ 

* If they, who through the vent'rous ocean range, 
Not their own passions, but the climate, change; 
Anxious thro' seas and lan A to search for rest, 
Is but laborious idleness at best. 

Francis; 

■ 

% 

* 

THE ENU, 



. ^4 Sfc' 




Digitized 



Digitized by Google 



Digitized by Google 



Digitized by GoogU 



B. 5. 5. 513 




imp « 



Digitized by Google 



MP tM . 



mmm. 



" " HAM 



1 



caw 



fay . _ 



